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Philip Disipio 

Interview Date: ? 

Location of interview: ? 

Interview conducted by Michelle Ortiz with Tony Rocco 

 

 

Philip:  My name is Philip Disipio. 

 

Female Interviewer: And how long has your family lived – how long have you been in 

this neighborhood, in this community? 

 

Philip: I’ve been in this neighborhood for 66 years. 

 

Female Interviewer: Do you want to talk a little bit about your family?  I mean, all of 

your life, all right, your whole life you’ve been in this community.  

Do you want to talk a little bit about your parents?  Where do your 

origins come from? 

 

Philip: Okay.  My parents – my mother and father’s parents came from 

Italy.  I’m not quite sure what part of Italy.  I think my mother 

came from Abruzzese.  My father, he was Calabrese but not too 

sure where; I mean, my grandfather rather, and my grandmother.  

Not quite sure where he came from. 

 

 Growing up in South Philadelphia was a great experience.  

Growing up, I had a great childhood.  People around the 

neighborhood of South Philly were great around the Italian 

neighborhood.  It was an experience that I will cherish for the rest 

of my life.  Great memories.  Ninth Street Market, I had a lot of 

relatives that had different occupations there, especially pushcart 

fruit and produce. 

 

Female Interviewer: Your family has always lived on League Street, right? 

 

Philip: Right. 

 

Female Interviewer: So where you live currently right now is on League Street. 

 

Philip: Right. 

 

Female Interviewer: Did your parents meet here in Philadelphia? 

 

Philip: Yes.  Yeah, my mother and father met on the same street, League 

Street, in the Italian Market, between Eighth and Ninth.  My 
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father’s mother lived at 807 League, and my mother’s mother lived 

at 814 League Street.  So they were about maybe four, five houses 

away from each other, and that’s how they met, growing  up. 

 

Female Interviewer: And you also lived in that location. 

 

Philip: I did live between Eighth and Ninth and League, but I lived – we 

lived two years at 939 League street, between Eighth and Ninth.  

That’s where I was born. 

 

Female Interviewer: How many brothers and sisters? 

 

Philip: I have three sisters and two brothers. 

 

Female Interviewer: I don’t know if you said the names of your parents. 

 

Philip: My mother was named Anna, and my father was named Rocco. 

 

Female Interviewer: So you said you had a lot of memories.  What were some of the 

things?  If you could talk a little bit about – I think what’s 

interesting if you could talk a little bit about your parents and what 

they did, and how – were they connected to the market?  I know 

you said some family members were, but if you could talk a little 

bit about your parents. 

 

Philip: Well, my recollection of my mother and father when I was young, 

they were great parents.  I could remember they took us 

everywhere, picnics, movies, it was very family-oriented.  Even 

my relatives, but my mother was kinda the disciplinarian.  She 

disciplined us, where my father was very low key and pretty much 

did what my mother told him to do. 

 

 It was a lot of love, a lot of passion.  My mother was kinda – she 

was pretty much the boss.  My father was the worker.  He was – he 

did a lot of things to help her, like, cleaning the house, taking care 

of us when he came home from work.  So it was about a 

combination with one another. 

 

Female Interviewer: So there was no set limit or male role, they both – 

 

Philip: No, they both contributed, but I think my mother did a little more 

as far as discipline.  Other than that, they pretty much worked 

together. 
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Female Interviewer: What were your parents’ occupations?  What did they – 

 

Philip: My father was foreman.  He used to work in a tomato factory, 

sorting out tomatoes.  He did that for – ever since I could 

remember.  He passed away in ’65.  He was a foreman.  A lot of 

times he used to take me up in the place where he worked, the 

tomato factory.  A lot of my relatives worked there too.  I had two 

aunts worked there, I had an uncle working there. 

 

Female Interviewer: Where was this tomato factory? 

 

Philip: It was down near Patterson Avenue, if I remember.  I would say 

about Seventh and Patterson in South Philly. 

 

Female Interviewer: How was it – did things change after your father passed away? 

