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Eleonora Barbieri 

 

Interview Date: 10/12/08 

Location of interview: Filitalia, 1834 East Passyunk Avenue 

 

Eleonora is an Italian teacher at Filitalia, an Italian language and cultural center. 

 

Interviewer: Okay.  So maybe it would be great if we could just start with – if 

you want to introduce yourself.  Tell me a little bit about why you 

are here and how you got connected with this organization. 

 

Eleonora: Why I’m here in America? 

 

Interviewer: Yeah, at this organization – specifically how you got connected. 

 

Eleonora: Oh, okay.  Well, I started working here a year ago because I was 

hired by Professor Musumeci.  He’s an Italian, French, and 

Spanish professor at basically the three biggest community 

colleges here in this area: Montco, CCP and Delco, Delaware 

Montgomery County.  And they hired me because the organization 

hired Massimo Musumeci to start the school program here.  So 

there was a previous teacher, but apparently, they were not too 

satisfied with her, so they hired me.  And yeah, so I started a year 

ago, and I’ve been busily almost running the school.   

 

We offer different Italian classes.  We have privates, and then we 

have beginners: one beginners and two.  For a semester because we 

have high demand, we had an intermediate, but it didn’t work out 

this semester because no one really requested it.  We’re trying to 

actually update it – the whole school because it’s not enough, and 

the demand is high.  But I guess I believe the price is kind of low, 

and so there has to be some adjustment and hire another teacher 

besides me so we can offer more classes.  So that’s why I’m here. 

 

Interviewer: And what else are you – so you must be familiar with the 

organization besides just the language courses.  What other kinds 

of things – like, there’s something going on upstairs now.  

 

Eleonora: Yeah, yeah.  Well, they organize a lot of festivities.  Like all the – 

how do they call in English?  They have, like, San Marco or San 

Giovanni.  Like for saints, they do, or like the Italian district – they 

organize parades and, like, the block – they close the block around 

actually here.  They offer wine, foods.  So they’re very connected 

to the Italian community around here.   
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It’s mainly Italian-American immigrants from southern Italy, so 

we’re talking about Sicily and Calabria and some Campania, which 

is where Napoli is, but a lot of them are from Calabria.  The man 

who started it, Pasquale Nestico – and he’s Calabrian – he’s our 

physiotherapist, I think.  I don’t know one of those.  But yeah, then 

he’s – and then Rosetta, who is a women upstairs, they both run 

this district here.  They have a lot of other organizations.  I mean, 

same organizations, but a lot of different placements around United 

States, Canada, and Europe.   

 

If you actually go upstairs, you see all around the wall they have 

Filitalia Camden, Filitalia Toronto.  You can see where those cities 

are if you need them to write down.  It’s international now, so it’s 

throughout the world – I mean Europe and America, and so yes. 

 

Interviewer:  Okay, and what – who are most of your students? 

 

Eleonora: Okay.  It varies from just graduates that want to learn Italian, so I 

have, like, couples coming to the classes who recently – they go to 

grad school maybe, so people from University City just graduate, 

or people who just are doing their careers – some from New Jersey 

and a lot of them from South Philadelphia.  A lot of them are 

Italian-American immigrants that always heard about the dialect 

and the language in their country, but they don’t really know it.  So 

yeah, mainly they are from here.  So I would say 70 percent of my 

students are from this area. 

 

Interviewer: And are they second generation and third? 

 

Eleonora: Yeah second generation – it depends on their age.  I had older 

people, like 60 years old – like, this class usually has two ladies 

who are 60’s.  So their parents immigrate here, so they are second 

generation, sometimes third generation.  But they are – they still 

are very close to their Italy, and they often have very wrong 

impressions of what Italy is.  It’s very idolized the image of Italy 

through immigrants, so that’s one of the things that I teach or I talk 

about.  It’s the actual image of Italy now, which is extremely 

different now from what it used to be when their parents moved or 

what their parents told them, so –  

 

Interviewer: Can you think of an example or a story that someone told you that 

seemed like it was very different from what the reality of Italy is 

today? 
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Eleonora: An example -- like this thing happens every single day. 

 

Interviewer: Oh, really? 

 

Eleonora: Yeah.  Oh no, it’s just an overall idea that it’s so beautiful and so 

perfect.  You know? And then, for example, when we discuss with 

the higher-level classes, politics or we read the news of things that 

happen there, they tend to be like, “Yeah, but that happens 

everywhere, it’s like normal,” but a lot of the things that happen in 

Italy are really abnormal and against any type of democracy.  So 

they tend to minimize the problems – ignore them, and they just 

love to be stuck with that idea of Italy that is just wonderland.  It’s 

the motherland – the beautiful Italy where everybody sits around, 

eats, and sings, and takes care of their casas.   

 

No, no, I’m from Rome.  A lot of – oh, the idea, for example, 

would be the idea of Italy being peaceful and tranquil and like 

relaxing.  They ask me, like, “When you moved here, like what 

must have been so shocking.”  Honestly, my life went from the 

extremely stressful to absolutely be able to handle it.  It’s true that 

American pace is really fast, but it’s different because people – 

especially I’m from Rome, the capital, and any major city has a 

gigantic problem with traffic.  Therefore, people’s patience and – 

people are extremely neurotic, so there is this old built-in stress 

and anger – like I remember, like my day.  Once I left home, I 

wouldn’t go back until the night because it’s a 20, half an hour, 40-

minute trip, and I swear it’s the distance of here and City Hall.  

Yeah, but it takes like a lot.  Maybe not that close, but it’s not that 

far. 

 

Interviewer: I just was wondering, too, about different regional differences that 

you see here in South Philly and among your student.  I mean, how 

people sort of like [inaudible] differences. 

 

Eleonora: Between regions, between immigrants?  Well, besides their dialect, 

that is very different.  They manage to create their own dialect, 

which is often a mixture between Sicilian and Calabrese and 

Napolitano, and they often have their own mixture of their own 

language that if they go back home, nobody would understand 

them.  Differences between regions – not really, because as long as 

you are Italian, you are the same thing: immigrant.  I mean, besides 

food, and those are more – you see those more in Italy than here 

because here, it’s just like Italian-Americans, immigrants.  So –  
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Interviewer: So is this organization connected to the other – the Sicilian cultural 

club where the guys, like, drink coffee and play cards?   

 

Eleonora: No, no.  Oh, God, no.  

 

Interviewer: No, this is totally different.  Okay, are you familiar with that? 

 

Eleonora: Yeah.  And there’s, like, another Calabrese – another organization 

that is from Calabria.  Yeah – no.  Did you go to the other coffee 

shop?  Where did you go?  Where’s the Sicilian? 

 

Interviewer: The one with the – there’s like, an awning, and it’s painted on the 

top with what the name of the club is, and there were a bunch of 

older men drinking coffee and playing cards there. 

 

Eleonora: No, no, no, no it’s not affiliated with that.  Actually, in this 

building, the only thing that happens – it’s very few events like 

those and my classes.  That’s about it, which is unfortunate 

because they have – here, they have all kids set up, as you can see, 

and they wanted to do things with kids.  And there is so much 

potential because the place is great, but unfortunately, they’re 

Italians, and they take everything slow, and they procrastinate.  

And unless you like push them to the point that I either quit or we 

do something about this, which is – I’m getting there.  Unless you 

do that, they won’t do that because you know –   

 

Interviewer: It’s just taking a long time 

 

Eleonora: Yeah, everything takes a long time in Italy to get it done. 

 

Interviewer: Okay.  Well, thank you very much. 

 


