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Eva Hernandez: My name is Eva Hernandez.  Eva Mirtha Hernandez.  I live in 

South Philly, and I‟ve been here for about eight years. 

 

Interviewer: Where did you come from before you were here? 

 

Eva Hernandez: The first time I came to the United States was New York City for 

vacation when I was 20 years old.  So I decide to visit New York 

every year until I met my husband and I decide to stay.  So my 

husband is starting to work in Philadelphia, so we moved from 

New York to Philadelphia.  And we have more than eight years 

living here. 

 

Interviewer: And how old are you now? 

 

Eva Hernandez: I‟m 35. 

 

Interviewer: I know you met your husband in New York, right, and he‟s from 

Philadelphia?  And then you moved here? 

 

Eva Hernandez: He‟s Mexican, too.  But he went to New York for vacation, so we 

met there. 

 

Interviewer: So you‟re both Mexican visiting New York? 

 

Eva Hernandez: Yes. 

 

Interviewer: So what was the process like deciding to come to Philadelphia? 

 

Eva Hernandez: Especially because his job, he works for marble company, and so I 

was pregnant for my first child, so we decide that Philadelphia we 

can stay for a while until we find another job for me after my 

pregnancy.  So basically, that is why we stay here. 

 

Interviewer: What was it like moving from – where were you living in Mexico? 

 

Eva Hernandez: Mexico City.  I used to work for a TV station, [speaking Spanish], 

and I worked there for three years.  And it was, oh, my God, I 

decide to talk to my boss by phone.  And I told him by phone I 
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would stay to New York, I would not return, so thank you very 

much.  It was a crazy thing that I did, but I was so happy living in 

New York, and I worked there as a waitress, and I loved it.  It was 

a new experience, was something new for me.  It was very, very 

important, very free for me at the age of 20. 

 

Interviewer: What was it that made you love New York that made you want to 

leave home? 

 

Eva Hernandez: Maybe because in Mexico, even I had a good job and a good 

salary, I looked at things I saw in New York, maybe fancy things, 

maybe expensive things that I can buy easily, but Mexican money 

we can find easily in Mexico.  For example, my family come to 

Philadelphia and to New York to buy things, just to shop. 

 

Interviewer: Is your family, is the rest of your family still in Mexico City? 

 

Eva Hernandez: Yes.  I‟m the only one who lives here in the United States. 

 

Interviewer: How does your family feel about this? 

 

Eva Hernandez: At the beginning, it was hard because I was – I had to wait five 

years until I get my papers, my residence.  So I couldn‟t go to 

Mexico until I got the ID.  So in the meantime, my family came to 

see me every year, but it‟s not the same.  I got to Mexico and see 

every six months, every eight months.  That‟s not usual for me 

because in my experience, many Mexicans came for different 

reasons, and I miss my family, but I go to Mexico every year. 

 

Interviewer: How do you feel about this part of Philadelphia? 

 

Eva Hernandez: I love – well, after we came, for the first year, I didn‟t like it.  

Why?  Because it was a quiet city, not many people.  And then 

after one year, I love Philadelphia, and I started to help people.  

Well, I will stay here and I will do something for them in pay for 

stay here.  I am a very helpful person, so I [inaudible] and I talked 

to – at the beginning was different director – let me see if I 

remember his name – Pedro.  So I talked to Pedro if I can help him 

doing something.  So I was there for about eight months.  I worked 

there as a volunteer helping Mexican – many immigrants, but 

especially Mexican. 
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Interviewer: What do you think it the hardest thing for immigrants coming now 

from Mexico to South Philadelphia?  I know there‟s a large 

Mexican community. 

 

Eva Hernandez: Hard in which way? 

 

Interviewer: I guess just what is the biggest difficulty that you saw, the hardest 

adjustment? 

 

Eva Hernandez: The language, maybe.  Even I have more than eight years here, and 

still take an ESL class because I don‟t feel comfortable to speak 

very long or if I make mistake, I‟m very shy.  So for them, it‟s very 

difficult to communicate and express themselves.  It‟s very – it‟s 

the worst part. 

 

Interviewer: Was that the hardest part for you, also? 

 

Eva Hernandez: Yes.  Communicate with others, yep. 

 

Interviewer: In your neighborhood here, what has it been like with the 

neighbors?  Are you living with all Mexican families around you 

or what‟s the sort of makeup of your block, let‟s say, that you live 

on? 

 

Eva Hernandez: From one side, we have Italian neighbors, and the other side, 

Chinese neighbors, but very nice people, very, very nice.  So we 

don‟t have – we talk, but not every day, just good morning, good 

afternoon.  We don‟t have a long conversation. 

 

Interviewer: How do you feel like your children‟s experience is different than 

yours growing up, being the first generation of your family to be 

here? 

 

Eva Hernandez: I encourage them to speak both languages, Spanish and English, 

and maybe another, because it‟s like another world.  They can 

communicate with different people, and many opportunities in the 

future they will have.  And I encourage them to keep Spanish, my 

heritage.  And when we go to Mexico every year, they speak very 

better Spanish, the accent.  American people have hard time with 

the “r” pronunciation, so they don‟t have the accent.  They speak 

clearly Spanish. 
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Interviewer: What do you think their experiences – how do they identify 

themselves?  Do they feel like they‟re Mexican or do they feel like 

they‟re from South Philadelphia?  Or are they too young? 