 

Philip: No, not really, because when my father passed, he passed away at 

47.  Things really didn’t change that much after he passed away.  

The only thing that I could remember changing was my mother 

kind of backed off with the discipline and pretty much made us 

have our way.  Except, every now and then, we used to get out of 

line, but she would correct it, but it wasn’t the same without my 

father.  Yeah. 

 

Female Interviewer: Are you the oldest of the brothers or – ? 

 

Philip: No.  Yeah, I’m the oldest of the brothers.  I have a sister, Angel, 

she’s the oldest of my sisters. 

 

Female Interviewer: Did you or Angel feel that, after your father passed away, did you 

have to assume responsibility within the household? 

 

Philip: Yeah, I did feel that way, yeah.  I felt that way, being the oldest 

son and ready to take on responsibility, but I have to admit it didn’t 

work out that way.  It kinda – everybody pulled together and we 

gave each other strength, and moved on. 

 

Female Interviewer: Was there ever a saying or a phrase, or something that you 

remember of your father that you still carry with you to this day? 

 

Philip: Well, I could remember not a lot, but he used to tell me, not often, 

but every once in a while, he used to say, “You’d better be kind 

and good to people because you can lead a good life that way.”  

That was good advice.  He told me that every once in a while.  Oh, 



Journeys South  

A Project of the City of Philadelphia Mural Arts Program  

Interview with Philip Disipio 
 

 
 

 
 

4 

by the way, I would like to mention my sisters’ and brothers’ 

names, if I could. 

 

Female Interviewer: Yes, go ahead. 

 

Philip: Yeah, I have a brother, Rocky, who’s – I’m eight  years older than 

my brother Rocky.  I have a younger brother Michael, who’s the 

baby.  I’m 16 years older than my brother Michael.  Now, my 

sister Angel, she’s a year older than me, she’s 67, I’m 66.  I have a 

sister, Teresa, who is – she’ll be 65 in October.  I have the baby of 

the girls is my sister Marlene, who is 60. 

 

Female Interviewer: So all together, three boys, three girls. 

 

Philip: There’s three boys and – I mean, I’m sorry, three girls and two 

boys. 

 

Female Interviewer: Two boys. 

 

Philip: Six. 

 

Female Interviewer: Well, I think something that you shared with Tom was just – 

because I know you actually did work in the Italian Market. 

 

Philip: I did. 

 

Female Interviewer: So if you want to talk a little bit about that and he also said that 

you wanted to even have a food stand, but it was difficult.  So if 

you could talk a little bit about that. 

 

Philip: That is true.  Well, growing up, when I was in seventh grade, my 

grandfather used to own a stand on Ninth Street, a pushcart.  He 

sold fruit and produce.  My father and my father’s brother, my 

Uncle Salvatore, they worked on weekends after they came home 

from their job.  I used to go there, not the whole weekend, because 

Saturdays – I used to go maybe on a Saturday a lot.  My father 

always told me, said, “My father,” which was my grandfather, 

when he retires, if I would like to have the pushcart and take over. 

 

 I wasn’t crazy about that idea because it was a lot of work and I 

wasn’t really ready for it yet.  There was a few places I worked in 

the Italian Market.  I worked at a grocery store, I worked a person 

named Rocco Callentonio.  It was a grocery store, combination 
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grocery, where he sold bacon and pork, and canned goods, and 

different items.  I worked there four years, my high school years. 

 

 Rocky Callentonio and his wife, and he had a nephew working 

there, and then he’s working there.  They couldn’t be any kinder.  

It was a great experience working there.  Then I worked for my – I 

had an Uncle Chucky that used to work right on the corner of 

Ninth and League in the Italian Market, but I didn’t work there a 

lot.  Every once in a while I would fill in if somebody wasn’t 

feeling good.  I did that off and on for about, I’d say, three or four 

years, yeah.  Great street at the time.  Great people.  It was a great 

experience for me. 

 

Female Interviewer: How would you describe – I know that you said you didn’t want to 

take the responsibility of the pushcart because it was a lot of work. 

 

Philip: Yes, it was a lot of work, yeah. 

