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Betty Ann Mongelluzzo and Cookie Silverti  

Interview Date: 2/13/2010 

Location of interview: Betty Ann’s Italian Market Florist, 902 South 9th Street 

Interview conducted by Michelle Ortiz 

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo:  My name is Betty Ann Mongelluzzo.  My maiden name was 

Anderson.  I’ve lived most of my life in the Market area.  We came 

here in 1946.  We originally lived on Ninth, 929 South Ninth. 

From there we moved to Monroe Street, the 800 block and from 

there to Darien Street which is a small street located between 

Eighth, between Eighth and Ninth on Christian.   

 

 We have spent most of our life in the area.  Most of our friends 

come from this area.  We attended school in Saint Paul’s.  Later 

attended school, public school in the area and I was married.  And 

then I came back to this area again when I opened my business in 

around 1978.  I did not originally open up the flower shop.  I 

opened up a clothing store.  It was on the 900 block, the 800 block 

of South Ninth Street.   And that was called the Now Shop. 

 

 I had that for about ten years and then I moved down to this 

location of 902 South Ninth.  And around 19, I would say in the 

90’s, somewhere in the early 90’s and we’ve been here ever since.  

So its over 20 years.  And I opened a --.  The clothing store closed 

and --.  Terry and I opened up a flower shop with my niece.  So 

we’ve been doing that for the past 20 years in this location.   

 

 There’s not much else to tell other than just the regular history of 

it.  But it was nice growing up here.  We were very comfortable.  

We had a swimming pool that we called our own.  You know kind 

of like.  It was a public pool but we spent most of our summers in 

the pool. 

 

Cookie Silverti: Next to our house. 

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: Next to our house.   

 

Interviewer: Cookie, if you could say your name.  I know you use your 

nickname. And also your relationship to each other.  And also what 

Betty just mentioned, if you’re connected to that history too.  

 

Cookie Silverti: My name is Patricia Cookie Silverti.  Betty Ann is my aunt.  And I 

was born and raised on the Market and I currently reside in the 

family home on South Darien Street.   
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B. A. Mongelluzzo: My sister is her mother.  And that’s how we’re related. 

 

Interviewer: And how long have you been working together.  

 

Cookie Silverti: I guess about 20 years in this location, yeah.   

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: About 20 years.  My niece has helped me off and on you know.  

We’ve always had a lot of family help off and on you know.  

Sometimes my husband helped me; my sister currently helps me 

here and there. 

 

Cookie Silverti: My sister.  

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: Yeah her sister comes down if we have something big to do you 

know.  So it’s kind of like a family business.  We also do for the 

market we’re most known for is our palm business.  And that we 

do at Easter time.  That’s the week before Easter is Palm Sunday.  

We do most of the churches in the area.  We do their palm.  Which 

is a culture that’s actually going out.  There’s really not many 

people left doing it.  

 

 This is one of the first years that Saint Paul’s did not do it.  They 

always had their community ladies, senior citizens and you know 

the Sidow ladies, Sidownian type ladies and they would do the 

palm.  But this year they did not do the palm.  This is one of their 

first years not doing it. 

 

Cookie Silverti: Our business with palm has changed over the years.  It use to be 

neighbors now we do primarily churches.  We do almost 90 

percent of just church business now. 

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: Yeah, which is a lot of area.  We cover; we go all the way down to 

Wilmington Delaware. 

 

Cookie Silverti: Delaware, Camden. 

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: Camden, North Jersey comes down.   

 

Cookie Silverti: They’re coming from Shamokin, Pennsylvania. 

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: Pennsylvania, the mountains.  
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Cookie Silverti: We ship all over the country.  We ship to Blue Boy New York, 

Minnesota.  We spend one day just shipping palm out.  

 

Interviewer: And why do you think it’s not a tradition that has continued? 

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: Well the young people, originally the beginnings of it was like I 

say it was mostly church business you know.  And the young 

people are not as active in the church social part of it you know.  

Everybody expects the older women to participate in that.  And if 

you don’t do it when you’re young you’re not going to be able to 

do it when you get older.   

 

Cookie Silverti: It’s a lot of work.  

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: We’ve taught our niece, my nieces all learned how to do palm.  

And my second generation nieces know how to do it now. 

 

Cookie Silverti: My daughter. 

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: And there’s a third generation will probably do it.  So you know as 

far as our family we like doing it you know. 

