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Dorothy Allen and Tiphanie White 

 

Interview Date: 12/7/2008 

Location of interview: Ms. Allen and Tiphanie‟s house in Point Breeze 

 

Dorothy Allen is the founder of the Barrett Education Center in Point Breeze. Tiphanie is 

Ms. Allen’s granddaughter. She has taken over the running of the center. 

 

Interviewer: I‟m going to start out by asking you your names. 

 

Dorothy Allen: My name is Dorothy – I‟ll say it with my Christian – Deaconess 

Dorothy D. Allen.  My second marriage.  What else do you want?  

I‟ve been in Philadelphia 85 years – South Philly at that. 

 

Interviewer: Were you born in Philadelphia? 

 

Dorothy Allen: Born and raised in Philadelphia in the 1200 block of Juniper Street.  

It was more white than I really realized.  I was at 1719 Latona 

Street.  It was a lot of Italians, and the 1600 block of Latona Street 

was all Italian people.  You may see a black family every now and 

then, but in the block I was in, it was half and half.  We mingled 

together very nicely.  We ate together.  We had spaghetti together.  

We didn‟t have nothing called the block party.  That never – that 

didn‟t come up until years and years later.  We were just kids.  

Good friends and all. 

 

 And then it began to change – there were more -- more black 

America in the area.  They didn‟t say black America then.  They 

said black.  Then as more black moved in, and then the white kept 

moving towards 25
th

 Street.  One time, we wasn‟t allowed to go 

across 21
st
 Street and Wharton.  They would fight – black and 

white would fight.  We finally – that cleared up, you know, and as 

Point Breeze is now, it looks terrible.  It was a beautiful shopping 

area.  I like to sew.  At 11 or 10 years old, I would sew.  We got 

material ten cents a yard.  You‟ll never buy that again.  I would go 

in that store and buy some material and make outfits.   

 

 They had a shoe store at Point Breeze and Wharton, and they were 

very reasonable.  They‟re paying all that money for sneakers.  We 

had sneakers, but it was –  

 

Tiphanie: Bobos? 
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Dorothy Allen: No, it wasn‟t bobos.  What was it called?  They were flat. 

 

Interviewer: Like tennis shoes, sort of?  

 

Dorothy Allen: They had a special name.  What was it?  I can‟t think of the name 

of those sneakers.  My mother and father were very strict.  They 

didn‟t call them bobos then.  They called them sneakers another 

name.   

 

Interviewer: Were your mother and father – 

 

Tiphanie: Are you thinking of Converse sneakers? 

 

Dorothy Allen: No.  What were you saying? 

 

Interviewer: I was going to ask were your mother and father from Philadelphia 

as well? 

 

Dorothy Allen: That‟s where they came to live.  My mother was from 

Jacksonville, Florida.  My father was South Carolina or North 

Carolina, but he was a West Indian.  How he got here I don‟t 

know. 

 

Interviewer: So they came up to the North pretty early then. 

 

Dorothy Allen: Yes.  She was a young girl.  She was 14 or 15 when she had her 

first child.  Eight of us lived, but they told me it was 16, but I don‟t 

believe it was 16.  Eight of us lived.   

 

Interviewer: (Tiphanie shows the interviewer a photograph of Ms. Allen and her 

family.) Oh, that‟s wonderful. 

 

Dorothy Allen: And when my father thought of taking the picture of the family, 

and this undertaker was relative to Anne Verna on Broad Street.  It 

was an undertaker there, too.  He took us there and took the family 

picture. 

 

Interviewer: Do you remember what year about this was taken? 

 

Dorothy Allen: It was in ‟29 – between ‟29 or ‟26.  Let‟s see that.  Let‟s see.  He 

was 1, the baby was.  He was a twin.  It was in – ‟36, we moved 

over here on 23
rd

 Street.  It was taken before we moved over there.  

So it had to be ‟33, ‟34, ‟35.   



Journeys South 

A Project of the City of Philadelphia Mural Arts Program 

Interview with Dorothy Allen and Tiphanie White 

12/7/08 
 

 
 

 

3 

 

Interviewer: Is that –  

 

Dorothy Allen: This is me.  This is -- he‟s about 1 year old.  He was a twin.  

(Pointing at her father) You see how stern. 

 

Interviewer: He looks like a very distinguished man. 

 

Dorothy Allen: Very distinguished.  He ruled his family.  You didn‟t play with 

him.  This was a baby girl.  All of them died in 1940. 

 

Interviewer: All of them? 

 

Dorothy Allen: Yeah, the year of 1940.  All but my father.  And I‟m the only one 

living.  My father died in 1964.  My mother died in 1940.   

 

Interviewer: Did something happen in 1940? 

 

Dorothy Allen: She was sick and had all those children.  They didn‟t have a lot of 

physical doctors and all.  She died at 1423 South 23
rd

 Street in the 

front bedroom.  That‟s where she died at. 

 

Interviewer: So when your parents first moved up here – what did your father 

do? 

 

Dorothy Allen: He worked for the Pennsylvania Railroad. 

 

Interviewer: Okay.  When they first moved up – 

 

Dorothy Allen: I don‟t think he had a job with Pennsylvania Railroad then.  I don‟t 

remember.  But I know he had Christmas trees, wood and coal – 

sold them to make money.  He had us – buckets of coal.  The 

bucket is not as big as this plastic one.  Those aluminum buckets – 

he sold that to people, and wood, and we, his children, were there.  

We didn‟t play with his money.  We gave him his money.  

Christmastime, he had trees, but we did get the biggest tree he had.  

Now, ask me how much they cost.  I don‟t remember.  It was a lot 

of money during that time than it is now.  He made sure we had a 

Christmas tree. 

 

And he was -- prejudiced.  He wouldn‟t give us a doll, and then 

when we did get a doll, he made up some kind of paint and paint 
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the doll face brown.  He did not want no white doll in the house. 

(Laughter) 

 

Interviewer: Well, you had to be resourceful. 

 

Dorothy Allen: The doll had plastic hands, and every time we‟d touch it, our 

fingers would stick to the doll.  He was strict.  You asked him for a 

penny, he‟d ask you what you‟re gonna get with the penny.  We 

had a store on 17
th

 Street named Mickey, and you go in there and 

give him a penny.  He‟ll give you a prize bag with candy in it, and 

then if you were lucky enough, you may find a penny in that bag.  

Then you could go back and buy another one.  It had a lot of – they 

had an A&P store at 17
th

 and Federal.  They way you knew it was 

an A&P store – it was green.   

 

 That green still today, have you noticed, in some of those stores?  

Painted green.  There‟s one on – I was on South Street the other 

day, and it‟s a big store.  I think it‟s between 9
th

 and 10
th

 or 10
th

 

and 11
th

.  It‟s all painted green.  I don‟t know whether it has 

something to do with A&P, but it‟s painted green.  This store was 

painted green. 

 

 Then we had a store on Point Breeze that if you wait until their 

closing time, you could buy a bag of meat and then they‟d give you 

one.  They had welfare, but you didn‟t get much money „cause 

there wasn‟t a lot of money floating like it is now.  We was never 

on that.  My daddy worked.  My mother, she did laundry for 

people, and we had a beautiful home.  We had hardwood floors 

from top to bottom, and who kept them clean was us.   

 

Interviewer: That was on Juniper Street? 

 

Dorothy Allen: No.  That was on Latona Street – 1719 Latona.  And then when we 

moved over to 1423, it was hardwood floors.  My father stained 

one of them and he got it so dark.  My mother waited until he went 

to work and had to get that stain out and bring it up real light.  

