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Priscilla “Pat” Ruber  

Interview Date:  

Location of interview: Monastero‟s Barber Shop, 1722 East Passyunk Avenue 

Interview conducted by Amanda Miller and Tobin Rothlein/miro 

 

 

Amanda Miller: I want to ask you about so your grandfather came through Ellis 

Island and settled in New York first. 

 

Pat: Great grandfather. 

 

Amanda Miller: Great grandfather, and then went back to Sicily? 

 

Pat: Went back to Sicily, and his wife and children decided no, we‟re 

not coming with you.  He sailed back.  He left them a ticket.  

Sailed back, she didn‟t use that ticket.  She bought her own and 

two months later, here she was.   

 

Amanda Miller: Through New York? 

 

Pat: Through Ellis Island with her three children, and onto a train, and 

on to Philadelphia. 

 

Amanda Miller: So he had already come down to Philadelphia. 

 

Pat: He was living at 7
th

 and Carpenter. 

 

Amanda Miller: And then was he who moved to – is it the great grandfather who 

moved here in 1911? 

 

Pat: The whole family.  My great grandfather, my grandfather, his 

brother, sister, they all moved. 

 

Amanda Miller: That was the family unit. 

 

Pat: The family unit. 

 

Amanda Miller: And when they bought this property, was it already a barbershop? 

 

Pat: No. Actually, this was a frame shop, and if you go back to the 

1880 census, even though there were different owners, there was 

one renter.  It was one family, and they had a frame shop up until 

the time this became a barbershop. When my great grandparents 

bought the property, the renters moved out, my family moved in, 
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and it became a barbershop. So basically, it‟s been two businesses 

here.  And no, I don‟t know the family name. 

 

Amanda Miller: Okay.   

 

Tobin Rothlein: I‟d like to hear about your earliest memories of this place. 

 

Pat: Oh dear. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: What it was like, you know. 

 

Pat: They were all stores, but the stores were family owned, and the 

families lived at their business.  Not like today. So everyone of 

these shops along the entire area that you‟re going to be working 

with were owner occupied.  You had the business in the front, and 

the owner either lived behind or above.  And as far as I remember, 

they were always stores. There was a movie theater that‟s now 

gone.  It‟s a parking lot.  Marra‟s, of course, was always here.  

Next door was a shoe store.  The bar, Stogie Joe‟s, that‟s the 

original bar.  They were always there. So if you go in, you‟ll see 

exactly what it looked like. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: You mean it still looks exactly the way it always did? 

 

Pat: Exactly the same.  They have not changed it.  

 

Tobin Rothlein: Just a new sign. 

 

Pat: Just a new sign.  That‟s all I can think – there was a neighborhood.  

It was families.  Family shopping area. 

 

Amanda Miller: So you grew up in this house? 

 

Pat: Yes. 

 

Amanda Miller: Okay. And how much time did you spend in the barbershop?   

 

Pat: Well, I really was not supposed to be in there.  Not very much. 

 

Amanda Miller: No? 

 

Pat: No. 

 

Amanda Miller: And why do you think they kept you out? 
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Pat: It was all men, you know, and they didn‟t want a little girl sitting 

there while they were busy gossiping about everything.  Men 

gossip more than women. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: That might be true. 

 

Amanda Miller: And they do it in the barbershop? 

 

Pat: Oh yes. 

 

Amanda Miller: So how much time did you spend behind that door? 

 

Pat: I didn‟t get a chance.  My grandmother was usually there.  So it 

was kind of limited for me. 

 

Amanda Miller: Did your grandma share stories with you? 

 

Pat: No. 

 

Amanda Miller: She didn‟t?  She was tight lipped. 

 

Pat: Tight lipped. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: So where would the women meet to gossip? 

 

Pat:  The hair dresser.   

 

Tobin Rothlein: And was there a hair dresser on this street also? 

 

Pat: I don‟t remember one on this particular block ever.  Morris Street, 

I believe there was one on Morris.   

 

Tobin Rothlein: Okay. 

 

Pat: And on 13
th
.  I know there was one on 13

th
.   

 

Tobin Rothlein: I‟d love to hear some of your memories about how you saw the 

street change as far as the type of people who lived here. There 

was a lot of waves of immigration that happened in this area. And 

how did you experience that? 