 

Interviewer: Where does the tradition come from? 

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: I guess it’s something that actually it’s a very old family tradition.  

There’s been palm in this city for two, three hundred years.  

They’ve always done it you know.  

 

Cookie Silverti: If you watch mass on Palm Sunday morning the Pope is 

surrounded by braided palm.  So it does come out of Italy.  It was 

always done for the  [inaudible]. 

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: It’s done throughout all Eastern Europe.   

 

Cookie Silverti: Eastern Europe always braided the palm for Palm Sunday.   

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: And it’s a great, Orthodox do it. Now there’s a lot of a lot of 

churches involved in palm.   

 

Cookie Silverti: Christian.  It’s more, it’s a lot Christian with the braiding and 

believe in the palm.   

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: Yeah that’s mainly what it is.  But it’s a very old, old tradition.  

It’s a few hundred years old you know. 
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Interviewer: Yeah.  So you talked about having your family here and you have 

your part of Italian and Irish decent? 

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo:  Well, I’m not.   

 

Interviewer: So can you tell me about where your family came from. 

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo:  I’m Irish descent.  My family, my father was Swedish and my 

mother was Irish.  And when we moved in to this neighborhood we 

were one of the only families living here of Irish descent you 

know.  But my, we later married Italians.  So Cookie’s half Italian 

and I married an Italian and then my sister married an Italian and 

so --. 

 

Cookie Silverti:  But they’re more Italians than Irish even through their ethnic 

background is Irish. They grew up in an Italian neighborhood. 

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: Italian culture.   

 

Cookie Silverti: Grow up in a neighborhood like this they make good gravy, just 

like it’s you know people always ask her are you sure you’re not 

Italian.  She says I think I just have the Italian heritage but we 

didn’t grow up on Second Street.  We didn’t grow up in the Irish 

neighborhoods.  Growing up in the Italian neighborhood. 

 

Interviewer: Did you ever find, did you ever notice any differences or were you 

ever treated any differently.  

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: Not really.  Of course you know there’s, all children treat each 

other badly you know.  It’s always well you’re not you know 

you’re not Italian well I’m not Italian.  But you know that’s, it was 

rough for a long road but that was all children thing.   

 

 The same as being a little heavy and not being the thinnest one.  

The same as having blue eyes and not having brown eyes you 

know.  But it really didn’t matter over all.  I mean my friends were 

all Italian.  You know all my girl friends, all my school friends 

were.  And I’m friends with them today you know so --.  It did hurt 

when you’re little but you know that’s only kid things you know.  

It never really hurt my family in any way.  We were treated quite 

nicely you know.  The neighbors in this area treated us like we 

were one of their own.  So we slept in their houses. 
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Cookie Silverti: We were teased as kids because we were mez-a-mez on the street.  

Meaning we were like half and half.   

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: But that’s only kid things. 

 

Cookie Silverti: But they only teased us especially the old guys like even in the 

burners.  You know he use to tease me every time I went in.  

You’re only a half Italian.  You’re a quarter Irish and a quarter 

Swedish.  Your ordering lunchmeat and he would do that to me for 

the longest time.  And when you’re a kid you’re like --.  And then 

he use to laugh and you knew it was okay because you were like 

along. 

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: Not all Italian.  Or like her parents have been, how long have your 

parents been here? 

 

Interviewer: My parents been here, well my mom’s been here since 1963. 

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: Sure.  

 

Interviewer: And my father has been, well Philadelphia is a different story 

because he was in New York first but he was here since he was 15.  

Sometimes he says 15 and then he says 18. 

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: He doesn’t remember.   

 

Interviewer: But even I think for us it’s a, the culture but the food since mommy 

worked in Giordano’s we could have pasta. 

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: Yeah.  

 

Cookie Silverti: It’s always, we always had Sunday was macaroni, not pasta it was 

macaroni.  We have gravy and macaroni not pasta. 

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: You never had sauce. 

 

Cookie Silverti: No we never had sauce and we never had pasta we had macaroni, 

gravy and macaroni on Sundays and usually Thursdays.  It was 

like the set in stone. 

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: But I think most of the neighbors in this area are part of Ninth 

Street you know.  I mean you know we have other stores.  When 

the years ago when the Acme was opening it was a big to do.  You 

know I mean people didn’t want a supermarket here.  They, the 
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owners of the businesses thought it would hurt and you know of 

course I never felt that way.  I felt that you know if there’s some 

people that had the convenience of getting in their car and being 

able to go shopping.   