 

Eva Hernandez: They‟re too young, I think.  They‟re too young.  But if you ask my 

daughter where do you live, she‟s very happy to say I live in 

Philadelphia and I was born in Philadelphia.  So she knows. 

 

Interviewer: I guess I want to talk about memories.  What are the things that 

you bring with you, especially for you, as the first and only 

member of your family to come?  What do you feel is the thing 

that you have brought with you to South Philadelphia from Mexico 

City, from your family, the thing that you need to keep with you in 

your home, pass on to your children?  It could be a tradition, a 

food, a dance. 

 

Eva Hernandez: Decoration.  Well, we have the – we say in Spanish, we have the 

music in our veins.  So the music, yeah, the music is basic at home.  

We start the day with music and we end the day with music.  

Dance, yeah, but my son likes both Latin music and pop music in 

English.  I think he will keep that.  He will keep our music and his 

own music. 

 

Interviewer: So when you say the day begins with music and it ends with music, 

is that – what does that mean?  Explain that to me. 

 

Eva Hernandez: I think the music inspired in us many things, like love, like 

something that – 

 

Interviewer: We got to start over.  I‟ll wait till that – sorry.  You said I think the 

music inspired us. 

 

Eva Hernandez: Inspired in us many things, for example, if you start dancing in the 

morning, I don‟t know, it‟s a click in your body that make us feel 

better in many ways.  Like it starts with happiness, start with 

energy, start with – you can avoid sadness. 

 

Interviewer: How does this work in your house?  Do you wake up early in the 

morning and you get the kids up and you put on the radio? 

 

Eva Hernandez: Yes.  At 6:30, we turn on the TV, but with music station.  So we 

know, okay, we start preparing things for school, and my son go to 

take a bath, and he take the radio with him.  It start with music.  He 

take a shower with the music.  And she loves dancing, my daughter 
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loves dancing.  My daughter loves singing, too.  It‟s like an extra 

point for our day.  It‟s like many – I don‟t know how can explain 

to you what is music for us, exactly, but it‟s like an element, a 

basic element that develops the rest of the day activities. 

 

Interviewer: What‟s your earliest memory of this when you were a kid?  Is this 

something that you, when you were very small, do you remember 

doing? 

 

Eva Hernandez: My father playing the guitar and singing songs, altogether sitting 

and he playing the guitar and my brothers and sisters singing 

together.  That‟s my memories. 

 

Interviewer: When would that happen? 

 

Eva Hernandez: Christmas.  Christmas, I think, at the age of 3 or 4. 

 

Interviewer: Did you have music every morning when you were a kid? 

 

Eva Hernandez: Yes, every morning.  And I remember I took jazz lessons, but at 

the age of 16.  I remember when I was 7, 8 years old, I was 

dancing that I won, I don‟t know, three or four awards, just 

dancing at home, practicing every year.  No lesson from any 

teacher, no.  I was dancing by myself.  I feel the music.  I feel the 

energy.  The music provides me something.  I don‟t know, it‟s a 

click. 

 

Interviewer: Where do you think you got this from?  Is this from your father, 

your mother? 

 

Eva Hernandez: I think both.  In Mexico, in kindergarten, we have, in our tradition, 

Mother‟s Day.  It‟s a parade.  And we had to dance, like talent 

show.  It‟s like a talent show here.  So every year, we had to dance 

a song for our mothers.  So we had to practice during the year, all 

the year, to present our song to our moms.  So I think it‟s like 

many elements together. 

 

Interviewer: Is it always just a song or is it a song and a dance? 

 

Eva Hernandez: Song and a dance. 

 

Interviewer: That you would do for your mother? 

 

Eva Hernandez: Yeah. 
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Interviewer: Do you remember the first time you did it? 

 

Eva Hernandez: Yes, like a belly dancer, and I don‟t remember the song, but I 

remember my costume as a belly dance, I just remember that, but 

not the song. 

 

Interviewer: Is this a tradition that you will keep? 

 

Eva Hernandez: Yes. 

 

Interviewer: So your kids are doing a dance for you every – or a song for you? 

 

Eva Hernandez: My daughter, Isabella, she‟s taking three classes of ballet, and my 

son, he takes classes at his school, afterschool class, for – with the 

same – I think it‟s the same teacher that teaches Isabella and my 

son.  I don‟t remember exactly. 

 

Interviewer: Is it a certain time of year?  Because I never heard about this, so 

this is very interesting to me.  Is it Mother‟s Day? 

 

Eva Hernandez: Mother‟s Day, yes.   

 

Interviewer: The same Mother‟s Day as we have here? 

 

Eva Hernandez: No.  We celebrate Mother‟s Day on May 10
th

, and I think – I‟m 

pretty sure, but in Mexico, we present a talent show for Mother‟s 

Day that day at school every year. 

 

Interviewer: So it‟s the school.  And all the mothers come. 

 

Eva Hernandez: Yes. 

 

Interviewer: So how will you do this here in Philadelphia? 

 

Eva Hernandez: Isabella goes to Head Start, and they‟re preparing a ball for the end 

of the year, actually, it will be next year.  So parents and mothers 

and fathers will come to see their dancing.  There will be – oh, my 

God, we continue with that. 

 

Interviewer: Same sort of thing.  I‟d love to hear something more specifics 

about your family.  If you could tell me about when you were 

growing up, your parents and what jobs they were doing and what 

it was like for you growing up, compared to what it‟s like now for 
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your kids and your family.  What was your experience like at 7 or 

12 years old, compared to what it is now for your kids? 