They worked together.  We had a Frigidaire at 1719 Latona Street, 

and you had to put ice in it.  Buy a big thing of ice – cost you 25 

cents.  They wrapped it with paper and then at the top of the box, 

that‟s where you set your big block of ice.  They‟d come through 

the streets selling the ice.   
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 My father got mad because we would forget there was a pail under 

the Frigidaire.  The water would leak into the pail, and we would 

forget, so what he did – he put the Frigidaire near the backdoor and 

cut a hole in the floor and put a pipe there and the water would drip 

in the yard. 

 

Interviewer: I‟ve heard other people talk about that dripping pan and how it was 

their chore to clear it out. 

 

Interviewer: You had to get it and dump it out, so he got tired of that, so that‟s 

what he did.  We had the wood stove, and we had to go down there 

and he made a bucket for the screen, and we had to shake it until 

all the ashes gets off the coal and then put that on one side.  Then 

he had the new coal in a bin.  But that old coal, it helped start the 

fire.  He thought a lot of ways to save money to feed all of us.  

When we came out of the basement shaking that coal, we was ashy 

ourselves. 

 

Interviewer: Where is Latona Street? 

 

Dorothy Allen: It‟s between Wharton and Federal.  You got Titan, Latona and 

Manton, and he‟d let my brother have the house after my mother.  

She jumped up and bought the house at 1719 Latona „cause she 

said she got tired of living in an apartment.  My father was a 

drinker, but he worked, and when she told him what she had done, 

he was shocked.  He‟s the man of the house, and here his wife 

buying a house and he didn‟t know nothing about it. 

 

Interviewer: Do you remember about what year she bought the house? 

 

Dorothy Allen: I was born in 1923.  It had to be about 1930 or ‟28 or something 

like that.  When she – he decided the house was too small.  It was a 

three bedroom house, and we needed a bigger house, so that‟s why 

we went over to 1423 South 23
rd

 Street.  That was between 

Wharton and Reed.   

 

Interviewer: Right.  When I hear people talking about the big families in these 

little tiny houses, I‟m always amazed. 

 

Dorothy Allen: There‟s a street called – I can‟t remember the street that Milton 

lives on.  What‟s the name of the street? 

 

Tiphanie: Montrose? 
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Dorothy Allen: No.  It stars with an R.  They had toilets on the outside.  They 

didn‟t have toilets in their houses.  Often, when I go through that 

street, I say I‟d like to know do they still have the toilet in the 

yard?  They house that my mother bought, it was that way, but my 

father got together and got people to put the toilet in the house.  He 

made sure that we had a heater in the basement for the coal and the 

wood.  He made things very convenient for his family.  But he was 

a strict man.   

 

Interviewer: Can you tell me a little bit more – I‟m interested especially because 

the project is going to be talking a lot about the history of the 

different groups of people in South Philadelphia.  Just sort of your 

initial observation was you live in a neighborhood and it was both 

black and Italian and then how – a little bit more about what that 

was like and how that changed. 

 

Dorothy Allen: It changed to me as I got older.  We began to be a little closer than 

we were back there in the early „20s.  We socialized, but not that 

great.  There was a bar there at Wharton and 22
nd

 called 

Callahan‟s.  Nothing but whites went in there.  Then after the 

neighborhood turned black, then blacks started going there.  But 

Callahan kept his bar until he died and somebody bought it.  I 

don‟t know who did.   

 

 There were factories around the area.  There was one right here at 

25
th

 and Oakford.  That was a factory.  There was an A&P market.  

There‟s a church – what‟s Reverend Gainer‟s church? 

 

Tiphanie: Consolation. 

 

Dorothy Allen: Consolation. That used to be an A&P market.  And then they 

moved out and so this church bought it.  So it‟s still there, but not 

the A&P.  It started changing when white people near the 

waterfront – let‟s say, we‟ll go from Walnut Street and coming up. 

Black people lived around South Street and Lombard Street and 

then they kept moving this way.  Now, the white people that went 

back down to the waterfront and coming back up – they‟re moving 

now.  But white folks moved all the way down Second Street, 

Front Street, Third Street.   

 

 And then the white people wanted the colored people to buy their 

stores there, and they had houses and wanted the colored people to 
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buy them.  Some bought and some did not.  Maybe because they 

didn‟t have no money.  As the time went on, we was handling a lot 

of different things.  I remember we went to on Walnut Street --  

They gave bread out.  My mother would find any place that gave 

you some food.  I think I took that after her, too.  She would tell us, 

and so my brothers and sisters: “I don‟t wanna go!” I said I‟ll go.  I 

wasn‟t ashamed.  You‟d go down there.  It was on Walnut Street.  

They‟d give you bread.  I had a little wagon.  Put that bread in that 

wagon and bring it home. 

 

 One day, I come out and I was lost.  The water‟s there and the 

highway is here.  I said I know I can‟t swim, so I know I can‟t go 

that way.  So I started walking where the highway, and when I got 

– I still wasn‟t familiar where I was.  So finally, I seen the 

policeman out there and I asked him.  He said right there‟s Broad 

Street.  So I kept walking and I found my way back home.   

 

Then the armory gave food, too.  People would go and get it, and I 

was one.  I would go and get it.  My mother would tell us.  They 

would give you food, and they would give you flour, cornmeal – 

mostly dried stuff.  I know there was a store there at 26
th

 and 

Oakford, and this lady was looking for cornmeal. 

 

 Well, I didn‟t know how to take that cornmeal and make it up to 

cornbread.  I told the lady I have some bags of cornmeal.  It was 

rough.  They still got it in the store.  I gave it to her „cause she 

knew how – she made me some cornbread.  I could never make 

that cornbread with that rough – that was rough cornmeal.  It was 

really rough.  You had to know how to cook that stuff. 

 

Interviewer: And that was all the way up at the armory? 

 

Dorothy Allen: Yes.  Broad – no, Broad and Federal.  Broad and Oakford.  Broad 

and Wharton.  Between Washington Avenue and Wharton. 

 

Interviewer: There was an armory there as well. 

 

Dorothy Allen: Yeah.   

 

Interviewer: All these places that you just – have disappeared. 

 

Dorothy Allen: They‟re still there today.  They don‟t have the same people in 

there.  The one that‟s at Broad and Wharton is two doors away 
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from Wharton Street.  It‟s still standing.  I don‟t know what they‟re 

doing in there now „cause I haven‟t been in there.  But they gave 

you food.  People‟d be in the line to get that.  Then when I decided 

to open this center up, I gave cheese out.  The same thing that the 

armory gave out.  I gave it out.   

 

 They was getting ready to get rid of the cheese, and so I found out 

why and they told me they were going to send it overseas.  If you 

saw that center – that small part – it was loaded to the ceiling with 

cheese.  They sent an armory truck there and brought all the cheese 

they had stuck – I don‟t know where they got it all from.  It was a 

big box.  Wasn‟t no little box.  It was a big box.  I had people out 

there around the corner, right there at Barrett and they‟d be around 

the corner waiting for that cheese.  I gave it to them.  And they 

liked that. That cheese was some good cheese. 

 

Interviewer: When did you open the center, and how did you end up doing that? 