 

  But the majority of the people in this neighborhood never owned 

cars you know.  So everything was done on the market.  We never 

frozen anything.  We never had frozen meat.  We didn’t have to 

have frozen meat.  If you wanted to have hamburger today you 

went to Ninth Street and got hamburger.  If you wanted pork chops 

--. 

 

Cookie Silverti: That’s what we say.  We say Ninth Street. We do not say the 

Italian Market.  And everybody will say where do you live and I’ll 

say Ninth Street and then we have to specify oh the Italian Market.  

Because growing up you didn’t know it was Ninth Street. 

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: It was Ninth Street yeah.  And that was a good thing.  You never 

had to worry about, I mean we had a lot of different businesses 

back then that aren’t here anymore.  We had the butter and egg 

guy.  We use to have him.  We use to sell just that butter and eggs. 

And then we had fresh cut chicken stores.  They’re not here that 

much anymore.  And there’s a lot of businesses that you didn’t, 

you know you didn’t really need the supermarket for but in time 

things started to change you know. 

 

Interviewer: So other than just people and businesses that have been lost what 

do you think has, has kind of like gone away and what are the 

things that still remain.  

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: I don’t think the children today want to really grow up here.  My 

friend’s children didn’t want to grow up here.  You know I mean 

it’s hard to explain to someone that, let’s hope that we did a good 

job and that they were able to buy their big home in Jersey or the 

big home in the suburbs.  You know to live on this small 

neighborhood and small streets and not have a parking space and 

not being able to leave your house at night because you can’t park 

your car when you come back.  Just different things like that.   

 

  Well the generation below us didn’t want that.  They wanted to be 

able to park their car in their driveway.  They wanted to be able to 

send your kids to good schools you know.  And the opportunity 

approached itself that they were able to do that.  They make more 

money than their parents and they were able to have a better life.   
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  So I think in culture wise this the area that’s always going to be for 

the immigrant.  You know the immigrant how comes, the Mexican 

who come and the Orientals who come here.  They make a good 

living and they’re the generation that are going to keep Ninth 

Street alive.  It’s not going to be the Italians.  The Italians own 

property here but in the whole it’s not going to be them anymore.  

Its going to be the Asians and the Mexicans and whatever ethnic 

group that comes along.  That’s what it’s going to be.   

 

  You know and the opportunity presents itself because it’s hard 

work, it’s almost excuse my expression, slave labor of who work 

here.  But you know you to work on a stand in bad weather and 

good weather and 90 degree heat.  You know it’s hard.  It’s hard.  

Storeowners are different.  They’re inside.  They have air 

conditioning.  But the stands are tough, a tough dollar. 

 

Cookie Silverti: We’ve done it.  Yeah. 

 

Interviewer: And I see I see it’s very interesting because especially with the 

immigrant experience, especially the ones that first come here the 

hardest time.  But you know what I have heard within the 

community not just within the Asians and Mexicans but even with 

the Italian communities like you know people like the Bruno’s and 

Anthony’s are a different, it’s a little bit different because they did 

go off, have an education.  But they came back and kind of 

revamped or changed with their businesses. 

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: Yeah changed things a little bit.  Yeah.  

 

Interviewer: So they’re still here but in another way not working in the same – 

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: 15, 18 hour day. 

 

Interviewer: Outside in the heat.  So if you talk about being an immigrant and 

having the American dream, the American dream is having a nice 

house, providing an education so to achieve that it’s it’s – 

 

Cookie Silverti: Most of the Italians achieved that one this street and then they 

moved on. 

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: A lot of people come here and they’ll say to me well where’s the 

Italians.  They’re doctors and lawyers what do you want them to 

do.  You want to open up on Saturday? 
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Cookie Silverti: You know most of them put their kids in school.  They didn’t want 

them to work 18, 12, 15 hour days.   

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: Businesses like the Esposito’s who became a multi million dollar 

business on a corner street and he is the son of the owner.  And 

Louie is in his 80’s now and he was not the owner his father was.  

And he worked here as a boy.  But his children went to college, 

they all graduated.  And now the came back they work in the 

business but it’s a different business.  It’s not the Ninth Street 

business that keeps them alive.  It’s the you know, the casino 

business.  It’s the meat business that and they grocery stores and 

the restaurants you know. That’s the business that keeps you alive. 