 

Pat: Well, when you‟re a child, your neighbors are your neighbors, and 

you don‟t really see a difference in them. And when you become 
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an adult, you still don‟t see a difference in anyone because that‟s 

what you were raised with.  So I can‟t really comment on the wave 

of immigrants that came in because all I can say is they brought 

wonderful food with them.  You know, it‟s different food that we 

got, but you don‟t really experience it because as a child, you have 

all the different religions. So you‟re really not sure of what you 

are.  You‟ve got people that speak many languages, and you get 

kind of accustomed to hearing it.  

 

 So you don‟t really feel that you‟ve got a new wave of immigrants 

coming in.  I mean, they‟re people. They‟re just people.  

 

Tobin Rothlein: So this was so much always a place of immigration. 

 

Pat: Not so much of immigration, but it was so diverse.  I mean, you 

had the Italians and the Germans and the Polish and everybody 

was here.  So you really didn‟t find any difference in anyone. 

 

Amanda Miller: Was there Italian spoken in your home? 

 

Pat: No. 

 

Amanda Miller: No. So you grew up English speaking. 

 

Pat: English speaking only. 

 

Amanda Miller: English speaking only?   

 

Pat: Um-hum. 

 

Amanda Miller: And was that a really decisive choice?  I mean, I guess your great 

grandfather – 

 

Pat: My great grandfather and my great grandmother – I knew my great 

grandmother, not my great grandfather, she spoke Italian, of 

course.  But my grandfather and his children, English, so that was 

kind of lost. And you‟ll find that when you talk to many people 

that it was kind of a loss for whatever their background is.  You‟re 

going to find a lot of different backgrounds. 

 

Amanda Miller: Yeah. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Do you remember when the first Asian kids started arriving in 

school? 
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Pat: No.  I went to South Philadelphia High, and we were a mix of 

everybody. Asians, not so much because they were not in South 

Philadelphia at that time.  They were more to Center City.   

 

Tobin Rothlein: Right. 

 

Pat: So I would say that would be the only group that would be very 

small that I would have encountered. Everybody else was, of 

course, in all my schools.   

 

Tobin Rothlein: How important was your history like your great grandparents 

coming from Italy, how much was that a part of your everyday 

life?  Did you grow up being American from South Philly, or were 

there traditions and things about being Italian that were really 

prominent? 

 

Pat: In this area, I would say that the traditions would not only be 

Italian, of course, we had the different meals and holidays. But 

because it was so diverse, we also picked up on everybody else‟s 

holidays and traditions, so it sort of mixed.  It gets a little mixed 

up. I don‟t know if that makes sense to you.  Our foods are mixed.  

Our cultures got mixed. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Is there a specific story that would illustrate that, do you think? 

 

Pat: Well, let‟s see.  You‟re going to do a traditional Thanksgiving 

dinner. In your house, you‟d have a turkey.  Not here.  You start 

with a pasta dish, and the fish course, and the soup, the salad, then 

you have the turkey. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: So you don‟t get rid of anything, just add on. 

 

Pat: You just keep adding. So you got the American tradition of that 

lovely turkey that nobody wanted, and then you‟ve got all the 

Italian food that‟s coming up in front of it, and for dessert, well, it 

could be anything.   

 

Tobin Rothlein: Um-hum. And that would be here. 

 

Pat: In South Philadelphia in general. 

 

Amanda Miller: And how about in your house? 
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Pat: Oh, yes.  It took hours to eat dinner. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: And did you keep that with your family then? 

 

Pat: Yes. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: I guess we‟re talking to a lot of people, and people from all 

different backgrounds, and what are the things that you keep? And 

we‟ve been talking to first generation, and you‟re third or you‟d be 

third. 

 

Pat: On my father‟s side, I would be third.  On my mother‟s side, I‟m 

fifth.   

 

Tobin Rothlein: So I‟m still curious of the same thing.  Like what are the things 

that people bring with them?  People always bring up food in every 

interview we‟ve done. 

 

Pat: Well, like on my mother‟s side, my grandmother was German. So 

she made a terrific vegetable soup. So we threw out the Italian 

wedding soup, and we threw in the vegetable.  So it kind of gets, 

you know, all together.   

 

Tobin Rothlein: Right. Do you know anything about – we‟ve heard something 

about the Italian supper clubs. 