 

Dorothy Allen: I have one grandson named Jimmy.  I was sitting in the house.  I 

was working for the government.  I knew I was sick, but I didn‟t 

want to go home.  I had cancer when I was 27 years old.  I 

wouldn‟t – after they called me to work, I didn‟t want to tell them 

everything, so I didn‟t tell them that I had cancer.  I did good for 

20 years.  Then I began to – as soon as I go to work, about a half 

an hour, I pass out.  It could have been the stress.  I can‟t think of 

this woman doctor – she said you‟re going home.  I said I don‟t 

want to go home because I had nothing to do. 

 

 Finally, I decided to come home because it wouldn‟t be to be 

acting crazy, and I keep passing out.  I had seizures, so my 

grandson, Jimmy, he was here and he was outside playing one 

summertime, and I stayed home for two years before I decided to 

do this community work.  He came in – “Grandma, they‟re giving 

out food down the street.  They wouldn‟t give me none.” 

 

 I said, “What?”  “They wouldn‟t give me no food, Grandma.”  

They was like the little lunches.  So I got up and went down there.  

I said why you don‟t give – well, he has to live there.  I said he 

lives there and his mother lives there.  Now, this is a block.  They 

split it in half.  The children that lived close to Wharton Street 

couldn‟t get no food.  Well, he lived closer to Oakford Street.  I 

said, why he can‟t get no food?   
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 The lady – I can‟t think of her name now.  She had this girl 

working for her.  “It‟s not me, it‟s what the lady says.” When I got 

hold of her and asked her questions, then I looked into it.  I kept 

looking into it, until I started having the summer program.  She‟s 

got a picture of it.  Feeding. It just was for the summer only.  It 

started two weeks after the school closed, then I‟d start.  John 

Bowzer was one of my – the person that gave you money when 

you write proposals, and I had young people.  I started in my 

house, but we were more so in the street. 

 

Interviewer: What year was this about? 

 

Dorothy Allen: That was in early ‟70, ‟71, ‟72.  I had a young girl.  I had 14 or 15 

kids working for me for the summer program.  They all got jobs 

right here.  I split the hours up.  Then I had the volunteer ladies.  I 

had about four or five of them, and they had kids in different 

classes.  They used the steps in this block here, and we opened up 

at 9:00 in prayer.  They‟d go to whatever teacher – that was their 

teacher.  Then we had games and I would go to Congressman 

Barrett – „cause I didn‟t know how to start a center.  I was just 

guessin‟.  He knew about as much as I knew, but he did know who 

I could go and talk to people about different things.   

 

 This went on until ‟78, and that‟s when my son, Eddie White – 

he‟s dead, too – he told me about the building I‟m at now, and he 

found out the lady that owned it was a white lady and had closed 

the bar there.  I didn‟t go in there, so I didn‟t know.  The house 

next to it ended up being a drug place, and they shut that down.  So 

I had to find out who owned it, and then I went over in Jersey, and 

she sent me to a colored man here in Philly on Woodland Avenue.  

He really didn‟t own it.  She was renting it to him, the bar section. 

 

 He really did not own it.  She still owned it.  I kept looking into it.  

That‟s when I found out.  It was JB.  I got him to give me the 

money to buy the building.  I was paying $300 or something a 

month rent.  With John Bowzer, that was the – where‟s that place?  

What‟s its name?  On Chestnut Street.   

 

Tiphanie: Greater Philadelphia Urban Coalition.   

 

Dorothy Allen: Greater Philadelphia Urban Coalition.  I got money every year for 

the summer program.   
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 Don‟t ask me that lady‟s name „cause I don‟t remember.  Maybe I 

got it on some papers where I brought the place from.  It was JB 

that gave me all the money.  I went up – went to go to buy the 

place. I‟m by myself.  I said I gotta take somebody with me „cause 

he had another person with him.  I took another lady with me.  She 

was one of the teachers teaching the kids and helping the kids in 

the center.  I had kids that wasn‟t just in this block.  I had kids 

from everywhere that would come.  I used the park.  I got 

somebody and they gave me swings and sliding boards that I had 

to go to the city to get permission to hook it up in the park.  But I 

had it facing Bucknell Street.  We had nothing in that park. 

 

Interviewer: And you were living in this house at the time? 

 

Dorothy Allen: Yeah.  They had nothing in that block. 

 

Tiphanie: I remember those swings. 

 

Dorothy Allen: I still got the pipes.  It‟s on top of the roof.  I don‟t think they took 

it down.  I still got the things [inaudible] basketball court.  Yeah, I 

still got that.  They were all heavy bars to put the swings up with.  I 

kept that going for quite a while before the city decided to do it 

like it is now.  All those kids had a good time.  One time, I was 

getting my food from Greater Philadelphia – no, I was getting the 

food to feed the kids.  [Inaudible].   

 

 I met this lady.  She lived at 26
th

 and Wharton, and she was giving 

food out.  She was giving 300 lunches a day.  I said how is she 

gonna do all that?  I went to a meeting.  I went to a meeting there.  

That‟s a church there.   

 

Interviewer: I‟m sorry.   

 

Dorothy Allen: It was a church all along there, and that‟s where she worked out 

from the church.  I said I would look into that.  I gave out 500 

lunches right there in that park.  I could tell it now.  I saw this little 

girl getting in line more than one time.  I didn‟t say nothing to her.  

Now, they had an inspector out there sitting, and he was a white 

guy.  I looked over there at the park.  Here this lady was sitting 

over there near Reed Street – 24
th

 and Reed Street.  That little girl 

would get the lunch, and boogaloo over there and she put it in the 

bag.   
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 If he seen it, he didn‟t say nothing.  I seen it.  I didn‟t say nothing.  

I just let them take the lunches.  It was something that I knew 

evidently the kids were hungry.  I don‟t think they were playing.  

Then one day, I was standing on the porch step.  I saw two little 

girls standing there.  I said hello.  How are you?  I said you 

hungry?  They said yes.  I gave them food.  It was surprising how 

many children didn‟t get any food.  I did it all the summertime 

until ‟78, when I moved over here.  I still gave the lunches out to 

the kids and all, but then I got hooked up with other programs to 

give food to the adults.  It was worth it, you know, to see that I‟m 

still giving food to people.   

  

 The other day, I went over to 25
th

 and Jackson.  They gives out – 

Philabundance -- and they gives out a whole lot of vegetables.  I go 

over there and get that, and then I have a lady that brings me some 

vegetables.  I take it down to my church.  I wish you would see 

those people that taste those vegetables.  One lady said when she 

goes in the supermarket, it costs her a dollar for a green pepper.  

Honey, she got her some „cause I had about six or seven Saturday.  

She got two or three of them.   

 

 I still help people to save a dollar.  This is the most important 

thing.  Getting back to this grandson of mine, Jimmy, he stuck with 

me.  That‟s her brother.  When I finally go over to where the center 

is now, I had – I got someone to give me money for the big 

dumpster trucks, and I have only kids would help me clean that 

building out.  The men sat across the street in the park looking at 

us.  I had her father to make me a chute coming from the third 

floor, and all they had to do is put it on the chute and I had the 

dumpster where it would dump into the chute, and that‟s how I 

cleaned the place up, with children.  Young people, 15, 16, 17 year 

olds.  He did some paneling, and they did all the paneling in there. 