 

Cookie Silverti: You’ll see our street we judge if our streets busy by how many 

bags go by us.   

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo:  Yup.  Sure you know.   

 

Cookie Silverti: Because there’s a lot of days where they’re only go into say 

Claudio’s or Di Bruno’s and they get back in their car and leave.  

They don’t stop anywhere else.  They have one thing on their mind 

or they’ll go into like Esposito’s or Giunta’s and then leave the 

street.   

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: And we’re also subject to weather.  We’re a weather street.   You 

know pouring rain and you don’t want to go to my street and shop.  

You know hot weather you don’t want go buy vegetables that are 

not doing well.   

 

Cookie Silverti: Two feet of snow you’re not coming here. 

 

Interviewer: Unless you’re right down the block. 

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: Oh yeah.  

 

Cookie Silverti: Yeah.  Neighbors are different.  We would get the neighbor crowd 

but like this winter we got hit with that snowstorm before 

Christmas and I got to tell you it crippled our street.  Our 

Christmas business every one of us you ask died.   With the deep 

snow we were all talking to our selves crying.  Because we were 

looking at the snow saying we’re done now.  Because all the 

Christmas business is not going to be here because they’re not 
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going to come to outdoor market.  Who wants to go to an outdoor 

market in two feet of snow?   

 

 Same thing happened to us for Super Bowl weekend.  Again we 

had a major snowstorm.  Our street is very, very busy for super 

bowl weekend.  We got hit with a snowstorm.  It killed super bowl 

weekend.  All our butchers were suffering.  Everybody was 

suffering because there was nobody on our street for super bowl 

weekend.   

 

 We personally took a hit on Valentine’s Day unbelievable because 

of the storm.  We got hit with another storm.  That snowstorm 

crippled us.   

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo:  Yeah we had our share of snowstorms this year.  

 

Cookie Silverti:  And every time it snowed on our street, dear you could hear a pin 

drop on our street.  There was nobody on our street.   

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo:  But that’s true of a lot of businesses too.  

 

Cookie Silverti: The vendors couldn’t open up because they were piled high in the 

snow.  Them stands were buried.  So – 

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: But you know – 

 

Cookie Silverti: Now for [inaudible]. 

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: Yeah [inaudible] the culture I think the ethnic culture along here is 

good for every business you know.  I do.  I think having Italian 

teashops is marvelous.  Having Asians and their vegetables now, 

you know when you go past the store you see bok choy and all the 

different vegetables that we never had before.  And I think that’s 

good.  And I think you know we have a lot to be thankful for that 

the stands are open you know. 

 

Interviewer: You’ve been here basically almost 30 years and then other than 

just living in the neighborhood like the business, but if you could 

talk about just about the role of being a woman and working in this 

space.  And what have been the things that have been challenging I 

guess in a way.   

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: Well the only thing I have to say is they maybe a little challenging 

but not really.  Not being a woman here because most of the 
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owners had daughters.  And most of the daughters worked in the 

businesses including the stands you know, including the spices.  

We had a spice store up the street for years and the two daughters 

worked the spice shop for years.  And they worked outside with 

their dad.   

 

 Then we had the Lombardo Fish Market.  They had four daughters 

and all of them were, you know all the daughters worked in the 

business so that was there.  And you had Fante’s.  Fante’s had his 

daughter working in the business so on the whole all the, it wasn’t 

challenging in that sense because if your parents were the owners 

you worked.  It didn’t matter what ethnic group.  Whether you 

were male or female you know.  Whether you had a college 

education or not.  Saturday you worked the stand you know.  That 

was expected of you.  And I think it was appreciated that there was 

you know everybody worked together you know.   

 

  That was what was nice about growing up here too.  You could go 

to the lady down the street and she could measure you for a dress 

and she could help you with you pick out something you know that 

you wouldn’t have to ask the man about you know.  We had 

[inaudible] along here for years.  He owned a millinery story and 

he carried stockings and women’s clothing and all.  And I worked 

for him from when I was a kid.  And so he always hired the local 

help too even though they might not have been in the area owners 

they always hired the help from within the community.  And that 

was always good.  You could always go to someone like that.   

   

  And so I think as far as being a woman I don’t think it was any 

harder for us than the son you know.  Even though the son was 

expected to take over the business the daughter was expected to 

work anyway.  You know she was going to work no matter what.  I 

don’t know if that answers your question. 