 

Pat: You‟re talking about Palumbo‟s? 

 

Amanda Miller: I don‟t know. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: I don‟t know which specific – people haven‟t gotten specific. 

We‟ve heard that they just were around. 

 

Pat: There was a famous one called Palumbo‟s, are you familiar with 

that? 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Is that the one that was kind of back here a block? 

 

Pat: No.  Palumbo‟s was at 9
th
 and I‟m going to say Ellsworth, 

something like that.  Mr. Palumbo sponsored many of the Italians 

to come to Philadelphia, and he ran a boarding house.  When the 

wave of immigration kind of died down, he opened a supper club, 

which was quite famous. 
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Amanda Miller: It burned down when I was living in the city. 

 

Pat: Yes.  And he donated to the zoo. I mean, he was just a wonderful 

man. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: And what does this mean, the supper club?   

 

Pat: To me, that‟s just a night club where you have entertainment and 

food.  Are you confusing it with what they called an afterhour‟s 

club? 

 

Tobin Rothlein: I don‟t think so. 

 

Amanda Miller: No. I mean, we‟re talking about supper clubs in that it‟s like a 

social place, dancing, and dinner. 

 

Pat: There‟s two types. They have the Italian social clubs, and then you 

have a supper club. So they‟re very different.  A supper club is a 

night club, just plain and simple night club.  You have top 

entertainment, you have food. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: And dancing. 

 

Pat: Well, yes.  I think they had dancing. But then you have social 

clubs, which are small groups like the Knights of Columbus or, I 

can‟t think of anything else, where they have a bar, and you can go 

in, and you socialize on the weekends. And they have food, and 

they have drinks, and I‟m sure they dance there, too. But they‟re 

members only clubs. 

 

Amanda Miller: Yeah.  That‟s what I think we‟re thinking of.  Members only social 

clubs. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Wasn‟t there someone, it wasn‟t an official interview, it was just a 

conversation, and he was talking about one of the buildings back 

here.  Like one block off the avenue, and the top floor was one of 

these clubs at night. They‟d go and dance.  He said a lot of the men 

would go with their – 

 

Amanda Miller: It was a members only.  They would bring – 

 

Pat: There was one next door, that would be the Broadway Theatrical. 

They had it was members only, but it was on the weekends. They 



Journeys South  

A Project of the City of Philadelphia Mural Arts Program  

Interview with Priscilla “Pat” Ruber 
 

 
 

 
 

8 

had a terrible fire, but that‟s a different type of club, so now we‟ve 

got three.   

 

Tobin Rothlein: What type of club was that? 

 

Pat: This was you could be anyone off the street, as long as you became 

a member.   

 

Tobin Rothlein: Oh, okay.  

 

Pat: You‟re talking the Italian social club, that‟s a particular village, 

town, group. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Right.  Is that like --- there‟s still some of them in the 

neighborhood? 

 

Pat: Yes. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Right. 

 

Pat: Now, if you want to know about the Broadway Theatrical, the 

owner‟s daughter works at Nationwide Insurance at Front and 

Morris.  And if you go in, I‟m sure she‟ll talk to you.   

 

Tobin Rothlein: And that was?  What was the Broadway Theatrical? 

 

Pat: It was just a neighborhood bar where you became a member.  It 

was after hours. When the other bars closed, they opened.  If you 

were a member, you were permitted to go in. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: It was an afterhours bar? 

 

Pat: Yeah. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: I think what we were thinking about was the actual supper clubs, 

the nightclubs. 

 

Pat: That would be Palumbo‟s for South Philadelphia. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: I think the person we were talking to was confusing two of the 

types, like you‟re saying. 

 

Amanda Miller: Well, no, he was pointing to a small building that had a members 

only entrance, and the area was upstairs. And they would have 



Journeys South  

A Project of the City of Philadelphia Mural Arts Program  

Interview with Priscilla “Pat” Ruber 
 

 
 

 
 

9 

special dinners – like the Latvian Society.  Where there was a bar 

and weekend events and there might be – like we saw in – 

 

Tobin Rothlein: But kids wouldn‟t go to it.  Like you would never go to these type 

of places with your family. 

 

Pat: Oh, no.  Not me.   

 

Tobin Rothlein: No.  Would the boys get to go?  Is it all adults only? 