 

 Then I got money again to renovate it.  The front door where it‟s at 

now wasn‟t there.  There was another porch.  You walk up and 

then you get into the building.  I had that closed off for the door 

where it‟s at now.  This man was named Dave [inaudible].  He did 

all the renovation for me.  Then I started the GED class in there.  I 

had a daycare in there, and then after school program.  Someone 

gave me – it‟s in there on the papers – gave me a lot of books, and 

that‟s a library for the children.  I don‟t care where they came 

from.  I never would stop feeding them or help them to do 

anything.  I still got them books.  They were good books. 
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 I ended up with a black history book.  I said, “Don‟t lose them 

books, especially that because it has a lot of information.”  When a 

kid will come and ask questions, I‟d show them where those books 

were, but I stayed there and watch.  I wouldn‟t let them take it out.  

I still have a young lady named Karen – she was my little junior 

secretary.  She kept the payroll, hours the kids worked and 

everything, and she kept that up for me.  She signed them in, 

signed them out.  She got paid. 

 

 It was about – I think I had half and half of girls and boys.  I had 

about five boys.  They wouldn‟t cash their checks.  They held onto 

their checks until the program was over.  The program started the 

last two weeks in June and ended before Labor Day.  They worked 

longer than they do now.  Now, they cut it off two weeks before 

August ends.  They only work six weeks.  They were getting more 

money now then they were back then in 1978. 

 

Interviewer: This is for programs that are – the sponsoring summer jobs? 

 

Dorothy Allen: Right.  The other kids had a good time. They worked.  When they 

say [inaudible].  I could tell my grandson – I said how much 

money?  Close to $700.00.  They would not cash their checks until 

the end of the program.  Then when Congressman Barrett died, I 

was still in this block.  I got the pictures.  Anne Verna is in the 

picture.  His sister – one of those ladies is his sister.  He lived on 

Reed Street in the 2300 block.  The house is still there. 

 

Interviewer: Who was he?   

 

Dorothy Allen: Congressman Barrett. He was the state congress.  His office was 

across the street from where I‟m at now.  I‟d go there and ask them 

a lot of questions.  I‟d tell them I want to name it after you.  He 

said, “Dorothy, I ain‟t dead.”  So I says, “Okay.”  I changed it.  

When he died, I dedicated it.  But he sees to it that I had all the 

papers that I was supposed to have to run the center.  The different 

people say the center‟s not mine.  It belongs to the city.  The center 

don‟t belong to no city.  I got grants from everybody I could get 

grants from, but it didn‟t belong to them.   

 

 She‟ll show you the pictures.  „Cause they‟re sitting in the yard in 

this block.  When we dedicated it to Barrett Educational Center.  

Then I moved over there.  Been going pretty steady until I got sick.  
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Then I said now who‟s going to take the center over?  I‟m not 

going to ask anybody „cause you would want to do it.  If you ask 

somebody, they may not want to do it because sometimes, there 

was no money coming in.  I had to take my check that I was 

getting every month to keep the electric on and heat on in that 

building until I got some money.   

 

 She asked.  I said Lord, I don‟t know whether she‟s going to stay 

there long.  [Inaudible] ain‟t no money, and she‟s still there.  She 

loves it.   

 

Tiphanie: I do. 

 

Dorothy Allen: It‟s interesting to her.  I don‟t go over there and still try to run it.  

You run it and get stuck, then come and ask me.   

 

Interviewer: So Tiphanie, how old are you? 

 

Tiphanie: Thirty–two. 

 

Interviewer: Okay.  Now you‟ve officially taken over getting the center – 

bringing the center back?  I know that it sort of had a period when 

you were ill that it sort of – did it close down completely? 

 

Dorothy Allen: It didn‟t close down.  It just slowed because I couldn‟t go over 

there every day.  Then I was in the hospital.  I think I went three 

times to the hospital.  Then she took it over.  If you want 

somebody to run something, you stay out of it.  I didn‟t go in and 

sit around.  In the summertime, I‟d go there and sit out on the 

porch „cause I didn‟t feel like sitting in this house.  Then she‟d ask 

me questions.  I‟d answer those questions that she asked me 

[inaudible] meetings that I had went to, and she went with me.   

 

 Now, she got more people than the ones I had.  (Laughter) And 

what‟s  so funny –at 21
st
 and Washington Avenue – I can‟t think of 

the name of that place.  Up on the second floor, they had – I have 

to ask Mamie Nichols.  She‟ll tell you.  That place was – I used to 

go there and talk and meet people.  It‟s a drug rehabilitation place 

now on the first floor, it‟s not up on the second floor.  You should 

ask Mamie Nichols. She knows me.  She‟ll tell you what that – 

 

Tiphanie: Place used to be. 
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Dorothy Allen: I can‟t think of the name. 

 

Interviewer: What are some of the changes that you‟ve – you‟ve seen so many 

changes over so many years, but leading up to when you started 

the center, what were some of the things – what were some of the 

changes, even just along Point Breeze Avenue or things that 

you‟ve seen happen in the neighborhood over the years? 

 

Dorothy Allen: Well, they‟re trying to build it back up.  Like I said, Point Breeze 

was terrific. It‟s terrible.  It was a beautiful place back there in the 

„30s, „40s, „50s.  It was beautiful.  It was – Roosevelt Bank was at 

Wharton and Point Breeze.  There‟s a bank still there at Reed and 

Point Breeze.  It was a jewelry store between Reed – right on the 

corner of Reed and Point Breeze.  He had a lot of nice jewelry.  He 

kept getting robbed.  Shoe stores was there.  Clothing – there was 

another famous supermarket – no, it was a five and ten cent store 

where that supermarket is now between Reed and Dickinson.  It 

was a five and ten cent store.   

 

 The state store was between Wharton and a little street.  I don‟t 

know the name of that street now.  It used to be a state store there.  

The state store moved further down near Dickinson Street.  There 

was always different items that they would be selling on Point 

Breeze.  When Christmas come, they put all the lights up and 

everything.  I think it was more Italians and Jews had it. 

 

Interviewer: Most of the businesses were owned by Italians and Jews. 

 

Dorothy Allen: Yes.  And then after that, they started closing down. And the yang-

yangs and American black folks – was more yang-yangs than 

American black folks.  You got all the restaurants on Point Breeze 

now, and they never had all that.  They had some, but not as many 

as they‟ve got now.  Every time you look up, there‟s a Chinese 

restaurant on Point Breeze.  I hope they will get together and 

change some of that around.  There‟s churches.  I pass everyday 

the church at 21
st
 and Reed Street.  That used to be a store.  Right 

across the street, there was a big store, and that‟s where we would 

go buy gym clothes.  Now it‟s a church.   

 

 I‟m not against having churches, but let‟s get some other things in 

there.  It wasn‟t hardly a lot of bars there in Point Breeze.  It was 

more stores.  There was a lady we used to call Mary.  She was 

between Wharton and Reed and [inaudible] Street.  I got a lady 
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that lives in this block now.  Worked for that lady and still working 

for the family.  Still workin‟. She had all vegetables.  You‟d go 

there and get your potatoes, onions and all.   

 

 Then we had this five and ten cent store.  They got rid of all those 

stores.  They used to be on 9
th

 between Market Street –  

 

Interviewer: Oh, all the Woolworths? 

 

Dorothy Allen: Woolworths.  Yeah. 

 

Interviewer: Yeah, there aren‟t any more Woolworths. 

 

Dorothy Allen: There was one there on Point Breeze.  There was one there. 

 

Interviewer: I know that people in – I live down by 12
th

 and Tasker.  People 

down there would talk about going to “the Avenue”, East Passyunk 

Avenue and things like that and going downtown.   

 

Dorothy Allen: We didn‟t go too much to Passyunk Avenue.  It took us a good 

little while to get over there.   