 

Eva Hernandez: In Mexico, my mother and father used to work, so we didn‟t have 

time to celebrate together, to pass together.  My father used to 

work in the morning, from, I don‟t know, 7:00 a.m. until 9:00.  

And my mother the same thing.  So we didn‟t have the chance to 

talk to them on specific topics.  And the only – I remember just for 

celebrations, like Christmas, like birthdays, we stayed together.   

 

Interviewer: And those memories are always associated with music and dance? 

 

Eva Hernandez: Yes.  Yes, yes, yes. 

 

Interviewer: I just need you to tell me that because that‟s the way it works so I 

can edit it because then I said it. 

 

Eva Hernandez: I just remember that the time we passed together, we had together 

was just celebration on Christmas, on parties, on birthdays.  Other 

days, they worked from the morning to the end. 

 

Interviewer: And what was their job? 

 

Eva Hernandez: My father started TV station, now it‟s Television Azteca.  And he 

worked for about 30 years.  Then, because of his age, he was 

almost 50, he decide to start a new business for him.  He opened a 

grocery store.  And my mother helped him with the grocery store.  

So he has to start the day very, very early and end very late. 

 

Interviewer: What was your mother‟s job? 

 

Eva Hernandez: With the grocery store. 

 

Interviewer: And before that, just taking care of the kids? 

 

Eva Hernandez: Yes.  Well, before that, they had a business.  They made, how do 

you say, flower arrangements for the brides and for Sweet 

Sixteens. 

 

Interviewer: Sweet Sixteens are called – what‟s it called?  What‟s the name in 

Spanish? 

 

Eva Hernandez: [speaking Spanish]. 
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Interviewer: What‟s the – something else. 

 

Eva Hernandez: Quinceanera.  The quinceanera‟s the name for the sweet sixteen.  

The decoration, the arrangements for the Sweet Sixteen we call 

[speaking Spanish].  In English it is flower arrangements.  For 

Sweet Sixteen, for the bride, and things like that. 

 

Interviewer: Did you learn how to do it? 

 

Eva Hernandez: Yes.  Actually, I very, very creative person with my hands.  I make 

balloon decorations and I make the interior decorations and I 

started one year of graphic design. 

 

Interviewer: What do you do now? 

 

Eva Hernandez: I work for Head Start where my daughter goes there part-time.  

And the rest of the day, I am basically with my kids.  And I think 

it‟s important for a family, the first thing for me to take care of. 

 

Interviewer: Did you – when your parents would do the flower arrangements, is 

that something they taught you? 

 

Eva Hernandez: No, it‟s very, very, I don‟t know, weird.  But I just remember my 

father do the arrangement and I just copied him.  I played with the 

things they used to have to make the decoration, and one day, 

when my – I remember one day, my mom told me, can you do this 

for me?  We need money.  So I make – I don‟t know how I did it, 

but I did one flower arrangements, and it‟s why I learned.  I just – 

 

Interviewer: Could you make one now? 

 

Eva Hernandez: Oh, yeah. 

 

Interviewer: Maybe I‟ll have you make one for this.  That would be cool.  So 

now I‟m getting a picture more of these memories, but if you had – 

if you had to pick one memory of Mexico City – 

 

Eva Hernandez: Family.  My family.  I miss my family, and now the situation in 

Mexico is very, very, very dangerous, so when I think that I have 

to see my family, I think, why don‟t I have my family here, instead 

of there?  Because we‟re – I understand American people that 

sometimes say we, as immigrants, we come and, I don‟t know, we 

do things that – we pass the point, the borders, for example.  Many 

people, they don‟t come to work, they come to destroy or to do bad 
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things to others, right.  From experience, all the people that I know, 

Mexican, they work hard for their families and then back in the 

future.  And for me, I just want to see my family.  That‟s the more 

important thing in the world.  

 

Interviewer: Have you tried to bring them here? 

 

Eva Hernandez: Just for vacation.  My mom and my dad were here when I was 

pregnant for the second time, and my father was in the hospital 

with my husband and I when I was in my delivery. 

 

Interviewer: Do they want to come here? 

 

Eva Hernandez: No. 

 

Interviewer: They like it where they are? 

 

Eva Hernandez: Yes, they like where they are.  Well, my father loves to go to 

Atlantic City for the casinos.  Oh, my God.  But my mother say 

that no, they like Mexico.  I don‟t know why they like Mexico, but 

for me, we have, my husband and I, we have our kids here, and I 

think they have a better life here than in Mexico.  Even I studied in 

Mexico and I finish high school and one year of college, I don‟t 

think it‟s a good idea to go there. 

 

Interviewer: What is the biggest difference for you from South Philadelphia to 

Mexico City? 

 

Eva Hernandez: In which way because – okay, we‟re talking about family.  I think 

they are not too close to each other.  I like to see families more 

close each other, like take her more.  Like you spend more time 

with your kids, spend more time with your husband, spend more 

time with your wife.  I think it will be the biggest difference to 

change. 

 

Interviewer: You feel like here, people don‟t spend enough time with each 

other? 

 

Eva Hernandez: Yes. 

 

Interviewer: And so that‟s why it‟s important to show your children? 

 

Eva Hernandez: Yes, that‟s why it‟s important.  Because it‟s like your family, it‟s – 

how can I say – in good shape, that‟s the other things will come, 
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small things.  That‟s what – I think it‟s the center of the life, 

family. 

 

Interviewer: How did you pick the block that you live on?  How did you find 

this house? 