 

Pat: It‟s adults only. They had to go with the Liquor Control Board 

laws.   

 

Tobin Rothlein: Okay. 

 

Pat: They had to be enforced. 

 

Amanda Miller: So I want to go back a little bit.  You said your mother is German. 

 

Pat: No.  My mother is Italian and German. 

 

Amanda Miller: Italian and German.  Okay. And do you know about that – her 

parents and their coming together? 

 

Pat: My German grandparents came in 1880‟s, and her father‟s family 

followed around 1890. So her parents were born here.  My father‟s 

father was born in Sicily. We don‟t know where my grandmother 

was born. 

 

Amanda Miller: Okay.  And on your mother‟s side, did the family also come to 

South Philadelphia? 

 

Pat: Yes. They came in through Washington Avenue. 

 

Amanda Miller: Okay.   And they came and settled here.  And what were – 

 

Pat: They weren‟t in this area. They were around 2
nd

 and 

Moyamensing, around Tasker, and I‟ll say Carpenter, in that area.   

 

Amanda Miller: Okay.  And where did her parents meet? 

 

Pat: They were neighbors.  They lived a block apart.  One lived in 

Carpenter near the shot tower, and the other was around the corner.   
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Amanda Miller: They met in the neighborhood. 

 

Pat: They met in the neighborhood. 

 

Amanda Miller: So this is like German, Italian, Irish neighborhood. 

 

Pat: Second Street, that area was, yes.   

 

Amanda Miller: Okay. 

 

Pat: My parents met at South Philadelphia High. 

 

Amanda Miller: Oh, did they?  And how many areas went to – like how many areas 

of South Philadelphia went to South Philly High? 

 

Pat: I‟m really, I‟m going to guess.  I‟m going to say it was the only 

high school in the area. 

 

Amanda Miller: Okay.  So you didn‟t go to parochial school? 

 

Pat: No. I went to public. I followed my father.  We went to all the 

same schools basically.  The Catholic school here would be St. 

Nicholas and Goretti.  Goretti-Neumann now. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Yeah.  I‟m really curious about how you saw the area, the street 

change, like your neighborhood maybe from like – 

 

Pat: Well, it did change.  It changed from a very vibrant area with, like 

I said, the owner occupied.  So everything was very well 

maintained because the owners lived here.  And everybody 

shopped on the Avenue.  But with malls and free parking in other 

places, it kind of died out, and it really was going downhill.  It sort 

of had, in the „80s, it was sort of desolate.  And, of course, they 

came along with a project to bring it back to what it was, and 

they‟ve been doing an excellent job. So now we have the owners 

no longer live in the properties, and they‟re all renters.  But we‟ve 

got a whole – actually, we‟ve got the same stores kind of recycled.  

 

Tobin Rothlein: That‟s interesting. Can you say more about that? 

 

Pat: Well, you‟ve got shoe stores.  There were always shoe stores.  

You‟ve got grocery stores.  There were always grocery stores. 

Flower shops, restaurants. From the 1880‟s, because they did this 

research, forward, it‟s sort of like back and forth.  You had a shoe 
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store next door here, you had one two doors down, you had a dress 

store.  On the corner of Moore, you had a pharmacy with a counter.  

Now, we have a dress store there. And we have a shoe store in the 

next block, so they kind of moved around, but it‟s basically the 

same businesses.  A little more upscale now.  Much nicer. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: And people aren‟t living in the buildings anymore? 

 

Pat: No. They‟re renters.  They‟re mostly renters.  I think there‟s only 

two or three that are owner occupied now.  I believe Capo, have 

you talked to them yet? 

 

Tobin Rothlein: No.  Is that a shoe? 

 

Pat: No. It‟s a coin shop. 

 

Amanda Miller: Oh yeah. 

 

Pat: That is owner occupied, I believe. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Original owner? 

 

Pat: I‟m not sure when they moved in, but they‟ve been there a very 

long time. And if you go this way, Mancuso, the cheese shop, 

Phillip, he‟s been there a very long time. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: But of the new owners, the new generation, they‟re not buying the 

buildings? 

 

Pat: No. They‟re not living in the buildings.  They‟re renting them out. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Because there‟s another new one just about to start. Remember, we 

were walking by?  Because Jimmy Styles left the kind of home 

good kids store. And now there‟s a young couple opening a 

business in there. 