 

Interviewer: Would you say you were going down to “the Avenue” to go 

shopping?  That was a real destination? 

 

Dorothy Allen: Yeah.  That was the only one we had around in this area.  We‟d go 

there and buy Christmas toys for the kids.  There was no other 

place to go.  We didn‟t go across – you see where Snyder Avenue?  

We didn‟t go up there.  Now, we‟re up there.  There on 21
st
 Street, 

Jackson and Snyder, a lot of lawyers and judges lived in those 

houses.  Now, it‟s [inaudible].  I don‟t think we have gotten there.  

Yes, we‟ve got to Snyder Avenue.  Yes, we got there.  But not on 

21
st
 Street between Jackson and Snyder.  I don‟t think we‟re in that 

area yet.  I think we‟re from Jackson going back this way.   

 

 There used to be judges and mayors and all that.  They used to live 

in those houses.  Then when they had the other house – what was 

the name?  Nice houses.  You‟d go past Snyder. 

 

Interviewer: Girard Estates. 
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Dorothy Allen: You couldn‟t move in there.  You could not move in there.  When 

the Girard Estate was up North Philly at Fairmount Park – a prison 

was up there. 

 

Interviewer: Yeah, Girard College? 

 

Dorothy Allen: Yeah.  It‟s a prison up there, too.  We couldn‟t put our kids in there 

when I was coming up.  But now they can go.   

 

I think – I call them yang-yangs, the Japanese and – 

 

Tiphanie:  Asians. 

 

Dorothy Allen: I call them yang-yangs. I noticed they started moving there.  They 

want a lot of money for those places.  It ain‟t cheap.  They got a 

library there between 22
nd

 and 21
st
 where Ritner --  It‟s a library.  

On Shunk.  

 

Interviewer: Okay.  There‟s a library over there.   

 

Dorothy Allen: Yeah, it‟s a library. When are they gonna shut it down?  Don‟t 

look like they‟re doing nothing.  That‟s when they decided to make 

Oregon Avenue a shopping area.   

 

Interviewer: When – 

 

Dorothy Allen: Don‟t ask me what year.  I don‟t know. 

 

Interviewer: Decade? 

 

Tiphanie: But you could talk about when Quartermasters closed. She worked 

for Quartermasters. 

 

Dorothy Allen: Yeah, I worked in the manufacturing section, and I ended up being 

a supervisor in there.  

 

Interviewer: The factory was – 

 

Tiphanie: Quartermasters. 

 

Dorothy Allen: 20
th

 and Oregon. 

 

Interviewer: What did they do? 



Journeys South 

A Project of the City of Philadelphia Mural Arts Program 

Interview with Dorothy Allen and Tiphanie White 

12/7/08 
 

 
 

 

17 

 

Dorothy Allen: Made uniforms for the service people.  After there wasn‟t too 

much of a war, they didn‟t have much use and then the prices went 

up and you had to pay more money.  They took it down south.  It 

was less money.  That‟s why they closed the factory there. 

 

Interviewer: When did that close? 

 

Dorothy Allen: Oh, I had left there then.  It was in the „80s when they closed.  

They kept the clerical section of it.  They kept that section, but the 

manufacturing section, they closed it down.  Now the clerical 

section‟s not there, either.  It was nice working there.  The money 

was good.  They took money out of your pay for retirement.  I got 

my daughter–in–law a job there, and she ended up getting three or 

four of her sisters a job there.  They stopped the retirement – taking 

it out of your money – and they put Social Security in there.  My 

check that I get every month is the retirement check that I put 

money in until I retired.  I came out on disability. 

 

Interviewer: When did you start working there?  How old were you? 

 

Dorothy Allen: I was 20 or 21 or 22.  Somewhere around there.   

 

Interviewer: So right before the war? 

 

Dorothy Allen: Yeah, it was before the war or right after it – right when it had 

started.   

 

Interviewer: The war had started in Europe, and then right when – 

 

Dorothy Allen: I went to training school.  They would teach you how to sew on the 

power machines and all.  When I passed it with great honor, „cause 

I love to sew, and that – that‟s when I went to Quartermaster.  I 

stayed there.  I did 20 years or more.  I was 50 when they put me 

out.  That could have been – I‟ve got some papers upstairs when I 

came out.  But it was nice working there. 

 

Interviewer: I guess a lot of people in the neighborhood were employed in 

factories. 

 

Dorothy Allen: Yeah.  They had a lot of factories around.  They don‟t have them 

now.  I want to know – (Pointing at computer) everybody can‟t run 

this. So then what are you going to do with the people that can‟t 
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type, „cause you got to do some typing stuff.  They can‟t 

[inaudible] clothes.  Why‟d they take all the factories out?  You‟ll 

see a lot of these buildings – nothing going on in them.  They 

should bring some of them factories back.  You want everybody to 

work in the supermarket?  You can‟t hire everybody.  Now, they‟re 

getting so you don‟t know how to – they tell you to dig a hole four 

feet deep and five feet wide.  If you don‟t know what they‟re 

talking about, you ain‟t have no job.   

 

 A lot of people don‟t.  You need a job that is simple for them to do.  

When they had the factories, the man couldn‟t read good, but he 

can count or he can press the pans and all.  They don‟t have that.  

They need to bring it back.  They need to bring some of that stuff 

back here.  That‟s the people that owns it.  I had a factory making 

clothes, too.  It was two black families.  I would say family -- two 

black people, and mine was at 13
th

 and Spring Garden.  I had one.  

It made clothes.  They did the cutting and then they‟d ship it to me. 

 

Interviewer: It was just a small factory.  When was that? 

 

Dorothy Allen: She was born in ‟43.  I think it was in the early „50s. 

 

Interviewer: I was talking to a woman who lives – who grew up on East 

Passyunk Avenue, and she was saying how where – East Passyunk 

Avenue used to have a lot of small manufacturing places along the 

street there where you had the tailor shop and the upholsters and 

the small factory in the back.   

 

Dorothy Allen: They don‟t have that now.  They took it down south and they took 

it overseas.  That caused people that don‟t know how to do 

anything.  Even if you had them to mop a floor – if they don‟t 

know what you‟re talking about, that floor ain‟t gonna get done 

right.  So they need to have simple things for people to do.  I ran a 

factory teaching people how to sew so they can get a job.  But 

what good is it?  They ain‟t gonna get none.  So I told them how to 

make things.  Make something for themselves, like a blouse, that 

maybe they can sit home and make some money. 

 

Interviewer: Do any people around here still work in factories?   

 

Dorothy Allen: There ain‟t none.  They ain‟t got none.  There‟s like Pep Boys, and 

they‟re getting ready to shut some of them down.  There isn‟t any 

factories.  What I did over the center – I still got the power 
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machines over there.  Teach them how to sew if you‟re interested.  

You had to really want to do this.  To make yourselves clothes, 

which saves you money.  Some are interested and some are not.  

They do have factories that make choir robes.  You see the 

Catholic people got them robes on.  They have factories for that. 

 

Interviewer: Where? 

 

Dorothy Allen: Special machine.  I don‟t know where they are here, but they got it 

here.  There‟s a machine that do that fluting, that real close thing.  

There‟s a machine for that.  I don‟t know whether it‟s here in 

Philly.  It used to be.  I can‟t say.  They send a lot of stuff overseas 

and then it comes back.  They‟re overseas making it.  There‟s 

nothing you can really do about that.  The person – they‟re making 

money for themselves, and enough people making (picking object 

up) this here for two dollars.  By the time it gets to over here, 

we‟re paying top price for this.  They need to do – well, there ain‟t 

need to say – they‟re gonna do what they want to do.  This is 

where it‟s at.   

