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Dominic Pacitti 

 

 

Interview Date: 9/21/2008 

Location of interview: Outside at the Padre Pio Festival, Annunication Church at 10
th

 and 

Dickinson 

 

Dominic Pacitti was born in South Philadelphia and lived there until he was a 

teenager. As a senior citizen, he and his wife have returned to the old neighborhood to 

live near to his son, who is the pastor at Annunciation Church.  

 

Interviewer: What‟s your name? 

 

Dominic: Dominic Pacitti.  P-a-c-i-t-t-i.  I was born, I‟m not gonna tell you 

the year, in South Philly and lived here for 16 years in God‟s 

country at 13
th

 and Christian.  We were across from a private 

library, which took up a whole city block, and there were trees and 

beautiful buildings there.  The thing that made it so wonderful for 

us, there were three sisters, my mother and her two sisters lived in 

three houses in a row and there were 18 nieces and nephews and 

we lived in our own private world and though we lived through a 

very difficult time, meaning the Depression, we never felt deprived 

or anything. 

 

 We just had each other and leaned on each other and we just 

shared things and we had – even though it was the Depression – 

we had a wonderful childhood thanks to our mothers and families. 

 

Interviewer: Were your parents immigrants from Italy? 

 

Dominic: My father was actually – even though his parents were from Italy – 

my father was actually born in Paris.  And my mother was born 

here.  

 

Interviewer: Was your mother originally of Italian ethnicity? 

 

Dominic: Yes, she was.  She was a Greco, originally.  And then her mother 

died and they were brought up by a stepmother, who wasn‟t kind 

to them, but the three sisters bonded together and the relationship 

they had took them through very difficult times.  So it really was a 

wonderful thing.  We lived at 909, 911, and 913 South 13
th

  

Street, in beautiful three story row homes. 
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Interviewer: Yeah, those houses are really lovely around there.  When you were 

growing up in the house, did you speak Italian, did you speak 

English, was there – 

 

Dominic: No, unfortunately, we didn‟t.  My mother and father, as opposed to 

the present thinking, were so convinced that they wanted us to 

speak not only in English, but the King‟s English, so they never 

spoke Italian in front of us unless there was something they didn‟t 

want us to know what they were talking about.  So, unfortunately, I 

did not learn Italian and I regret that.  And that‟s probably the only 

thing my mother and father ever did wrong.  Besides have me. 

(Laughter) 

 

Interviewer: Do you still live in South Philadelphia? 

 

Dominic: Well, then my mother moved.  We moved to the „burbs and we 

were there until just – then I got married and located in the „burbs 

and then we came down here two years ago to help my son, Gary, 

who‟s the pastor here.  And we live right across the street.  We 

could see his bedroom and he could see ours and we check on each 

other every night. (Laughter) 

 

Interviewer: So now you live back in South Philadelphia? 

 

Dominic: Back in South Philly and we‟re enjoying every minute of it.  One 

of the things we missed was the friendliness of the neighborhood --

neighbors and you go out at night and people still, on this street 

anyway, sitting on their steps and my wife goes out and talks to 

everybody, I‟m listening to the Phillies inside.  It‟s just wonderful 

for us to be back here.  It‟s a great story of coming back.  And we 

feel good about the help that we could give our son.  We just wish 

it could be more. 

 

Interviewer: Did Father Gary, did he grow up in South Philly or he grew up in 

the „burbs? 

 

Dominic: No, he grew up in the „burbs.  But we always talked about South 

Philly and I don‟t think he ever fully believed us.  But this was his 

first South Philly assignment and after here a month he said, “Mom 

and Dad, I know what you mean about South Philly.”  He said, 

“These people are wonderful.”  He said, “I can‟t tell you how 

many times they call me and tell me, “Is there anything I want”, 

and they‟ve done things for him.  He said, “It‟s a warmth I‟ve 
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never felt elsewhere, though I‟ve been in really nice parishes.”  He 

said, “But it is different.” 

 

Interviewer: Yes, it‟s almost like there is a village that‟s still here.  It seems like 

that. 

 

Dominic: That‟s it exactly.  So it has been a wonderful move for us.  Made 

me even younger.   