 

Amanda Miller: The vintage shop. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: No.  Then where the vintage shop used to be is a young couple. 

 

Pat: Right. The vintage shop moved to the next block. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: And I was thinking that‟s always what it was like.  It was always 

young families. 
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Pat: Always families.  And, of course, you know about the arsenic 

poisonings. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Yeah.  I read something about that. 

 

Amanda Miller: What do you know about the arsenic poisonings? 

 

Pat: Only what I‟ve read, but a good deal. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Do you know the wives and the rabbi, and the Italian. 

 

Pat: Yes. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: And it was all abused wives, or is that part of the myth? 

 

Pat: Oh, that‟s a myth. But they got carried away. They were insuring 

them for a little more than they were worth. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: The wives were? 

 

Pat: Get rid of the husband.  So you might want to do something on 

that.  That was kind of interesting. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: What is your memory? 

 

Pat: I may look old, but I was not here for that. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Okay.  I don‟t remember when that happened. 

 

Pat: It was in the „30s. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Okay. 

 

Amanda Miller: How much did your family talk about the neighborhood?  Like 

when you had family dinners or – 

 

Pat: Never. 

 

Amanda Miller: Never? 

 

Pat: Because there was really nothing to talk about.  It‟s like wherever 

you live, you don‟t sit there and talk about the different buildings 

because they‟re there, part of your life. 
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Amanda Miller: But how about as things changed? 

 

Pat: Well, it didn‟t really affect my father because he had a barber shop.  

So when the stores starting changing or moving around or someone 

was not doing well, it didn‟t affect us.  It‟s kind of a cold thing to 

say. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: You always need to cut people‟s hair. 

 

Pat: And this block always did fairly well because it was a very stable 

block. The businesses did not change that often. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Was this a predominantly, because your father and grandfather 

were Italian, would it have been where the Italian guys came to get 

their hair cut? 

 

Pat: You‟re in South Philadelphia, it doesn‟t matter. 

 

Amanda Miller: Okay. So you really feel like it wasn‟t really sort of self segregated 

neighborhood?  It was a really open – 

 

Pat: No.  It was an open neighborhood.   

 

[Break in tape] 

 

Amanda Miller: There‟s a separation. 

 

Pat: Married each other and then [inaudible]. 

 

Amanda Miller: Yeah.  Marriage is – 

 

Female: That was – 

 

Tobin Rothlein: We‟re still recording. 

 

Pat: I know.  I have this terrible fly in here and I can‟t get rid of it.  I 

have tried everything.  I was running around spraying that earlier, 

trying to [inaudible].  I don‟t know what I did with the spray that I 

found it every year. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: That wasn‟t recording.  We missed that little bit.  So what does this 

place mean to you? 
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Pat: It‟s home.  I‟m very happy to see that they‟re putting in new stores 

and they‟re generating new business.  It‟s a neighborhood that, 

right now, is in a great deal of change because the hardcore – and 

no one moves, by the way, from these small streets.  You have to 

kinda pry them out.  They‟re very old and they‟re dying, so many 

properties are now going up for sale because their families have 

moved away.  So a new group is coming in and that‟s an exciting 

change.  Change is always good, so we just have to wait out and 

see how they settle in. 

 

Amanda Miller: What the change brings. 

 

Pat: Change brings. 

 

Amanda Miller: So what were some of the social activities that you did? 

 

Pat: Stoop sitting. 

 

Amanda Miller: Stoop sitting. 

 

Pat: That‟s all they ever did around here.  They closed their stores, they 

took their chairs outside, and they sat there. 

 

Amanda Miller: What did stoop sitting consist of? 

 

Pat: It was gossip. 

 

Amanda Miller: Gossip? 

 

Pat: Snacks. 

 

Amanda Miller: What kind of snacks? 

 

Pat: It all depends on who was out. 

 

Amanda Miller: Oh, does it?  Okay. 

 

Pat: I mean, you could be eating schnitzel one night and pizza another, 

and blintzes; it depends. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: So it was a little of a party atmosphere, everyone sitting out. 

 

Pat: Everybody, all the storeowners, when they closed their families 

would come in and they would sit outside. 
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Tobin Rothlein: Is this after dinner or before dinner? 

 

Pat: After dinner. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: So the stores would close around, what, 5:00? 