 

Female Interviewer: What were you – I guess, what were you really interested in?  I 

mean, I guess – 

 

Philip: Well, I was interested in baseball, playing baseball all the time.  I 

remember when my father – I think it was the age of 5 or 6, if I 

recall, he used to take me down to the ballpark on Fifth and – I 

mean, I’m sorry, Ninth and Federal.  They used to throw – he used 

to get a pimple ball, rubber ball.  He used to throw it real high in 

the air and I was catching the ball.  He did that quite a few times he 

took me.  I can remember holding the ball; it felt great.  It felt 

wonderful to me and this is what I wanted to do, I wanted to play 

baseball at that early age.  And I did.  It was my passion, baseball. 

 

Female Interviewer: Could you talk a little bit about – so other than playing baseball, 

you were a young man, a teenager in this community.  There were 

other guys that were your age.  What – how would you describe – 

if you had a group of friends – I think what’s really interesting is 

people had nicknames. 

 

Philip: Yeah.  Oh, yeah. 

 

Female Interviewer: Did you have those same characters in your – 

 

Philip: Oh, yeah. 

 

Female Interviewer: Could you talk a little bit about them? 
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Philip: Yeah.  Even in my – talk about nicknames, even in my family, I 

had an Uncle Tony we called Beefy.  I had an Uncle Carmen; he 

was called Braji(?).  I had another cousin, he was called Peewee.  I 

had another cousin, he was called Moe.  There was a few in my 

group growing up, when I was growing up in school, you had T, 

we had a guy named T, we had a guy named B, and we had a guy 

named C.  Whatever happened to A, I don’t know.  I don’t know 

what happened to A. 

 

Female Interviewer: Did you have anything? 

 

Philip: I did have.  I had a few nicknames.  I had Fibo(?), I had Fibers(?), 

they were the two names, but only certain people called me that.  

Some of my family called me and some my friends growing up 

called me those names. 

 

Female Interviewer: Is there anybody that’s still in the neighborhood? 

 

Philip: Yeah.  My brother calls, still to this day, calls me Fibers, my 

brother Rocky, yeah. 

 

Female Interviewer: Any of your friends that you either used to play ball with or – 

 

Philip: A few; not many.  A few used to call me Fibo, and a few used to 

call me – I had a cousin Carmen that called me Fibers all the time, 

but he’s passed away.  I had a few people in my family, one of my 

aunts, and I had an uncle that used to call me Fibo. 

 

Female Interviewer: Fibo. 

 

Philip: Fibo, yeah. 

 

Female Interviewer: So you talked about the cart.  I think what Tom mentioned to me 

was that for somebody to own a stand – so not just a fruit cart, but 

for someone to own a stand – it was very difficult because they 

were already owned by families.  It was hard to get in.  Is that – 

 

Philip: Well, people really don’t understand.  People didn’t own stands or 

pushcarts, they rented them from the city, and still do. 

 

Female Interviewer: Today. 

 

Philip: Today, right.  They rented the pushcarts today. 
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Female Interviewer: So another thing that you shared with Tom, which I see as being 

very obvious too, is that your connection to your culture, in terms 

of being an Italian-American, you don’t speak Italian. 

 

Philip: No. 

 

Female Interviewer: But you’re very into who you are and where you come from, and 

identify yourself as Italian.  So if you want to – can you tell me, 

why is that important to you? 

 

Philip: Well, growing up, talking about – speaking about speaking Italian, 

it’s something that I never, never grasped because my mother’s 

mother used to come in this house and she used to talk Italian to 

my mother.  It was so fast and rapid that a lot of times I used to go 

upstairs because I couldn’t understand it.  I used to kinda get a 

little upset about it because I couldn’t understand what they were 

saying.  So that’s part of the reason why I never spoke Italian 

because nobody really in my family, or my mother and father 

really, sat me down and really told me, taught me. 

 

Female Interviewer: Do you think there was a reason for them not to? 

 

Philip: Yeah, I think there was.  I think growing up it probably wasn’t 

important to them to help us speak Italian.  They didn’t take it like 

this is something that I had to learn and I had to do. 

 

Female Interviewer: In other families, and what I’ve noticed, I mean, not just with 

Italian families, but there have been other families that have 

children that are born in the U.S., but they want them to just speak 

English as well as they can, so that they can assimilate.  Kind of, 

be successful, instead of – 

 

Philip: Communication, yeah. 