 

Eva Hernandez: We had to move – I used to live on 8
th
 Street in McKean, between 

8
th
 and 7

th
.  So the rent was so high that the house was too cold in 

winter.  So we decide to move to another house.  We talked to the 

boss – we talked to the owner of the house, and we said that we‟re 

going to move, and we talked to him, but without having another 

house to get in.  So in two weeks, the first house that we found was 

the one on 12
th

 Street, the house where now we‟re living.  And we 

are looking for a house to buy because I think it‟s enough for us to 

move in, to keep growing. 

 

Interviewer: Will you stay in this neighborhood? 

 

Eva Hernandez: No, it‟s expensive.  We‟re looking Upper Darby, Drexel Hill, but 

every time I go there, I miss these streets.  I love these streets, I 

know the people, I know the neighborhood.   

 

Interviewer: What is it about the neighbors and the streets and the neighborhood 

that you love here? 

 

Eva Hernandez: It‟s very – my son goes to Annunciation BVM, which is a Catholic 

school.  So we go to the church every weekend, every Sunday.  So 

I think most of the people right here, I know them.  I know them. 

 

Interviewer: So church is important to your community.  Tell me about your 

church.  What is the makeup of the church?  Is it all different types 

of people? 

 

Eva Hernandez: Yes.  Well, seven years ago, we didn‟t have a lesson in Spanish, 

now we have.  We have 8:30 mass completely in Spanish.  I was 

surprised seven years ago, nobody, nobody of the Mexican go to 

the church.  And now, it‟s full.  And they help, the church, wow, 

tremendously a lot. 

 

Interviewer: They help you a lot? 

 

Eva Hernandez: Yes. 

 

Interviewer: Does the church, is it Italian and Mexican – 
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Eva Hernandez: Yes, Italian.  Yeah, Italian, Mexican – 

 

Interviewer: Which church? 

 

Eva Hernandez: Annunciation BVM.  It‟s 10
th

 and Dickinson.  And I am involved 

in many things in the church.  For example, when at the school 

they need me make the decoration with balloons, I do the 

decoration for they have, I don‟t know, the wedding at church and 

they need me, I help them.   

 

Interviewer: When you first went to the church, there were not many Mexicans? 

 

Eva Hernandez: No. 

 

Interviewer: You were, maybe, the only Mexican family? 

 

Eva Hernandez: Yes.   

 

Interviewer: Could you talk about what that was like and how you were 

received and just how – I know, living in this neighborhood, I 

think probably as long – I think we‟ve been here ten years – I  

remember having seen different reactions to different groups.  I 

remember seeing an old Italian couple complaining about different 

types of people being here and why are they here, but most people 

I know thought it was great.  But I‟m curious what your experience 

was and how you felt. 

 

Eva Hernandez: My experience was totally friendly, totally friendly, but maybe 

because I speak a little bit in English.  But Mexican, they can 

communicate, they can express themselves, express their feelings.  

They express that they are nice people, they are people who work.  

In my opinion, no, I haven‟t had a bad experience. 

 

Interviewer: So when you first went to the church, what was it like?  Tell me 

about that day when you realized, oh, my goodness, there‟s no 

other Mexican people. 

 

Eva Hernandez: I thought it was strange because I didn‟t know how to pray in 

English.  So I look at the Bible and followed the words in English, 

but it‟s totally different.  Usually the mass ends in 30 minutes.  

And we, as Mexican, and not just Mexican, Latin people, our mass 

lasts for about one hour or more.  We sing at church.  So it‟s not 

very plain.   
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Interviewer: You felt like it was only half a mass? 

 

Eva Hernandez: Yes.  Exactly.  And I don‟t know, after my – if I go to mass every 

Sunday, I feel like I am doing something right for myself or for 

others, even it‟s not in church.  If I – I‟m a person who helps 

others, doesn‟t matter if I don‟t receive any from them.  I just like 

to do things, and that‟s it.  I can‟t expect to receive something from 

them.  No. 

 

Interviewer: Who is the first friend you made?  Tell me about the first friends 

you made here? 

 

Eva Hernandez: Could be at church.  Could be a person in the church. 

 

Interviewer: Who was it? 

 

Eva Hernandez: It‟s strange, but her name is Nancy, and she came from Texas to 

help people in Philadelphia, and she‟s not from here.  So she 

knows more people than I do, and I live here for more years than 

her.  She‟s like me, she likes to help others, and I like that part of 

her.  So I think part of myself identifies to her. 

 

Interviewer: And that‟s who you first met when you came? 

 

Eva Hernandez: Yes. 

 

Interviewer: What do you mean she came from Texas to help people? 

 

Eva Hernandez: A person from church, Sister Loraine, went to Texas – I don‟t 

know the reason – and talked to Nancy if she liked to come to 

Philadelphia and talk to the Mexican – 

 

Interviewer: To help the Mexican community. 

 

Eva Hernandez: Yes because she speaks English and Spanish, so we like people 

who speak both languages to communicate to us. 

 

Interviewer: So the church actively was inviting in the Mexican community into 

the church. 

 

Eva Hernandez: Yes. 

 

Interviewer: And before that, the church was mostly Italian. 
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Eva Hernandez: Yeah.  We had many celebrations now that before, in Philadelphia, 

we didn‟t have, like Cinco de Mayo, we have bigger celebrations.  