 

Pat: Around 6:00, sometimes later. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Then dinnertime, and then around 8:00, everyone‟s outside. 

 

Pat: Outside.  Well, not in the winter.  Summertime because it‟s 

outside. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Was dancing any part of the – 

 

Pat: No, we did not dance in the streets.  Well, that would depend, I 

guess, on the vodka they were drinking, but no.  That‟s a big thing 

in South Philadelphia, they sit out.  If you went around on 

[inaudible] tonight, you would see them sitting out. 

 

Amanda Miller: What about outside of the family, even then? 

 

Pat: Well, you sat with your neighbors.  You didn‟t just sit with your 

family, it was a – 

 

Amanda Miller: I mean, socially, growing up, what kind of – 

 

Pat: For me, we were so close to Center City, and my friends and I 

were kinda Center City brats because we go into Center City to 

movies or museums, or for dinner.  It was convenient.  Dances or 

whatever they had, it was such a long time ago. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: What does this room mean to you? 

 

Pat: This is sorta nostalgia for me and it‟s kinda hard because there 

were so many generations that went through here, and they‟re all 

gone.  I guess I can still see them. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: I know you‟ve snuck in here sometimes, right? 

 

Pat: Occasionally, yes, I did. 
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Tobin Rothlein: So what would it have been like?  Can you paint us a picture just 

through a description of what it would be like in here? 

 

Pat: Well, they would all be waiting around to get their hair cut.  The 

gentleman behind you in that photograph loved to sit in one chair.  

He was here; he was a permanent fixture.  Things I thought – 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Noodles? 

 

Pat: Yes.  They would socialize.  They would talk about their families, 

they would talk about their jobs, normal things.  They didn‟t like 

their haircut, they were fussing, they wanted a certain something. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: So they‟d be in here all day pretty much. 

 

Pat: All day.  Nobody went home.  The kids would get their haircuts 

and scream. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Only boy, only boy kids? 

 

Pat: Occasionally little girls got their hair cut or one of the ladies in the 

neighborhood that wanted very short hair. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: So did you get your hair cut from your father or – 

 

Pat: Not – well, he gave me one haircut, but he was so busy talking that 

I sorta had a Mohawk on one side, and he never cut it again. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Was he talking to the other guys? 

 

Pat: He was talking and just went a little too short. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: So you went to the beauty parlor. 

 

Pat: Yes. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: The hairdresser with your mom. 

 

Pat: The hairdresser with my mom. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: And the ladies. 

 

Pat: And the ladies. 
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Tobin Rothlein: I guess things haven‟t really changed from that, that‟s interesting, 

but I love it.  This space, you‟ve kinda preserved it. 

 

Pat: I‟m lazy.  I really should – this should have been emptied out 

months ago, but I‟m just so slow. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Well, there‟s something – 

 

Pat: There‟s so much junk to go through, his papers and whatnots. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: But there‟s something nice about it. 

 

Pat: But I will show the – I can‟t give you this because it‟s the only one 

that I have.  This is my father standing in front of the barbershop, I 

would say, in the ‟60s. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: That‟s great. 

 

Pat: As I said, most of my photos were taken, so I don‟t have anything.  

Truly, I don‟t  have [inaudible], but you – 

 

Tobin Rothlein: And are these the police – 

 

Pat: – can see it‟s exactly the same. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: – on patrol here? 

 

Pat: Probably. 

 

Interviewer: Can we scan some of these though? 

 

Pat: You want me to scan that for you?  I can. 

 

Interviewer: Yeah, or we would – I mean, I don‟t mind doing it – 

 

[Crosstalk] 
 

Interviewer: – but I don‟t want to take it from you. 

 

Amanda Miller: Unless we have issues, don‟t take it out of the [inaudible]. 

 

Interviewer: And that‟s why they have that in that contract.  They must have 

had a past of people handing over photographs and, then, Mural 

Arts loses them – I shouldn‟t say that – or they decided they 
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wanted them, they didn‟t understand that they were giving it.  So 

it‟s good to know.  That‟ a great – did you see the photo?  Yeah, 

that‟s great. 

 

Pat: And I did have a census.  I was looking for the census record to 

save you some time, so you knew the different businesses.  

Unfortunately, I think it‟s in the truck. 