 

Female Interviewer: Yeah, but also they would have a would better chance if they 

spoke better English than their native tongue.  Do you feel that 

may be – that was one of the reasons your parents – 

 

Philip: No.  I don’t, no.  I don’t think that would have made any difference 

because speaking Italian would have been for my own benefit.  

Growing up in South Philly around the Italian neighborhood, there 

were a lot of elderly people that were much older than me that 

spoke Italian.  When I communicated with people my age, it was 
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always English, even though some people that I grew up with, 

some people I went to school with knew some Italian, but not a lot 

of it. 

 

Female Interviewer: Right now, for example, what I’ve been seeing is that every time a 

new group of new people come into a space, there’s kinda conflict.  

People, right now, it’s happening with a lot of the Mexican 

immigrants coming into the city.  I do understand from the history 

of just looking at it is that a lot of Italians coming in also had it 

very rough in coming into this space because it was either owned 

by Irish or Jewish people within the neighborhood.  For example, 

St. Paul’s was an Irish church before it became Italian, so there 

were struggles between people speaking the language and 

continuing the culture. 

 

 Did you ever feel like when you were a kid and you were younger 

that there were boundaries, you just don’t go here?  Because of 

who you are, how you looked, or where you come from, people 

might try to pick a fight with your.  I feel like what I see 

sometimes – I mean, when we were growing up, we were told not 

to go here or not to go here; there were boundaries. 

 

Philip: Restrictions, yes. 

 

Female Interviewer: Yeah.  Did you have that growing up? 

 

Philip: Never had that.  You know why?  Because where I lived, in the 

Italian Market, going back when I was growing up, it was strictly 

Italians.  I mean, there was a lot of territory.  It covered a lot of 

territory, so we really didn’t get involved with other ethnic groups 

that much.  Maybe once in a while, but not that much.  I mean, 

three was a lot of territory around here that were Italian people, so 

I really didn’t have that kind of a problem, yeah. 

 

Female Interviewer: So the people around you were always – they were like you. 

 

Philip: Right, more Italian, yeah.  They were mostly Italians, yeah, but 

there were other ethnic groups, some Irish, some Polish, but very 

few, not many. 

 

Female Interviewer: The other thing is, in terms of we just talked about the market and 

how important is this place for you?  I mean, you’re in the house of 

where you basically grew up and if you can explain a little bit of 

how important – is this space important to you and why? 
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Philip: Well, like I said, growing up in South Philly around the Italian 

Market, I had security, great people, wonderful people.  I felt very 

comfortable.  There was no fear because people used to look after 

you.  They had compassion.  They were kind, hospitable.  They, 

growing up, people used to invite you in the house.  They made 

you dinner, lunch, and it was that kind of rapport.  The people were 

just unbelievable. 

 

Female Interviewer: Do you feel it’s different now than what – 

 

Philip: I do.  I think it’s different now because there’s all the ethnic people 

that moved in.  Not to say they’re not friendly or sociable, but it’s 

not the same.  They more or less keep to themselves and socialize, 

but not that, “Come on in, eat, sit down,” nothing like that.  

Nothing like when I was growing up. 

 

Female Interviewer: Is there anything that you see that is the same from when you were 

growing up to now? 

 

Philip: Well, not too much.  Not too much.  The only difference I think I 

see is that people are sociable.  They’re willing to talk, they’re 

willing to communicate, but I think that’s where it stops.  In other 

words, they don’t really want to get close.  They just want to keep 

their own space and live their life the way they want to, but at the 

same time are nice about it.  Talking, they’re very sociable, yeah. 

 

Female Interviewer: We talked briefly about some of the other people in terms of 

courting.  For example, Mariella, we asked her how did she meet 

Lee Esposito, and how did they connect.  You as a young man, 

what as the courting?  Did you court – were there any rules or – 

 

Philip: Yeah.  I want to you what the rule was as my mother and father 

used to tell me, “Whatever you do, don’t ever get involved with 

anybody from the neighborhood.  You shouldn’t get involved 

because these are the people that see you every day.  These are the 

people that look at you.  These are the people that know you and 

these are the people that know what you’re doing because the word 

gets around, and that’s not good.”  If you want to do anything, 

yeah, help the neighborhood and help the people.  That’s how you 

keep out of trouble.  Not to say that people that didn’t do it, but 

that was our rule. 