 

Interviewer: No that’s good.  That’s great.  

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: That answers it.  

 

Interviewer: Do you have any to add to that. 

 

Cookie Silverti: Okay.  We were raised it didn’t matter.  They all knew they would 

work the family business.   
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B. A. Mongelluzzo: Yeah.  Yeah.  And whether you wanted to come out on the street 

and earn a dollar you could come out and sell pretzels.  You can 

come out and sell [inaudible]. 

 

Interviewer: So the markets -- 

 

Cookie Silverti: Not anymore.  They put a stop to that.  We’re not allowed to do it.  

When I was a kid and when she was a child, we use to come out 

and do pretzels.   We did shopping bags.  You’re not allowed to do 

that anymore.  But we were always on the street hustling.  I mean 

she put us to work we were little.  Here go sell these shopping 

bags. 

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: Yeah.  I made -- 

 

Cookie Silverti: It was spending money.  

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: --when the kids came along I said you know we were able to, a 

told them buy a box of pretzels you know you make a dollar out of 

pretzels. 

 

Cookie Silverti: Sit in front of the stores. 

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo:  Sell pretzels.  It helps you know.   We tried.  We tried to make a 

dollar.   

 

Interviewer: I think that that’s one thing about the market that even though 

people may have friction with having other communities coming 

in.  One thing that the Italian community, I meant they were, from 

what I understand in terms of history when they first arrived it was, 

they also faced a lot of discrimination.  So they began to create, 

create their own spaces. 

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: Yes.  

 

Interviewer: Market being one.   

 

Cookie Silverti: The Market came from Palumbo [inaudible].  

 

Interviewer: What was that? 

 

Cookie Silverti: Frank Palumbo had given a foothold into the Market for a lot of 

Italians. 
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B. A. Mongelluzzo: He had, he had a boarding house originally, Palumbo’s.  When 

they came off they use to come down on Delaware Avenue.  They 

would get off of the boat on Delaware Avenue and they would 

have cards on them with addresses of going to Ninth, 100
th

 block 

of Darien Street or whatever and at that time he would put them 

up.  And the immigrants that came here were able to stay in his; 

they were called rooming houses back then. 

 

Cookie Silverti: Then he would go find them a job. 

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: Later on he became the restaurant owner and a philanthropist in his 

own right.  But he was originally a place to come and park if you 

were from not from the neighborhood.   

 

Cookie Silverti: And he would go down and get you a job and helped you learn to 

speak English and --. 

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: Yeah.  And all ready put you to work and you washed dishes and 

you did whatever you had too.  But he was one of the big reasons 

that we had such a draw of Italians in this area, is his family.   

 

Interviewer: And I guess what I’m getting at is so when I look at the Italian 

community I don’t look at them necessarily as Italian as a 

community of that are immigrants. 

 

Cookie Silverti: Immigrants. 

 

Interviewer: And so when I see the progress or people coming in is that this is a 

place where it’s very easy for you to find an outlet to build a 

business if you want to move foreword. 

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: Yeah.  Right.  Right.  

 

Interviewer: Like whereas in other spaces there’s limitations of education, 

social class, language. 

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: But here I always felt that that was probably the thing that was the 

best part of the market is that there was opportunity for everyone.  

I mean at least I always thought there was. 

 

Cookie Silverti: And then most of the times or the kind of people that they kind of 

take you under their wing.  And they say on no don’t do that, do 

this.  And you see a lot with them, certainly Mexican street 

vendors where another vendor has taught them to do it and what to 
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buy, what not to buy and when to open and things like that.  They 

didn’t learn that on their own.  Somebody had to teach them.  And 

a lot of it was being taught to them.   

 

  And you know what they’re the new influx they want to work.  

And they want to work go for it, why not.  If you’re here legally, 

go for it, there you go.  You have as much right as we do to make a 

living.  But this is an immigrant market.  It’s nicknamed the Italian 

Market but it’s an immigrant market.   

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: I say so too.  

 

Cookie Silverti: I think people miss that.  They say oh it’s the Italian market and 

I’m like it’s an immigrant market on Ninth Street. 

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: Years ago it was.   

 

Cookie Silverti: They were the influx of immigrants who stood here.  Now they’re 

not the new immigrants.  And then we had the influx of the Asian 

and now we have the influx of Mexican.  Who’s going to come 

after the Mexican?  You watch the Italian hire the Asian to work 

for them.  And then the Asian takes over a business and then you 

watch the Asian hire a Mexican to work for them.  Now the 

Mexican owns the business now we’re waiting to see whose the 

Mexican going to hire to work for them.   