 

 On Snyder Avenue and Passyunk and all – I see a lot of things that 

you buy for cars up around there.  That shopping area between 

Snyder, Passyunk – what‟s the other street going that way?  You 

got clothing.  They got –  

 

Tiphanie: Oregon? 

 

Dorothy Allen: Oregon Avenue – going past Oregon, there's a big area there where 

you go buy clothes and Walgreen‟s and all that.   

 

Tiphanie: That‟s what they named Quartermaster after. 

 

Interviewer: That‟s Quartermaster Plaza. 

 

Tiphanie: They named the factory after the plaza.  The plaza‟s named after 

the factory. 

 

Dorothy Allen: I know there‟s a lot of that closing down.  You see the vacant 

stores. 

 

Tiphanie: That‟s „cause of the economy. 
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Dorothy Allen: Yeah.  Either the people are not making enough money – I took my 

great grands – (referring to Tiphanie) her children – to get a 

Halloween costume.  There were two stores about five doors from 

each others – big ones with all the Halloween costumes.  I ain‟t 

never seen that before.  They wasn‟t cheap.  I said no, no, no.  I 

used to make mine for my kids.  They don‟t need that.  But my 

daughter, she says she don‟t want to be dressed up looking ugly.  I 

had to make her – them gypsy people, how they dress real pretty 

and all.  That‟s what I had to do for her.  I didn‟t have to go buy no 

Halloween costume for her.   

 

 My son, I made him a beggar man, raggedy – holes in his pants 

and one of his sleeves cut off and all that -- and then there used to 

be a Dixie Theater there on Point Breeze.  There‟s two theaters on 

Point Breeze. 

 

Interviewer: Were they both movie theaters?  Yeah. 

 

Dorothy Allen: There was one at Oakford and there was one between Reed and 

Dickerson.  They took that one to close down for quite a while 

before the one was Dixie Theater.  They had contests – the best 

dressed.  My kids won it twice.  That‟s a church.   

 

Interviewer: Yeah.   

 

Dorothy Allen: Are you a South Philly woman, too? 

 

Interviewer: I bought a house five years ago down at 12
th

 and Tasker, but 

originally, I‟m from Glenside. 

 

Dorothy Allen: Glenside. 

 

Interviewer: Glenside -- right across the city line from Mt.  Airy, sort of.  I love 

my neighborhood.  It‟s an interesting place to be, especially where 

I am.  There‟s such a strong – where I am, there are a lot of new 

people moving in, a lot of young people, a lot of people from 

Center City, but there‟s also still this really strong feeling of being 

from South Philly.   

 

Dorothy Allen: You know, when the white people was here and had children, they 

moved out on the Main Line.  It‟s like you come from over there, 

and then they wanted to be closer to Center City.  They came back.  

This is what‟s happening now.  They can walk.  They can ride a 
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bike.  They don‟t have to wait for no bus.  Don‟t need no car.  

They got a car, but they‟ll walk first.   

 

Interviewer: (to Tiphanie) I don‟t think you were at the meeting when Chris, 

one of the guys who‟s on this advisory board who bought a house 

by the Italian market and that‟s where his father was born.  His 

father passed away, and he thinks his father might be turning over 

in his grave knowing that he moved – Chris was raised up in the 

suburbs.  His father grew up.  They got education, moved out to 

the suburbs and now his son comes and moves right back. 

 

Dorothy Allen: Right back! I was on 9
th

 Street Wednesday, and I was looking at 

the windows upstairs over the store.  I said what about them people 

come back here and live over the top of the store.  Now those 

stores are closed on 9
th

 Street. 

 

Interviewer: Do people from up around here go down to shop on 9
th

 Street? 

 

Tiphanie: Yeah, people still go down to 9
th

 Street.  That‟s the famous thing. 

 

Dorothy Allen: You go down here and they have the shopping area.  They have the 

shopping area. Outside, where there‟s a lot of fruit.  It‟s not as 

many as it used to be.  I walk from Washington Avenue all the way 

to Christian Street „cause I was looking for some pure olive oil, 

and I did find one.  I got that little bottle there.  That pure one. I 

have a grandson that‟s got dry skin, and I‟m trying to get them to 

put that olive oil on him.  It‟ll clear it up.  My daughter did it to her 

children.  I don‟t know why they get the dry skin. And I kept 

looking – a lot of them places are closed.  They‟re not open.  I said 

what is happening now? 

 

Interviewer: Yeah.  There‟s some – I think there is some things that are coming 

back there along 9
th

 Street.  It‟s still – there still are a lot of places 

to go buy vegetables or buy fresh produce. 

 

Dorothy Allen: I don‟t like what they‟re doing.  They got vegetables that look 

good in the front, and they dig in the back and give you the rotten 

ones.  I said you ain‟t gonna do that to me no more.  Don‟t take 

that.  They get in the back of it, and some of that stuff is beginning 

to go bad.  I said I don‟t need to come down here no more.  9
th

 

Street was a lifesaver for people „cause the vegetables were 

reasonable and all.  Now, they‟re down there, but they‟re not down 

there like they used to be.  They used to be crowded. 
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Interviewer: I guess you‟ve gone there all your life. 

 

Dorothy Allen: Where else to go at to save money?  You couldn‟t be on relief.  

You‟d have to be really eligible, and with my mother and father 

working and my mother part time work and all, they ain‟t give her 

no money.  We used to go down there and save money.  Now, 

there‟s one right there at Washington Avenue and 9
th

 Street. 

 

Interviewer: Giordano‟s. 

 

Dorothy Allen: Yeah.  They got a whole lot of stuff.  They‟re the only one. 

 

Interviewer: They‟ve been there for a long time. 

 

Dorothy Allen: Been there since I was a little kid.  I was wondering were they 

living upstairs „cause they used to live upstairs over it. 

 

Interviewer: I think they don‟t live over the shop anymore. 

 

Tiphanie: They‟ve probably been moved. 

 

Dorothy Allen: Now, their children is coming back „cause it‟s cheaper for them.  It 

ain‟t cheaper for us „cause we right here with it.  We ain‟t went 

nowhere.  I think that it‟s gonna get better.  People are going to 

understand why you have a community center to help people in the 

community because they didn‟t have that when I was coming up.  

Just what I told you.  We didn‟t think about no community center.  

Everybody‟s jumping into the community center.  But you have to 

know what you‟re doing to – you‟ve got to get the paperwork.  If 

you don‟t get all the paperwork they ask you to get, [inaudible].  

They‟ll end up closing you down.  Thank god for Congressman 

Barrett.  I gotta get to his sister.  I want a picture of him to put in 

the center. 

 

 I don‟t know why I had not asked – Anne Verna knows the sister.  

Make sure you talk to her if I‟m not with you and get a picture of 

him so I can put it in the center.  That‟s who I named it after.  He 

helped a lot of people, black and white, right there at the corner, 

24
th

 and Wharton.  That‟s where his office was.  He was on this 

side where the church is now.  He was there.  Then he moved 

across the street.  That‟s when he would fly to Washington every 

day.  The stewardess, they‟d be waiting for him.  They knew he 



Journeys South 

A Project of the City of Philadelphia Mural Arts Program 

Interview with Dorothy Allen and Tiphanie White 

12/7/08 
 

 
 

 

23 

was on his way.  Then he‟d come back and work with people.  He 

knew my father.  Come back and work with the people in the area.  