 



Journeys South  

A Project of the City of Philadelphia Mural Arts Program  

Interview with Philip Disipio 
 

 
 

 
 

10 

 My mother had a saying every once in a while she would tell you.  

She said, “You see that door?  When you go out that door, you – I 

mean, me and your father go out with you, so be careful.”  That 

was kinda a caution, yeah.  And it sunk in, yeah. 

 

Female Interviewer: Was there ever – what’s the memory that comes to mind, the one 

that kinda sticks out in the market for you about being an Italian 

market? 

 

Philip: Well, there’s a few that I could remember, yeah.  People treated 

me like I was at home.  They treated me like a son.  They were 

always kind.  I think that came from the reputation my mother and 

father had.  They were well respected and well liked.  That, I can 

remember feeling comfortable where I worked, and even when I 

walked people always said hello to me.  I could always remember 

my mother used to tell me, “Always be good around your 

neighborhood and be good to people, and help them,” yes.  So 

that’s one of my memories. 

 

 The other memory I have was when I used to go to different 

businesses, when I used to walk into maybe a donut shop, or 

maybe an Italian pastry shop.  They knew my mother and father, 

and they used to give me maybe a cannoli, a cake or something, 

cookies, as a gesture of saying, “Here.”  Their kindness, that I can 

remember, yeah.  It was great.  A great feeling. 

 

Female Interviewer: Is there a, I guess, a story where you were with your friends in the 

market?  Did you ever get – is there one of those stories that if 

your mother found out about it she probably would yank your hair? 

 

Philip: Oh, yeah.  Oh, yeah.  I can remember we used to play half ball.  

That’s with a bat, and you used to cut a rubber ball in half, and you 

played half ball.  They would pitch and you had a broomstick, and 

you would bit the ball.  I used to get carried away sometimes, not 

even come home to dinner.  I used to be playing almost night and 

day, so I can remember one this specific time, it must have been 

about 9:00, 10:00, pretty late.  As I was playing, I seen somebody 

with a bat in their hand. 

 

 I’m looking; it’s a woman.  I really can’t make it out there because 

she’s – it was my mother with the bat in her hand, chasing me 

down the street telling me to get home.  Yeah, she got very angry, 

yeah.  She said, “When I tell you to come in at a certain time, 

that’s when you got to come in.”  She didn’t like me playing half 
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ball because once I started playing that was it.  I used to play for  

hours and hours with the people I grew up with,  yeah. 

 

Female Interviewer: You’re a big Frank Sinatra fan. 

 

Philip: Oh, yeah. 

 

Female Interviewer: You want to talk a little bit about Sinatra? 

 

Philip: Frank Sinatra, oh, sure.  Yeah, I could – well, actually, my father 

really put me onto Sinatra because I was in eighth grade.  At that 

time, back in the ’50s, it was rock and roll.  I was into rock and 

roll.  Oh, by the way, speaking of rock and roll, Chubby Checker.  

Yeah, Chubby Checker used to work at a chicken store right on 

Ninth and Washington Avenue, and I used to work in the grocery 

store, Rocky Callentonio’s.  He used to pass by me all the time 

singing, and I used to tell him, “Chubby, give it up.”  He said, “Oh, 

no, I’m going to be a singer one day,” and it came true. 

 

 So getting back to what I was saying about – what was I saying? 

 

Female Interviewer: Sinatra and your father – 

 

Philip: Oh, yeah, growing up – 

 

Female Interviewer: – introducing you – 

 

Philip: Yeah, growing up, a lot of rock and roll.  We used to have a lot of 

45s; they were the records, round records, 45s.  A recorder, 

Victrola machine.  My father got so tired of hearing this rock and 

roll because he grew up in the big band era, ballroom dancing and 

jitterbug.  He used to tell me, he said, “Look,” he said, “There’s a 

guy, Frank Sinatra.”  He said, “I want you to listen to him.”  I said, 

“Who’s Frank,” I didn’t even know who he was, but he said, “You 

see when you walk the streets around the Italian Market,” where 

we grew up, he said, “You ever walk down, you ever hear a guy 

singing?” 