We have soccer teams in Philadelphia.  We love soccer.  We are 

involved into others, even if it‟s not our Mexican.  We love our 

tradition.  Soccer is a tradition, actually, a tradition.  And it‟s  a 

way to communicate to others, to transmit, to say we‟re doing 

sports, we‟re – I don‟t know – like other people, but we can help in 

this country because more – many or few, they think that just 

immigrants came to do bad things for the country.  I don‟t think so 

because I‟m here, I‟m helping.   

 

I very thankful for the country it has gave to me, but I‟m paying 

back, and I – I don‟t see myself in Mexico, not at all. 

 

Interviewer: Do you consider yourself American? 

 

Eva Hernandez: Not American.  I consider Mexican, but I feel more happy here.  I 

feel myself in here.  I found something in here that makes me feel 

part of it. 

 

Interviewer: I hope you can find a house here.  I bet you could. 

 

Eva Hernandez: Maybe.  It‟s hard, but maybe. 

 

Interviewer: Upper Darby will be very different. 

 

Eva Hernandez: Very, very different. 

 

Interviewer: So here‟s the tricky question, and you‟re the first person who‟s 

going to get to try to answer it.  If you were going to take this idea 

of your journey, your journey from Mexico City to South 

Philadelphia, and you were going to think of that journey as a 

physical memory, as a movement, something that would symbolize 

that journey that is a memory involving movement.  I know that is 

a strange question.   

 

What would the one thing – what‟s the strongest memory you 

have, and when I say a memory of movement, I mean a memory of 

movement could be the way hands move to create a flower 

arrangement, a memory of movement could be a dance, a memory 

of movement can be the way you would walk from your home to 

the church.  Those are all memories of movement.  And I know it‟s 

hard to think of one thing, but I think from that time you were a 
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little girl to here, holding your little girl in your lap, what is the 

physical memory that is strongest to you? 

 

Eva Hernandez: The music.  The music or dancing. 

 

Interviewer: Is there – when you say dancing, is there a specific dance that was 

in your house? 

 

Eva Hernandez: No.  Just I love any kind of music. 

 

Interviewer: What was the dance you would do growing up?  What is the dance 

you do in your home? 

 

Eva Hernandez: Because of my age, „80s songs.  But I don‟t – any kind of music.  

My son is now hearing songs punk, and I love music. 

 

Interviewer: When you say dance, you mean just dance like you‟re in a club or 

is it social dance? 

 

Eva Hernandez: Just for celebrate, as a celebration.  Just dance.  Like keep – I just – 

dance as a celebration with somebody together, as a family maybe, 

as friends. 

 

Interviewer: What‟s the first dance that you learned?  When you dance, is it 

salsa?  Is it made up?  Is it dancing like you‟re in a club?  What is 

the dance that you dance with your family? 

 

Eva Hernandez: It depends on the occasion, but any kind of music we dance, any 

kind of music.  We have the music in the veins.  We just hear 

music and it‟s like a click, and we stand up and start dancing.  Any 

kind of music. 

 

Interviewer: And what is the dance that you‟re dancing? 

 

Eva Hernandez: It could be – I lived in Mexico City, and I can say – 

 

Interviewer: If you were going to teach the dance to someone, what would it 

be?  If I said show me how to dance like you dance when you 

dance in the house? 

 

Eva Hernandez: It‟s a mix, maybe.  It‟s a mix, part with salsa and meringue.  It‟s a 

mix. 

 

Interviewer: And that‟s what you teach?  So the kids will learn it from you? 
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Eva Hernandez: Yes. 

 

Interviewer: And you learn it from your parents? 

 

Eva Hernandez: Yes. 

 

Interviewer: So there were dance parties in your house always? 

 

Eva Hernandez: Always.  Always. 

 

Interviewer: How often?  Once a week? 

 

Eva Hernandez: Maybe more.  Maybe three times a week. 

 

Interviewer: So explain – because this is the picture that I want to get.  It‟s not 

normal – I mean, it‟s normal for – what I‟m saying is it‟s not 

typical for a lot of American families.  We don‟t grow up dancing. 

 

Eva Hernandez: I have something in my mind.  I just talked to my grandmother, 

and I asked her, how are you today?  Well, I was with the radio 

and I was dancing by myself.  So it‟s like, oh, my God.  I figured 

out that she‟s fine.  She tells me about the music so she‟s – she put 

the radio on and just dancing herself.  It‟s like – I can‟t explain to 

you – 

 

Interviewer: How old is your grandmother? 

 

Eva Hernandez: 81.  81, and she‟s still – she was talking to me about celebration 

that she went – how do you say – somebody at the church with the 

bride and the groom? 

 

Interviewer: Wedding? 

 

Eva Hernandez: A wedding.  She went to a wedding, and she took some cups, like 

beers, and I said, oh, my God, you are 81.  Yeah, and I had a good 

time dancing.  And she‟s 81.  So it‟s like a celebration.  I don‟t 

know, it‟s like – I can‟t explain to you what is the music for us.  

It‟s very important.  But I can‟t – 

 

Interviewer: It doesn‟t matter.  I think I‟m trying to think of more the pattern, 

the actual dance you‟re doing.  Because it‟s been passed down, 

right, and so your great-grandmother, 80-something, is alone in her 

house dancing.  And you‟re saying three times a – you only saw 
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your parents very briefly every day, like you said, they wouldn‟t 

get home till 9:00.  But three times during that week, you would 

dance with your parents in the house? 

 

Eva Hernandez: Yes. 

 

Interviewer: Would they wake you up when they got home at 9:00?  Would 

they dance? 