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: Yes.   

 

Cookie Silverti: Because you’ll watch it.  We see it, we watched it for years happen 

here and we just smile because whose next.  And they have a right 

to work.  You know that’s how we build.  You’re going to be here 

legally and you have a right to [inaudible]. 

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: We always had good stores.  We always had good bread.  We 

always had good pastry.  We always had fine restaurants.  You can 

eat spaghetti and meatballs and you can also have cornmay, you 

know Italian food.  You know everything was here.  It was mainly 

what ever you could afford you know. 

 

Cookie Silverti: I don’t go to the supermarket.  I live here and shop on the street 

everyday.  I leave at 4:00 to decide what I’m having for dinner 

because I’ll be popping in and out of stores because there’s nothing 

really you that you really can’t get on the street.  
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B. A. Mongelluzzo: Which is nice. 

 

Interviewer: What do you think needs to happen in order for the market to 

progress and move forward? 

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: Well I think we need a lot more help from the city as far as helping 

us.  I think, not that I don’t think they need to be as strict as they 

are or as stringent as they are.  But I think they have to consider 

that we are an outside market you know.  Not everybody has the 

opportunity to have all this things that they need here you know.  I 

mean they would like our street to be immaculate.  But you know 

they don’t let us turn on the plug.  They don’t provide anything.  

They don’t provide any city services as all. 

 

Cookie Silverti: Turn on the water. 

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: They don’t provide trash pick-up here.  Not even for the residents, 

you know.  They never come down and clean the streets you know.  

As far as I’m concerned we don’t get the help that we need along 

this corridor.  You know we ask for new trashcans and some of the 

recyclable cans that are out there.  We didn’t get them yet; South 

Street got them you know. 

 

Cookie Silverti: Passyunk Avenue.  

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: Passyunk Avenue got them. 

 

Cookie Silverti: North Philly has them.  We are the second biggest tourist attraction 

in the city of Philadelphia is this market and we don’t get anything.   

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: See stuff like that you know. 

 

Cookie Silverti: Okay, just for an example, the snow this winter.  We had to dig our 

selves out.  The business association paid three times to have our 

street plowed by private contractors.   

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: So I think as far as we’re talking about I think the city can give us 

a little bit of you know a little bit of help.  

 

Cookie Silverti: Some kind of help.  

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: I don’t think that they, it’s such a hard thing for them to do but 

once a month come down and clean or run water along our street.  

I don’t think – 
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Cookie Silverti: We don’t have a back to put the trash in like supermarkets or a 

mall.  We don’t have that. 

 

Interviewer: Do you think that they’ve failed to see the significance of this 

place? 

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: Of course.  Of course. 

 

Cookie Silverti: Yes. 

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: You know of course.  I just don’t, I’m not positive why, but you 

know that they should spend more time down here.  You know 

every president who’s ever run has been on Ninth Street. 

 

Cookie Silverti: Including Obama has been here.  

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo:  Yeah and I think every person whose looking to get backing in 

Congress – 

 

Cookie Silverti: Comes here.  

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: -- or the House of Representatives or anything – 

 

Cookie Silverti: They’re here.  

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: -- comes to this market on a Saturday to shake hands.  Yeah, they 

don’t come after that. 

 

Cookie Silverti: But then we can’t find them when we need help with things like a 

festival or if we want to do something, even simple things in the 

association. We get roadblocks.  You know, trying to get new 

stand laws passed and another roadblock.  It stuck in city council.   

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: To a million dollars out for the West Oak Lane Festival was a little 

--- you know. 

 

Cookie Silverti: And we got not a dime.  We paid for $80,000 ourselves. 

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: We paid for trash pick up. 

 

Cookie Silverti: We paid for trash pick up.  

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: We paid for police.   
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Cookie Silverti:  The police department we paid for.  Every city worker, every drop, 

every stage.  We paid.  

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo:  But every city inspector was down here to make sure that if there 

was something wrong that we couldn’t open up.  And to make sure 

--. 

 

Cookie Silverti: We had to pay them too.  Every time the health inspector comes 

here or festival we pay them. 

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: They get paid by the festival.  A lot of people don’t know those 

little things. 