 

 I said, “You know what?”  I said, “I do hear a guy singing.”  Some 

guy, but I didn’t know who it was because I really didn’t pay too 

much attention to him.  He said, “Well, that’s Frank Sinatra.”  He 

said, “Look,” he said, “I’m going to get an album and I want you 

to listen to him.”  Well, my father bought the album and I listened 
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to him, and I said, “Wow, I never heard anybody sing like this.”  

That started it for me, when Sinatra went into my heart, yeah. 

 

Female Interviewer: What’s your favorite Sinatra song? 

 

Philip: I have a lot of favorites.  We have – let’s see.  It would take quite a 

while, yeah.  There’s so many favorites. 

 

Female Interviewer: Well, what’s your favorite for today? 

 

Male Interviewer: Not New York.  You can’t pick New York. 

 

Philip: You must have been reading my mind. 

 

Male Interviewer: My Way. 

 

Philip: My Way, there’s New York, New York, there’s Strangers in the 

Night, there’s Summer Wind. 

 

Male Interviewer: Summer Wind is a beautiful song. 

 

Philip: Oh, yeah, Summer Wind is a beautiful song.  There’s so many 

beautiful songs in swing.  There’s so many of them.  I mean, I can 

name a lot, but like I said, it would take a while. 

 

Male Interviewer: Got You Under My Skin [inaudible]. 

 

Philip: Got You Under My Skin, yeah. 

 

Male Interviewer: The Lady’s a Tramp. 

 

Philip: Lady’s a Tramp, you’re naming some of my – like I said, there’s 

so many favorites. 

 

Male Interviewer: He had so many good songs. 

 

Philip: Yeah. 

 

Female Interviewer: Why do you like Sinatra so much? 

 

Philip: Well, the rhythm, the timing, the phrasing, the orchestra behind 

him, fantastic.  If you ever – if anybody ever likes Sinatra, that’s 

what you pick up, the phrasing.  I’ll tell you what, he actually gave 

me an education through his singing.  I learned a lot from the 



Journeys South  

A Project of the City of Philadelphia Mural Arts Program  

Interview with Philip Disipio 
 

 
 

 
 

13 

songwriters and, from the songwriters, he expressed what they 

wrote about, and he did it very well. 

 

Female Interviewer: Sinatra was also an Italian-American. 

 

Philip: Italian-American, right.  His mother and father came from Italy, 

right. 

 

Female Interviewer: Do you think that your father’s connection to him, and then your 

connection to him, was because he came from where you came 

from? 

 

Philip: Absolutely.  That has a lot to do with it, sure.  Knowing that he 

was Italian, he was a great singer, and – 

 

Male Interviewer: As well as an actor. 

 

Philip: He was a pretty good actor, yeah.  I would Sinatra was a good 

actor, yeah.  He made some pretty good films, yeah. 

 

Female Interviewer: But seeing him was kinda a reflection of yourself and your 

community, right? 

 

Philip: Well, I think my father might have felt that way, but when I got to 

listen to Sinatra, I just listened to him as a singer.  Even though I 

knew he was Italian, but I focused more on his singing, what a 

great singer her was.  Maybe my father thought otherwise, maybe 

he thought Italian, it’s going to give us a lot of prestige.  It going to 

– well known singer like that, a lot of respect, yeah, but I thought 

differently about it.  I was focusing on just Sinatra and the way he 

sang, and his arrangements, and the songs that he sang, yeah. 

 

Female Interviewer: If I were to ask you, what would be three words that represent the 

Italian Market to you?  What would be – 

 

Philip: Well, I would say kindness, warmth, compassion. 

 

Female Interviewer: Why? 

 

Philip: Well, the way the people were.  That was their makeup.  I mean, 

they were mostly Italian peoples on that market when I was 

growing up.  I think I would say pretty much  most, if not all.  I can 

remember walking by it was always, “Hello, how are you doing?  