 

Eva Hernandez: Yes.  And during the day at the grocery, they put the radio, not at 

high volume, but I can say not too high, but high, even when they 

were working.  They need to have the music on the grocery. 

 

Interviewer: Did you have dance parties in the grocery store? 

 

Eva Hernandez: No. 

 

Interviewer: So they were in the house, like in the living room? 

 

Eva Hernandez: Yes.  Or maybe on the weekends, I remember all my neighbors 

come to my house and dancing with – not like a nice radio, just an 

old radio, but everybody dancing.  Everybody dancing, just like 

that. 

 

Interviewer: I was trying – because part of what we‟re doing – let me stop this. 

 

[Break in tape] 

 

Eva Hernandez: – explaining one word, even in Spanish, it's hard to explain.  It's 

not like -- 

 

Interviewer: Oh, I know, it's hard.  What we're doing is a hard thing because 

we're trying to make a dance out of people's stories, which is a 

strange thing to do.  And I'm trying to find something in everyone's 

story that can manifest itself, that becomes a dance so that we get 

people to dance out on the street by following the footprints.   

 

Eva Hernandez: Oh, okay, okay. 

 

Interviewer: See?  We want to create dance and music out there, so that's why 

I'm wondering like – 

 

Eva Hernandez: But any kind of music, if you turn off the light and it's salsa, I can 

dance.  Merengue, I can dance meringue. 
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Interviewer: How would you describe salsa if you were teaching some?  Let's 

say I'm out on the street and I come up on the salsa footprints and I 

dial the number and I hear your voice and you're gonna tell me 

how to dance salsa. 

 

Eva Hernandez: Just follow the rhythm.  Feel the rhythm in your body, yeah. 

 

Interviewer: Do you remember the steps?  Like right foot step?  Could you tell 

me physically what I need to do to do salsa? 

 

Eva Hernandez: But I think it's not that important because when you feel the music, 

all goes easily.  I think it's that.  It's not like one, two, three, one, 

one, two three.  No, if you don't feel the music, you won't learn 

how to dance.  You have to feel it first.  You have to insert 

something in your veins to start dancing.   

 

Interviewer: So dancing music is the thing that is connecting your family across 

the two countries? 

 

Eva Hernandez: Yes, the music.  Yeah, with the music. 

 

Interviewer: And you have both your kids in dance training? 

 

Eva Hernandez: My son, it's like he almost rarely goes to class because he just 

studied for a talent show.  It's over now.  But at home, I can tell 

you for sure that now he's listening to the radio now.  He's listening 

to the music. 

 

Interviewer: And dancing? 

 

Eva Hernandez: Yeah.  Right now, yeah.  Yeah, for sure.  Yeah, so it's like I don't 

know how to – we insert maybe the chip to our kids and maybe my 

father gave me something to – I don't know if it's something in our 

body like cells, like DNA that we have or something, though we 

enjoy.  I can't see my life in any day without no music.  No.  No 

way.  Last time we went to Mexico, my song was starting to play 

with my youngest brother with Playstation, that's a game.  I think 

band something, Rock Band.   

 

 And one was playing the drums and the other was playing the 

guitar and one with the microphone, so he started, I don't know, at 

6:00 p.m. and I remembered at 3:00 a.m. they're still playing that 

game.  So see it's – I don't know, many examples that I can give 
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you that you can figure it out how the music is important for my 

family. 

 

Interviewer: What do you feel that you and your family have brought to this 

neighborhood?  How is this neighborhood different because you've 

lived here? 

 

Eva Hernandez: I think that we're friendly.  That not all the immigrants – let me 

think.  Usually they don't communicate with the other Mexicans 

because of the language.  They can't express themselves.  And we 

took just a few words, they started to see what kind of people you 

are, what you in your acts maybe, and yourself maybe – I'm a very 

helpful person.  I say the point of view they have of immigrants.  

The point of view that we are different. 

 

Interviewer: You feel like you've changed people's point of views about – 

 

Eva Hernandez: Yes.  All the immigrants.  All the immigrants.  And all the people 

came from, let me see, from little towns.  I'm from Mexico City, so 

it's not just little towns that we came.  It's like I know the – how 

can I explain?  I'm starting the history of Philadelphia.  I know 

who came first, the Germans, the Europeans.  I know why they 

started with the beaches.  I want to get involved in all the history of 

the place where I live so I can explain to my daughter and my son 

about the city.  I know that it's called the Brotherly Love, the 

Brotherhood.  How do you say it in English? 

 

Interviewer: The City of Brotherly Love. 

 

Eva Hernandez: Brotherly Love, yeah.  I went many times to see the Independence 

Bell.  I don't know how many times we went to the art museum, so 

I love this city.  I think this is very historical. 

 

Interviewer: What's your favorite thing about South Philadelphia?  About this 

street? 

  

Eva Hernandez: This street, yeah.  The view, it's beautiful.  It's beautiful, the view.  

It's like you can see like Philadelphia where – okay.  I want this 

view for people who come from other parts and see that 

Philadelphia is this, this history.  Not other parts of the city, North 

Philly, West Philly, no.  I want that they come to see this part of 

the city.  I think it's one of the most beautiful streets in 

Philadelphia.  Even at Broad Street, the art street, I love this street.  
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And see the paints on 12th and – like right here in the corner.  

Twelfth and Morris, I think. 

 

Interviewer: The new mural? 

 

Eva Hernandez: Uh-huh, mural.  It's beautiful. 