 

Interviewer: No. 

 

Cookie Silverti: No, I know so we just – 

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: We pay. 

 

Cookie Silverti: And just somehow just a little bit of help.  We were trying to get 

tours down here; we finally have the tour.  We wanted the city 

even to do it with the city tours.  Everybody comes down on 

tourism, I’m not trying to be smart but everybody comes down on 

tours day to drop by anything tourist.  Which is fine.  But you have 

all these people open up all these tour companies touring our street 

and we as the market get nothing.  But you’ll bring them all down 

but we don’t get a dime.  Not a store gets any money at all.  Not 

even the association does not get money from tours.  They’re not 

going to, we’re food.  We’re 90 percent food based on our street.   

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: So I’d like them to put us in their brochures. 

 

Cookie Silverti: Not once mentioned.   

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: You know things like that.  Little things you know.  We need help. 

 

Interviewer: It’s, it’s – 

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: We want to preserve it and in order to preserve it you have to help 

us. 

 

Cookie Silverti: And the city will tell you they helped us with awning in our street.  

Let me just clarify that, that is ten years ago.  That was a federal 
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grant that was applied for and gotten through the business 

association.  And it was a lot of money.  It was then turned over to 

the city.  Then the money was distributed back.  We, I don’t know 

about any other street in the city I never heard of anybody else that 

got charged for our water lines, our sewer lines, our gas lines and 

to top it off on the concrete.   Then we’re charged for our awnings, 

our poles, our curbs you name it we were charged for it through 

that money.   

 

  So the city wants to say the city gave us money.  The city never 

gave us money.  That was a federal grant that we applied for and 

got as the nations oldest outdoor market, continuous market still 

running today.  So that’s where that came from.  And everybody, 

every politician, everybody wants to take credit for it you know 

that’s where the money came from.   

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: Oh we’ll let them know they didn’t [inaudible]  

 

Cookie Silverti: So that’s where, how come we do have the awnings.   

 

Interviewer: So I think and that’s one of the things too that will help with this 

video I mean. 

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: Oh we hope to get help.  I mean we want help and they’re there.  

There’s nothing wrong with asking for help.   

 

Cookie Silverti: Oh we too, we ask, we reach out, we try.  You see us at them 

meetings we’re trying every outlet, like we’re trying right now to 

repopulate south of Washington Avenue with stands.  One day all 

the stands quote unquote disappeared.  They were thrown into a 

back of a city trash truck.  And we watched it.  But nobody knows 

how that happened.  But we watch it happen.  So south of 

Washington Avenue, most of the stands are missing.  But they’re 

missing because they took them but they said they didn’t take them 

but then who took them.  And now we’re trying to get new stand 

grant money to replace those stands.  We want the stands south of 

Washington Avenue put back because they’re still designated spots 

and the city still wants the revenue because you’re stand is paid 

for.   

 

Interviewer: The association, from what I understand now, I believe it’s a 

CDC? 

 

Cookie Silverti: Yes.  
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B. A. Mongelluzzo: Yes. 

 

Interviewer: And could you explain a little bit what that is?  What does that 

mean?  [inaudible]  

 

Cookie Silverti: We’re a non-profit.  Everything, all the money that we raise as a 

business association goes right back into our street.  You know and 

we they want us to become more, they want us to become a better 

business district or something which would put more money on to 

the owners of the business.  But we feel those should come from 

the businesses themselves just give us a little bit of money to get 

done what needs to be done because we’re not going to get it 

anywhere else.   

 

 For instance the festival.  That solely is paid by the merchants.  

That’s where that money comes from.   

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: We get no grants? 

 

Cookie Silverti: No.  Once in a while we’ll bring in like south of Washington 

Avenue festival you’ll see like PECO was there and they’ll give us 

a donation for coming.  And that’s where that money goes.   

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: Some of the banks came. 

 

Cookie Silverti: Some of the banks came they got us a little bit of money.  Like we 

pulled a little money here --.  $80,000 is a lot of money to come up 

with.   

 

Interviewer: So this change will you hope for it to be something that can --. 

 

Cookie Silverti: I hope to get the name back out to say the Italian Market is still 

here.  Come down, come shopping you know.  And I don’t want to 

be smart but you always hear about the Reading Terminal.  You 

know you see all the mayors in the Reading Terminal even from 

when Rendell was mayor.  He was all over the front page, the RT, 

the RT, the RT.  Hello we’re just as old as the RT and can we get a 

little help, something?  Now they pay into a fund.  Everybody 

there you have to pay into that fund.  But still the city always 

helping them the Reading Terminal.  You know how many times 

you hear the mayors there and they’re doing this and they’re 

getting that and it’s like hello.  I am, me. 