 

Interviewer: We‟ll get into that eventually and I‟ll probably – we‟ll read – 

 

Pat: I will get, I will get, I have to.  I have to move the car. 

 

Interviewer: We‟ll be back around and you‟ll be sick of us because – 

 

Pat: No, no, not at all, but like I said, if you talk to Mancuso because – 

 

[Break in tape] 

 

Pat: So it was one big farm, but by the 1870s, it was all houses and 

stores. 

 

Amanda Miller: From Passyunk to what did you say? 

 

Pat: Moore to Morris, to 13
th
.  That was in 1864, but I can‟t tell you 

when they started building.  I‟m sure it was very soon after 

because the city expanded.  There is one picture available 

somewhere online that will show you the farm, the road, Passyunk 

Road. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: That we have to look for. 

 

Amanda Miller: Yeah, so that‟s the kind of stuff I‟m looking – I‟m looking for that 

– 

 

Pat: There‟s only one and it‟s kinda hard to find, so you‟re going to 

have to play around on it. 

 

Amanda Miller: Okay.  Yeah, because a lot of the Irish that were here before the 

Italians and Jews came in, it was wooden, really poor, wasn‟t it?  

Then they just sorta moved out. 

 

Pat: They moved out because they were not happy with the people that 

were moving in. 
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Amanda Miller: Oh, the Irish. 

 

Pat: They didn‟t want to be associated. 

 

Amanda Miller: Yeah. 

 

Pat: That‟s a good way to put it. 

 

Amanda Miller: That is a good way to put it.  Of course, they didn‟t – no one 

wanted to associate with them, and then they didn‟t want to 

associated with anyone else. 

 

Pat: Right.  This particular website that I‟m sending  you to, you‟re 

going to find if you type in a street, you might get photos that you 

don‟t want, absolutely not.  You‟re, like, “This isn‟t going to 

work.”  Then you‟ll type in movie theaters and, boom, you‟ll be 

right on Passyunk or you‟ll type in Passyunk and find what you‟re 

looking for.  You‟ve got to play with it.  Very few people know 

that exists and it‟s a wonderful source.  It‟s the whole city. 

 

Amanda Miller: That‟s excellent.  You want to start? 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Yeah.  The first thing we need to get is just the basic information 

about you.  That‟s for Mural Arts and the historical whatever, but 

your name, they want your age. 

 

Pat: My age is a state secret. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: So you can say that, that‟s fine. 

 

[Interuption from a representative of an electric company] 

 

Tobin Rothlein: How much electricity would you actually use in this room? 

 

Pat: In here, because it‟s closed, right now the bill is around $10 a 

month because it‟s not used.  The house, it‟s just when I‟m here, 

which is not very often.  The air conditioner‟s on, which is not 

blowing much in here because I can‟t find the remote to that.  It 

exists, I just don‟t know where it is.  My father died and, at the 

end, he was – he kinda put everything – he didn‟t know what he 

was doing.  We‟re having – I‟m having the hardest time locating 

thing, so I‟m moving things.  That‟s why this is a mess in here. 
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 I move things out and then I go through them.  You‟re here now a 

day before trash day, so everything‟s back in here to be out.  Then 

tomorrow everything goes, and then Wednesday it looks nice.  

Then on Thursday it‟s hell again.  Okay. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: It‟s like the ocean. 

 

Pat: It‟s like the ocean; it‟s like a tide.  It goes in and out. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: So anyway, just a basic – your basic information, whatever that 

means to you.  Why don‟t say your name, we‟ll skip the age – 

 

Pat: Thank you. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: – and we‟ll – and the address, even though I can see it, but for the 

audio, and how long you‟ve been here. 

 

Pat: But if I tell you how long I‟ve been here, then you‟ll know how old 

I am. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: We won‟t [inaudible].  We‟re not going to use any – that‟s not the 

stuff we‟re using in [inaudible] solution, but that‟s stuff because 

these interviews are also being – becoming part of an archive, the 

same way these photos exist. 

 

Pat: Great. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: They‟re going to have an archive of interviews. 

 

Pat: All right, fine. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: I think they want that.  That‟s the information – they probably 

reference it through that information.  I don‟t know. 

 

Pat: Okay, go for it. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Okay.  So we are – 

 

Pat: Just ask the questions. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Okay, I‟ll do it that way then.  If you could tell me your name. 