 

Interviewer: Yeah.  That's brand new? 

 

Eva Hernandez: Yeah.  So things like that.  Things like we are the city.  I want that 

they think when come to visit the city and think about this city, 

know all the parts, know other things about Philadelphia.  Things 

like it's beautiful part. 

 

Interviewer: Okay.  I'm gonna ask you the questions I always ask people, then 

we'll be done, okay?  Because it's almost been an hour.  I'd love 

you to tell me the funniest story you have in coming to 

Philadelphia. 

 

Eva Hernandez: The funniest, hmm.  The funniest.  The funniest.  Can you tell me 

if you – 

 

Interviewer: Funny, like make people laugh.  Like funny you would tell your 

friends if you wanted them to – like just a funny story. 

 

Eva Hernandez: A funny story. 

 

Interviewer: It can be anything.  I ask this question always, no matter what the 

interview is. 

 

Eva Hernandez: Okay, okay, okay.  Funniest.  I just had one in my mind.  One, 

okay.  We went to the [inaudible] many, many times.  So one day 

when my sister came to visit Philadelphia for the first time and we 

went with my daughter again and we spent like two hours.  After 

two hours my daughter said – my sister was so interested in 

looking at the picture and my daughter said, "Yeah, yeah, yeah.  It 

has two eyes, one nose, so what's the big deal?"   

 

 So after many times she had spent in the art museums she was so 

tired like, "Please don't bring me to this art museum again."  So 

that's a, I don't know, funny thing because I love go to [inaudible] 

every time, it's different.  But for the kids, maybe they don't 

understand.  At that age, I don't know, but that happened to me. 
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Interviewer: She needed some really abstract art with like three eyes.  Some 

Picasso. 

 

Eva Hernandez: Yeah, something different.  Something different like something 

new.  But on the streets, I don't remember.  I just remember the 

crossing guard saying hi to me, like very friendly.  People are very 

friendly. 

 

Interviewer: What's the saddest story you have coming from Mexico to 

Philadelphia? 

 

Eva Hernandez: The saddest one. 

 

Interviewer: Saddest. 

 

Eva Hernandez: Okay.  The saddest one.  Okay, I was in Penn Landing and it was a 

celebration for, I don't know, it was Cinco de Mayo – no, the 

Independence Day.  It was the second year in a row that we went 

to that celebration, but it was around 6:00 p.m. that Mexico was 

still fighting each other.  So one of them killed the other one.  So I 

just have that memory and since that day, I don't go to Penn 

Landing and celebration Independence Day. 

 

Interviewer: This is Mexican Independence Day? 

 

Eva Hernandez: Yes, Mexican Independence Day. 

 

Interviewer: Oh, you saw that happen? 

 

Eva Hernandez: Yeah, I saw that happen.  I was so depressed or frustrated about 

why, why, why, why?  Even it's a human being, so that's the 

saddest part.  That's the saddest part. 

 

Interviewer: Okay.  How many brothers and sisters did you have?  I didn't ask it 

– 

 

Eva Hernandez: I have two brothers and two sisters. 

 

Interviewer: All still in Mexico? 

 

Eva Hernandez: Yeah, one is a psychologist who love to paint and the other one is a 

lawyer and the youngest works for a TV station.  He's a reporter in 

sports and he has a rock band.  He sings and he plays guitar.  And 

my other brother, he used to live with me and he just back to 
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Mexico with my family, so I don't know what he's doing.  He's just 

back to Mexico.  He used to work here, but he has a daughter, so 

maybe he misses her. 

 

Interviewer: Oh, she was in Mexico? 

 

Eva Hernandez: Yes. 

 

Interviewer: So that seems to be the hard part is that families can't all come.  

You get split up. 

 

Eva Hernandez: Yeah.  And we have a celebration soon.  My youngest sister will 

get married, I will go to celebrate that. 

 

Interviewer: In Mexico? 

 

Eva Hernandez: Yeah, next month. 

 

Interviewer: Lots of dancing. 

 

Eva Hernandez: Yes, lots of dancing, yeah.  Lots of dancing. 

 

Interviewer: Okay.  Last question.  What's your best story or memory of one the 

dance party or of dancing? 

 

Eva Hernandez: Dancing party?  You won't believe it.  Speaking of the funniest 

part, I have never gone to Chestnut and Second Street, I think 

where the [inaudible] are in Philadelphia because I just went like 

one year ago.  You won't believe it. 

 

Interviewer: To where? 

 

Eva Hernandez: To Brazil, that's a club. 

 

Interviewer: Oh, the club. 

 

Eva Hernandez: Yeah, I have never gone there.  Even if I live here, I have never 

gone there.  So that's the – I don't know.  I was surprised that many 

people at night were there dancing.  I didn't know before there 

were many clubs around there.  I went so many places, but houses, 

not in clubs.  Just [inaudible] and houses, but not in clubs. 

 

Interviewer: Here in Philadelphia? 
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Eva Hernandez: Yes. 

 

Interviewer: Is there a lot of dance parties here in Philadelphia in houses? 

 

Eva Hernandez: Yes, yes, in Mexican houses, yeah. 

 

Interviewer: Tell me about that.  I had no idea. 

 

Eva Hernandez: We have like a reunion, just for fun, just for talk.  We started 

talking and then we passed to – we want to, I don't know, to drink 

something and then we started to dance, yeah, at the end, yeah, at 

3:00 dance. 

 

Interviewer: Here in South Philadelphia? 

 

Eva Hernandez: Yeah. 