How’s your family?  Here, have an apple.  Take an orange.  Have a 
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banana.”  The warmth and the hospitality, that’s what I remember 

most. 

 

Female Interviewer: You don’t think it exists now? 

 

Philip: Well, don’t forget the neighborhood has changed.  I think it does 

exist, but I think you have to be more involved.  Don’t forget 

there’s a turnover.  A lot of different ethnic groups, a lot of 

different people, so not the same, but like I said, it really don’t get 

involved with a lot of people around because they more or less 

keep to themselves.  Very sociable and very nice, so that’s the 

difference. 

 

Female Interviewer: You go to the market almost every day, is that right? 

 

Philip: Pretty much go to the market, but not as much as when I was 

young.  I was on that street, a lot of times, coming home from 

school, buying my mother groceries.  It was more then than it is 

now, but I pass through the market a lot now. 

 

Female Interviewer: Are there any – what are the areas or the places that you visit or 

continue to pass through that you did when you were younger? 

 

Philip: Well, there’s not a lot of places left where – in business where I 

used to go a lot, but places today I’ll go to Bruno’s, a lunch meat 

store.  They sell a lot of different Italian cheeses. 

 

Female Interviewer: [Inaudible] 

 

Philip: Bruno’s, Di Bruno’s.  Then there’s Claudio’s.  Go there not a lot, 

but I’ll go there once in a while, and the pizza place, Lorenzo’s, 

right on Ninth and Christian, I’ll go there sometimes.  There’s 

donut shops that I go right on Ninth and Christian, and there’s one 

here on Ninth and Washington Avenue.  Then Giordano’s.  

Giordano’s I go a lot, buy a lot of fruit and produce over there, 

yeah. 

 

Female Interviewer: Is there anything, any question that you would like to ask of 

Philip? 

 

Male Interviewer: Favorite Sinatra movie?  Manchurian Candidate, you can’t beat 

that. 
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Philip: Favorite Sinatra, that was one great one, but The Man with the 

Golden Arm was another great one.  Pal Joey was another favorite 

of mine, Pal Joey. 

 

Male Interviewer: That’s a good movie, yeah. 

 

Female Interviewer: Does Angel still live in the area? 

 

Philip: Yeah, my sister Angel lives on Alter Street. 

 

Female Interviewer: Could you talk about – so you’re the only two that really still live 

in this area, with you’re your brothers and sisters? 

 

Philip: Well, yeah, in this area, yeah. 

 

Female Interviewer: You want to talk a little bit – I mean, I guess, for me, the question 

is what keeps you here because you can very easily sell this house, 

move elsewhere. 

 

Philip: Well, I think the word would be I’m comfortable in it.  I wasn’t – 

I’m not one that likes to travel and that would be the word, very 

comfortable, very secure in my neighborhood, yeah.  Like I said, 

there may be a turnover with different ethnic groups here and 

people, but they’re nice, they’re sociable, and I feel comfortable 

with that. 

 

 Don’t forget, there’s a lot of memories here for me.  All good?  

Yeah, there were some bad memories too.  Sometimes you have an 

argument.  I had a few fistfights in my life going to school, but 

nothing serious. 

 

Female Interviewer: Was it more because – 

 

Philip: Disagreements.  Didn’t agree on maybe a certain thing or just 

maybe getting aggravated with somebody, or maybe somebody’s 

bothering you or teasing you, that kinda thing.  It wasn’t nothing 

real serious. 

 

Female Interviewer: More like self-defense and sticking up – 

 

Philip: Yeah, I think that would be right, self-defensive, yeah.  Really 

didn’t have a lot of fights. 

 

Female Interviewer: No? 
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Philip: No.  A few, but not many, because of my discipline and knowing 

how to handle it.  My father always used to say, “When you’re 

arguing with somebody, try to reason with them.  If you can’t 

reason with them, then there’s nothing else you can do, but fight,” 

but I wasn’t aggressive.  I was never aggressive towards people. 