He didn‟t care what color you was.   

 

 That‟s why I decided to name the center after him and keep him 

alive.  He really worked – I don‟t know why they don‟t do nothing 

with that house.  Nobody lives in it.   

 

Tiphanie: Congressman William Barrett‟s house? 

 

Dorothy Allen: Yeah.  Who‟s living in there? 

 

Tiphanie: There‟s a black man that lives there now. 

 

Dorothy Allen: You sure you got the right building? 

 

Tiphanie: It‟s the green house. 

 

Dorothy Allen: The only green house. 

 

Tiphanie: And it‟s still green.  It is.  It‟s right across the street from the park. 

 

Dorothy Allen: He may be a caretaker. 

 

Tiphanie: I asked him already.  He said that Congressman William Barrett‟s 

family no longer lived there.  He bought the house.  The house is 

still green. 

 

Dorothy Allen: Yeah, it‟s green. 

 

Tiphanie: I asked him, I said did Congressman William Barrett live here?  He 

said yes he did. 

 

Dorothy Allen: He had a retarded son, and that son lived there, and his sister lived 

there.  I don‟t know who else lived in that house.   

 

Interviewer: I‟m ashamed to say I‟ve never driven up around here before and 

seen the park here.  I don‟t have a car, so I‟ll ride my bike.   

 

Dorothy Allen: Bikes ride around here like nobody‟s business.  This park was here 

for years. 

  

Interviewer: It‟s a nice park. 
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Dorothy Allen: Yes, it is.  I‟ve been here all my life, and like I said, we couldn‟t 

walk for quite a while „cause we had to fight.  And now, that 

park‟s still there, but they can‟t find nobody to take care of that 

park and have programs.  It never dawned on me.  It belongs to the 

city. 

 

Interviewer: There‟s not a building in the park.   

 

Tiphanie: There‟s a rec center there that‟s in the park now, but they don‟t do 

too much with the children in the community.  Sometimes, she has 

little after school programs and maybe some things going on 

during the summer, but it does need to be upgraded as far as the 

playground area.  That needs to be changed around now.  I believe 

Kenyatta Johnson‟s trying to advocate for that in the near future to 

make it a safer place for the kids in the neighborhood and a cleaner 

place.  That park – I remember hearing stories from my 

grandmother how she said people used to just eat their lunch and 

sit there. 

 

Dorothy Allen: They had a basketball court in there. 

 

Tiphanie: It‟s a tennis court now that needs to be renovated completely. 

 

Dorothy Allen: The basketball court – she had the court taken down because they 

would play ball 10:00, 11:00, 12:00, 1:00 at night.  That‟s why – 

they should have had a night watchman there, but they didn‟t.  

Once they shut it down, they‟d just come on in.  They‟d just play 

ball all night long.  So what are you going to do, unless the city 

wants to pay somebody to stay there at night to stop that.  The 

basketball court was taken down. 

 

Interviewer: I know in Gold Star Park, which is down at Reed and 8
th

, they used 

to have a basketball court that then was turned into a tennis court I 

think probably for the same reasons.  The tennis court wasn‟t going 

to attract the guys playing basketball at all hours, but now people 

are using it as a dog run.  Now, they want to turn it into a dog run. 

 

Dorothy Allen: You can‟t walk your dog in that park unless you have a bag.  The 

first building they built was a trustee in my church built the first 

one.  I don‟t know how build – they built another one and 

connected it to the first one.  She stopped the men from playing 

checkers. 
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Tiphanie: Chess, yeah.  Back in the day, a lot of the men used to come to the 

park and play chess. 

 

Dorothy Allen: They had a room inside, and they‟d go in there all day long and 

play checkers.  They fought as hard as they could fight.  Now they 

don‟t play. 

 

Interviewer: Why didn‟t they want them to be playing chess? 

 

Tiphanie: I don‟t know.  No one never knows. 

 

Dorothy Allen: She knows, the woman that‟s running it.  She knows why she did 

it.  See, they had one section – the door led into the park.  It led 

into the building, and then to the park.  But they didn‟t have to 

come into the building.  They could come into the park and go in, 

especially when it‟s raining and all and play the checkers and stuff.  

She kept arguing and arguing, so they don‟t play no checkers in 

there, and no cards, either.  I don‟t know.  There‟s nothing going 

on no more, what she do.   

 

 What are you gonna do with it?  She ain‟t doing nothing with those 

kids.  They were fighting out there and the little boy said I‟m going 

home.  Now, if she didn‟t hear it, you know kids told her.  The 

cops would have been there before that little boy got killed if I was 

running it.  I‟d have had the cops there.  So when that boy came 

back, he‟d have got caught with the gun on him. 

 

Tiphanie: Yeah, a couple years ago, a little boy had a confrontation with 

another little boy.  They‟re both around the age 13, 14, and the 13–

year–old boy came back with a gun and killed the 14–year–old boy 

in broad daylight in front of a whole bunch of kids.  He was there 

doing community service work.  Obviously, it wasn‟t monitored 

well enough.  They weren‟t checking to make sure if – like my 

grandma said, if she didn‟t hear them arguing, some of the kids 

probably ran in there and told her or the caretaker that was there 

said hey, there‟s some arguing going on.  But that little boy lost his 

life and to this day, they haven‟t found the young man that did it, 

and he‟s 13–years–old. 

 

Dorothy Allen: At that time.  He‟s older now.  I think that she should have had 

more interest in that park.  They had different ones for the job, but 

she stayed the longest doing nothing.   
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Tiphanie: It‟s the truth.  Right now in the community, a lot of people have 

been complaining through the years that she doesn‟t do anything.  

Now, I‟m hearing that the mayor‟s doing the budget cuts now and 

they‟re possibly cutting that rec center and cutting back on that and 

possibly closing it down in the near future.  That‟s why I know that 

Barrett has to be the safe haven up and coming in the community 

because after that, the kids in this four block radius around the park 

really won‟t have anywhere to go.   

 

 The closest place is probably Diversified or Dickson House(?) but 

you got turf wars in between that, and kids trying to get to the 

closest rec center – you have Vare rec center at 26
th

 and Morris.  

That‟s another turf war going on.  So the center, Barrett, definitely 

needs to be there, and definitely needs to be a safe haven where we 

have programs in there for kids to come in and adults, reading, 

literacy, whatever, so that they can stay in the community.  That‟s 

what I‟m really pushing hard. 

 

Interviewer: Yeah.  I know this is something with the libraries where people 

don‟t realize – on paper, you can say oh, it‟s close, but it‟s not 

close if it‟s not where you‟re supposed to be or in order to get 

there, you‟re going through places that you‟re not supposed to be.   

 

Dorothy Allen: They‟re not going to shut Marion Anderson, are they? 

 

Tiphanie: No.  Marion Anderson is going to be open.  That‟s not going 

nowhere.  Marion Anderson is definitely going to be there for 

awhile. 

 

Dorothy Allen: What was it called before her?  I‟ll think of it.  It wasn‟t Marion 

Anderson.  They dedicated it to her.  I‟ll think of the name.  They 

should have it hanging up in there, what was it before they named 

it Marion Anderson.  She lived around the corner from there.   

 

Interviewer: It‟s a very historic area. 

 

Tiphanie: I think South Philly alone is just a rich, rich history.   

 

Interviewer: It really is. 