 

Interviewer: As sort of like a dance party, moving dance party, house party? 

 

Eva Hernandez: Yes, yes, [inaudible] yeah.  Not too many people, just like, I don't 

know, eight it could be, yeah.  We had one party so now we're at 

homes here.  No clubs. 

 

Interviewer: Everyone just calls and – 

 

Eva Hernandez: Yes.  We call each other, yeah. 

 

Interviewer: And do the kids come, too? 

 

Eva Hernandez: Yes, too, uh-huh. 

 

Interviewer: And stay up late and dance? 

 

Eva Hernandez: Yes.  Okay, maybe one parent go to check the kids upstairs and we 

have the celebration downstairs.  Playing cards maybe, domino, 

yeah, watching the game. 

 

Interviewer: And dancing. 

 

Eva Hernandez: Yeah, dancing, uh-huh, yeah. 

 

Interviewer: And this is something that you came from? 
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Eva Hernandez: Yes, yeah.  Yeah, we used to see that in Mexico.  Our neighbors 

come to visit us, yeah. 

 

Interviewer: What do you call it? 

 

Eva Hernandez: Party.  Just party. 

 

Interviewer: Just parties. 

 

Eva Hernandez: Yes, just party.  But it's like here in Philadelphia they don't have – 

they don't invite the neighbors just for dancing at home.  I don't see 

many people doing that.  No, we don't talk like each other a lot, 

like very, very friendly, like a good relationship.  In Mexico, we 

have.  We know each neighbor from the head from the toe, yeah.  

We know the names of the sons, daughters.  We're getting both 

more and now we're neighbors. 

 

Interviewer: Have you ever invited any of your friends that aren't Mexican to 

one of the dance parties? 

 

Eva Hernandez: Oh, of course, yeah. 

 

Interviewer: And did they come? 

 

Eva Hernandez: Yes, yes, they come. 

 

Interviewer: Who has come?  Nancy? 

 

Eva Hernandez: Nancy, Juanita, I have a friend Juanita, and I don't know.  Juanita 

invites two and Nancy invites like four and the other one invites 

more and more, yeah. 

 

Interviewer: So it's Italian and Mexican and – 

 

Interviewer: Italian?  No.  The only Italian that goes to our parties, it's who 

works for our church and her name is Marilyn who works for the 

church.  It's the person who counts the money for the church that 

gets involved a lot at the church. 

 

Interviewer: How is her dancing? 

 

Eva Hernandez: Pretty bad.  But we always say, "Don't worry about it."  And we 

went to dance with my husband, Buzz, who is American-Italian 

and he's like, "Oh, my God, I just have two left feet."  I said, 
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"Don't worry.  You will learn one day.  You will learn."  But it's 

like very hard for Americans to dance over at – well, some because 

in Brazil, I saw an American girl was dancing very well the 

Mexican or the Latin person.  It's very, very strange, but they were 

dancing very, very nice. 

 

Interviewer: Yeah, I love this story of the parties because people don't – how 

many houses would you say are doing it? 

 

Eva Hernandez: I don't know that.  I can't count.  Maybe more than – in this year or 

last year?  We – 

 

Interviewer: Like ten houses? 

 

Eva Hernandez: Ten houses, more.  More, more. 

 

Interviewer: Twenty houses? 

 

Eva Hernandez: Yeah, and we are starting to bring the celebration from Mexico in 

Christmas.  We call it Posadas.  It just [inaudible] in 

Christmastime.  Posadas is like a celebration.  We bring food to 

one house.  Okay, one party will be in one house, right?  And so 

everybody brings something to eat.  We sing songs to baby Jesus, 

then we make some candies bags for the kids, we break piñatas, we 

drink something that we call punch just for Christmas.  So we have 

for every celebration during the year, we have to invite Mexican to 

parties.  

 

Interviewer: I think it's amazing.  These dance parties involve 20 different 

houses at least. 

 

Eva Hernandez: Yes. 

 

Interviewer: It's big. 

 

Eva Hernandez: It's big. 

 

Interviewer: And you just communicate by phone? 

 

Eva Hernandez: Yes.  Or maybe on the streets I see somebody and say, "Okay, 

don't forget the party is on, I don't know, on this street tonight, 

tomorrow, so please don't forget." 

 



Journeys South  

A Project of the City of Philadelphia Mural Arts Program  

Interview with Eva Hernandez 
 

 
 

 

25 

Interviewer: There's a history of something like this in the Italian community, 

but we're just learning about it.  They used to have it.  They're 

called Supper Clubs and they would go and dance all the time in 

the evenings.  But we want to try to have one of these parties on 

the Avenue for the start of the art exhibition.  But instead of it just 

being like a Mexican dance party, we want to have the Cambodian 

and Mexican and Italian, all their dance parties be combined and 

everyone comes and everyone dances their dances and everyone 

brings their music and it just becomes a big group. 

 

Eva Hernandez: Yeah, like the United is like a county of immigrants that was the 

power all over the world, so that was The United States has the 

power because the immigrants, because of our traditions because 

we are many. 

 

Interviewer: It's true.  People forget. 

 

Eva Hernandez: Yeah, I don't know why.  I don't know.  I feel very strong because 

we are many different things to learn, different – maybe one people 

do their good in something, the other's good in something, so we 

combine and we are one. 

 

Interviewer: That's great.  Thank you. 

 

Eva Hernandez: Oh, thank you.  I don't know if this will work. 

 

[End of interview] 

 