 

Female Interviewer: How about, like, I was speaking to Mary Messina.  She talks about 

– she says, “My parents always told my brothers not to hang out on 

the corner with the wise guys.” 

 

Philip: Oh, yeah. 

 

Female Interviewer: Was that the same – 

 

Philip: Oh, absolutely. 

 

Female Interviewer: It was the same precautions that – 

 

Philip: Yeah, because you had different sections around here with corners.  

There were guys that were on the corner that didn’t fit.  People that 

I grew up with, we used to say, “On the good corner.”  In other 

words, away from the people that used to hang around the corner 

that want to cause some kind of trouble or maybe wasn’t 

respectful.  I hung around with people around the neighborhood 

that were like me, stayed out of trouble, did the things that were 

right. 

 

 Not to say we didn’t do anything wrong sometimes, but when we 

did things that were wrong, they were, like, maybe we were 

playing half ball in front of somebody’s house and they used to get 

aggravated with us.  They used to chase us away.  Then maybe 

sometimes you stood there a little too long, being a little spiteful, 

but eventually we did move, moved out of that area.  Take another 

example, we used to hang on the corner sometimes and somebody 

that we didn’t know would walk up the street, and we would 

comment, “Who are you?  What’s your name?”  People took 

exception to that, but things like.  I mean, things that really weren’t 

real serious. 

 

Female Interviewer: Anything you would like to add or say in terms of this project and 

about the market that maybe I didn’t ask the question? 
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Philip: I’m looking forward to this project.  Hopefully, a lot will come out 

of it.  When I say a lot will come out, I mean, however it’s 

presented, somebody will get something from it.  Michelle Ortiz is 

my neighbor, she’s great, wonderful.  Tony Rocco, the man behind 

the camera, wonderful, great.  Appreciate whatever things they’ve 

done to me.  They’re great people and I know they’re going to be 

more successful as the years go by.  I know they’ve been great to 

me.  Thank you. 

 

Female Interviewer: One more question.  Sorry, I forgot to ask. 

 

Philip: Go ahead. 

 

Female Interviewer: What do you think needs to happen in order for the market to 

continue to move forward?  What is the message?  Now you have 

this opportunity in which people can actually hear what you have 

to say.  What do you think – and spirit of what it was before to 

what it is now, what do you want them to continue that maybe has 

been forgotten or lost to begin to put back into the market, in a 

way? 

 

Philip: Well, I think today the Italian Market is so different.  You have a 

lot of different ethnic groups where I used to, years ago, it was all 

Italian people.  Now I think this is one of the problems that the 

Italian Market has, in the wintertime, when it’s cold and it’s 

snowing, people really can’t get out.  They go to supermarkets 

where it’s warm.  They might pay a little extra for what they’re 

buying, but rather than come to Ninth Street where it’s cold, they 

prefer either a corner store grocery or these chain stores.  Acme, 

Pathmark, they get some sales around it. 

 

 I think the other problem is people don’t come to Ninth Street like 

they used to.  They’re staying away more, I think.  I think the only 

way it’s going to change is that the people on Ninth Street have to 

change.  They’ve got to figure out a way to get these people back 

in the market.  However they can do it, I mean, I really don’t have 

an idea about that.  I mean, they’re going to have to work that out, 

but I think the Italian Market is still alive.  It’s lives, but like I said, 

they’re going to have to try to get more people to come into the 

businesses. 

 

Female Interviewer: What keeps you going back there?  What keeps you going back to 

the market? 
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Philip: Because it’s close.  You have everything you’re supposed to.  You 

have meat stores, you have grocery stores, you have cheese stores.  

You could get cold cuts.  I’m only half a block away.  I mean, you 

talk about a great situation.  If I go to an Acme or those kind of 

food places, it’s for maybe a sale that I can go to, but Ninth Street, 

yeah, that’s the  main source.  When you get these – when it snows 

in the wintertime, you can’t get out, people open up their stores.  

Very convenient.  Where other people have to struggle in the snow 

and go out there – 

 

Female Interviewer: [Inaudible] 

 

Philip: Yeah.  So I think that is very important to me because of the 

convenience. 

 

Female Interviewer: Okay. 

 

[End of Interview] 

 