 

Tiphanie: It really is.  People from other parts of Philadelphia, West Philly, 

North Philly, when you hear – when you say South Philly, it‟s like 
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wow.  Everyone wants to know South Philly.  It‟s just such a rich 

history.  We have so much information.  We‟ve got the first 

African Baptist Church on Christian Street.  You have the famous 

hoagie places that a lot of people when they come.  You got 9
th

 

Street – you know, it‟s just such a rich history.  A lot of people like 

South Philly.  I love it.  I love South Philly.  It‟s what you put in it.   

 

Interviewer: You‟re all South Philly. 

 

Dorothy Allen: One time, I went up north to live with a cousin.  She was a cousin 

to my mother, and I was – that makes me second cousin.  Next day 

I was back down in South Philly.  I didn‟t like it.  You mean to tell 

me you‟ve been in South Philly all these years?  Yes.  I‟ll get 

buried – no, I ain‟t gonna get buried in South Philly.  I‟ll get buried 

in North Philly.  I find it‟s a safe haven.  There‟s a lot of 

interesting things to do.  If you think back, what happened and how 

you‟ve come forward – the kids today, it don‟t mean nothing to 

them.  Doesn‟t mean a thing about where they live at.  The things 

that you can do and learn – they don‟t pay no attention to that.  

What are you going to do with them? 

 

 Their parents – I used to – everything was closed down Saturday 

night at 12 o‟clock.  You know that?   

 

Interviewer: No.   

 

Dorothy Allen: 12 o‟clock Saturday, and didn‟t open anymore until Monday.  

What did you have to do but go to church?  There was nothing else 

to do.  That was a terrible thing when they decided to open it up.  

Look at all the crimes you got.  We did things.  Our parents had us 

to do things and all.  But they shut it down at 12 o‟clock Saturday.  

You didn‟t have no place – you had a speakeasy.  No place to 

drink.  If you was a drinker – did they call it speakeasy?  I think 

they did.  Now, everything is open.  They put it to 2 o‟clock, but 

that don‟t mean nothing.  They need to go back to some of that 

tradition and maybe that would cut out a lot of this.  You think? 

 

Interviewer: I think it would be a good thing, but I think – 

 

Dorothy Allen: It won‟t work. 

 

Interviewer: If people are used to the convenience and they‟re used to – the 

shop owners are used to making money and people live busy lives 
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and they want to be able to shop on Sundays. That‟s something 

that I find that I like about where I live is that you still – where I 

live, it‟s very Italian, and so you can smell the gravy and the garlic 

on Sundays.  You do have a little bit of that feeling that people 

have really close family ties, I think. 

 

Dorothy Allen: On 9
th

 Street when I went – it was two Italian markets, and they 

had all this here stuff for Italians to cook with.  I wanted to go in 

there – I did have to ask them about that pure olive oil.  What do 

you cook with all these cheese?  They have big cheese – that 

cheese – and he even had one down on the table cutting it.  I 

wondered how it would taste.  I wanted to ask him to give me a 

piece.  

 

Interviewer: You should have asked him.  They would have given you a taste. 

 

Dorothy Allen: All kinds of cheese.  You all eat that? 

 

Interviewer: I love all that Italian cheese, yeah.   

 

Dorothy Allen: I‟m gonna go there again.  I‟m gonna try it.  It was one day they 

had all kinds of herbs.  It was on a small street.  I went in there, but 

they didn‟t – I thought they had the pure olive oil, but they didn‟t 

have it.  They got it from that little bottle all up.  All different 

names on it, you know.  I‟m gonna ask him about that cheese 

hanging.  It had rope around it.  So where do they – how do they 

make that cheese? 

 

Interviewer: I don‟t know.  Somewhere in Italy, they make that cheese and ship 

it over. 

 

Tiphanie: Probably in Italy and they import it over here. 

 

Dorothy Allen: It was hanging up there.  I stand there looking at it.  It was hard for 

me to get down off the steps and all, so they helped me get down.  

I still looking at that cheese.  I want a piece of that cheese so bad.  

Then they had some kind of meat.  I think it was – I guess it was 

some kind of beef.  They had that there. 

 

Tiphanie: Sausage. 

 

Dorothy Allen: No.  You sliced it.  You sliced it.  
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Interviewer: Maybe a salami or proscuitto. 

 

Dorothy Allen: It looked more to me like some kind of beef.   

 

Interviewer: They have – yeah.   

 

Dorothy Allen: That‟s what it looked like to me.  The store was so nice and clean.  

You just walked down one aisle and you see all this different stuff 

for Italians and come around, and this man was cutting that cheese.  

I said I can‟t ask him „cause I don‟t know the name of it, and I 

didn‟t see no name hanging on that cheese hanging from the 

ceiling down.  I just wondered do you all cook all that cheese in 

your house?  Just like they want to know what we eat.  Just like I‟d 

like to know what all ya‟ll eat.   

 

 Now, years ago, chitlin – you all wouldn‟t eat that.  But we eat it.  

You almost gave it to us for nothing.  Chicken feet – they wouldn‟t 

eat that.  We eat it, and they gave us that, the feet from the chicken.  

You peel it back – cut the toenails off and peel it back.  You know, 

something was good.  It was good.  Yes, indeed.   

 

I would just like to know – I‟m going in there now.  I‟m 

determined. 

 

Interviewer: They love to give samples.  There‟s one guy – you might have 

been in Claudio‟s, and there‟s one guy who works there if you 

show an interest, he‟s so proud of his cheese.   

 

Tiphanie: We have to go down there. 

 

Dorothy Allen: Yes.  „Cause I haven‟t been down there in years.  I have no 

interest.  I don‟t need to buy anything.  I would really like to know 

– just like they would like to know how we cook the greens.  

They‟re familiar with greens more than ya‟ll are.  We are, but ya‟ll 

eat the cabbage and you have that rough looking cabbage, too.  

That chitlin is good if you know how to cook it.  And pig‟s feet.  I 

am gonna go back in that store and get a piece of that cheese.  I 

don‟t want to buy a half a pound „cause it‟d be too much.  I may 

not like it.  I just want a sample of it.  You‟ve been in there? 

 

Interviewer: Yeah.   

 

Dorothy Allen: What was the name of it? 
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Interviewer: I don‟t know what the name of that cheese is „cause they have a lot 

of different cheeses.   

 

Dorothy Allen: It looks like it tastes good.  And the olives all in the dishes around 

there.  Yes indeed. 

 

Interviewer: You can eat your way through South Philadelphia.   

 

Tiphanie: A lot of different foods. 

 

Interviewer: You might emerge a couple of pounds heavier at the end.   

 

Dorothy Allen: You could eat your way through.  That is a very – I had never seen 

it.  It could have been there when I was a little kid, but I didn‟t pay 

no attention going into the store.  I was looking for that pure olive 

oil.  They cook with that.  They cook with that. 

 

Tiphanie: A lot of people cook with it. 

 

Interviewer: I love cooking with olive oil.   

 

Dorothy Allen: I don‟t cook with it.  I know it‟s good for the kids‟ skin. 

 

Interviewer: It‟s good for your hair, too.  Put it in a bath. 

 

Dorothy Allen: Make it grow. 

 

Interviewer: It can really moisturize it. 

 

Tiphanie: I love olive oil.  I put it on my kids when they was kids.   

 

Dorothy Allen: It helps –  

 

Tiphanie: Makes your skin so nice. 

 

Dorothy Allen: It helps the skin out.  It‟s just one of those things. 