 



Journeys South  

A Project of the City of Philadelphia Mural Arts Program  

Interview with Betty Ann Mongelluzzo and Cookie Silverti 
 

 
 

 
 

19 

Interviewer: So this is a question that I’ve asked all of the other interviewees.  

Which have been if there were three words that represent the 

market to you what would they be and they could be related to, 

when I say three like three words, three words can represent where 

you grew up.  Three words can represent this space here.  Three 

words can represent the market.  

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: I think my three words would have to be I guess I think it would 

have to be concerning the different business along here.  Come eat 

fresh food you know.  Which is always here.  

 

Cookie Silverti: Fresh, available, tradition. 

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: Tradition. 

 

Interviewer: What might be a word for your experience in growing up in this 

area?  

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: Family.  

 

Cookie Silverti: Family.  Family.  

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: And it didn’t matter if you were actually, physically related to the 

person next to you they were still your aunt and uncle or they’re 

you’re cousins or they’re, that’s your family.  We weren’t 

physically related to the fish store, to Lombardo’s but that’s my 

Aunt RoRo, my Aunt Sottie and my Aunt Mamuks --- because 

that’s how we were raised that they were family.  And when you 

grow up that close to everybody they’re --. 

 

Cookie Silverti: I moved about eleven years ago to a suburban town out of the city 

about eleven years ago.  Someone once asked me about my 

neighbors.  And I said I don’t have any neighbors in the suburbs.  

All my neighbors are on South Ninth Street, that’s where my 

neighbors are.   

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: Because next door is my neighbors -- 

 

Cookie Silverti: I don’t know these people nor do I want to really know them. 

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: -- across the street.  And I live here so you know. But that’s the 

truth.  Our neighbors, these are your neighbors you know, you 

know that.   

 



Journeys South  

A Project of the City of Philadelphia Mural Arts Program  

Interview with Betty Ann Mongelluzzo and Cookie Silverti 
 

 
 

 
 

20 

Cookie Silverti: Everybody knows my children and they see my teenagers coming 

and I’ll get a call from down the street we seen your daughter you 

know.  My oldest first time she was walking down the street with a 

boy they called me from down the street [inaudible]. 

 

Interviewer: I know that feeling.   

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: Yeah yeah you see.   

 

Cookie Silverti: My poor Victoria was talking to a boy and they actually called me 

from Talluto’s to tell me she was outside Talluto’s talking to a boy.   

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: But that’s, this is all your family.  

 

Cookie Silverti: But they all know who your children are. 

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: This is all the family you need, believe it or not.  They’re noisy 

enough.   

 

Cookie Silverti:  Just come to the market.  And come here because we’re the kind of 

store where we think you’re our family and – 

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: That’s true. 

 

Cookie Silverti:  -- we’ll like sit you down, get you a cup of coffee.  There was 

always if you’ve been here, you don’t know how many people are 

in here just visiting.  And we always have that joke in the family 

where the flower shops the center of – 

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo:  [Inaudible]  

 

Cookie Silverti:  Yeah because everybody will stop by and have a – 

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: My family, my family --  

 

Cookie Silverti:  -- cup of coffee. 

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: -- comes here.   

 

Cookie Silverti:  We don’t have enough chairs. 

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo:  My cousin and everyone comes here to see us.  Because this is 

where we’re at you know. 
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Cookie Silverti:  Even customers are now family.   

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo:  Yeah I mean I have customers that walk in they call me on the 

phone.  I know you’re sick how are you?  I feel so bad.  I’ve 

received over a hundred get well cards and I would say half of 

them are from the customers and neighbors.  

 

Cookie Silverti:  She just got better, she’s been on colon cancer. 

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: Colon cancer.   

 

Cookie Silverti:  She needed chemotherapy.   

 

B. A. Mongelluzzo: So but all of that, most of the people the cards that I got are all 

from customers and  [inaudible]. 

 

Cookie Silverti: How about the phone calls I got.  We know you’re not there a lot 

but if you need help we’ll be there to help you and that came from 

the whole street.    

 

[End of interview] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

   

 

 