 

Pat: Priscilla Monastero Ruber. 
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Tobin Rothlein: And where we are and how – and what is the history of you and 

this place? 

 

Pat: This is 1722 East Passyunk Avenue.  It was formerly a barbershop 

and my great-grandfather bought the property, I believe, in 1914. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: And has it been a barbershop since 1914 when he bought it? 

 

Pat: Yes, it has. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Since this isn‟t on video, I should say we‟re both sitting in barber 

chairs. 

 

Pat: That are not as old as the property. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: No, but what is this, 19 – 

 

Pat: ‟40, I think. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Yeah. 

 

Pat: 1930. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Pretty exciting.  I mean, is that the time when – were barbers still 

doing surgical procedures at that time? 

 

Pat: I hope not.  I certainly hope not.  My father and my grandfather – 

no, I can‟t imagine.  They both hated blood. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Okay.  I wonder when that – that must have been a long time ago. 

 

Pat: Yes. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Yes.  So anyway, I‟d love to start with just hearing about how, I 

mean, I‟m sure you‟ve had these stories handed down to you, but 

how your family ended up here on this street at that time. 

 

Pat: They came from Italy, from Sicily, actually.  Originally they were 

at Seventh and Carpenter.  They moved here around 1910, 1911.  

They were four doors down.  They had a barbershop there.  They 

lived on Iseminger.  This property became available and they 

moved.  They moved their barbershop and their home all into one 

building. 
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Tobin Rothlein: Do you know what made them decide, when they first came to 

South Philadelphia, what the reason was, from Italy? 

 

Pat: Well, they were – it was very poor.  They were very poor.  Sicily 

had that horrible little thing where they would just take you out of 

your house and put you in the military service.  The economy there 

was terrible and they decided to come to American.  They did 

come through Ellis Island if were going ask that. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: I wasn‟t, but maybe I should.  Then and once they arrived in 

America, do you know how it ended up being Philadelphia as 

opposed to – especially since they came to Ellis Island – as 

opposed to staying in New York, or were they sent here? 

 

Pat: No, I really don‟t know why my great-grandfather picked 

Philadelphia, but he did. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: And here we are. 

 

Pat: And here we are.  Originally, he was in New York for a few years, 

and then to Philadelphia. 

[Break in tape] 

 

Pat: – close to hospitals.  We have Center City.  We have shopping, we 

have – everything is here without driving a great distance. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: We‟re – yeah, we love the city. 

 

Pat: I‟m a city dweller.  You put me out in the suburbs and you tell me 

that I have to go to the store to buy potato chips, I‟m going to 

starve because I‟m not getting in the car and driving five miles to 

get them.  I‟m used to walking next door, across the street.  I think 

once you do that it becomes a way of life, and you don‟t really 

want to change it.  You love the convenience.  Restaurants, I eat 

out every night because I blew up the kitchen; another story. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: We want that story. 

 

Pat: Oh, I just blew up the oven.  It‟s not the first time I‟ve done it.  

I‟ve blown up a lot of ovens.  I‟m a very good cook.  I start with 

Tre Scalini and I work my way down.  When I get to the corner, I 

cross over and I work my way back. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Yeah, this is a good street for that. 
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Pat: If I don‟t want to do that, then I get in the car and I drive to the 

diner.  We have two excellent diners five minutes away. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Which are the diners? 

 

Pat: Penrose and Oregon. 

 

Amanda Miller: [Inaudible] 

 

Pat: Well, it depends on what you like to eat. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Well, we‟ve been to Tre Scalini. 

 

Pat: The diner is just ordinary food.  You get a soup, a salad, an entrée 

and a dessert, and the most expensive thing will be, like, maybe 

$14.00.  They start at $9.99, $14.00.  That‟s dinner. 

 

Amanda Miller: [Inaudible] 

 

Pat: They‟re good.  They‟re both equal. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Do you like Mexican food? 

 

Pat: Of course.  I don‟t miss the Mexican.  I told you I go right down 

the line. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: You hit the whole – 

 

Pat: And you come back, and I don‟t have to drive.  And they‟re family 

owned or privately owned.  It‟s not a chain – 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Right. 

 

Pat: – where it‟s some kinda frozen thing that‟s in the kitchen that 

they‟re microwaving and serving.  I‟m actually getting something 

that somebody in the kitchen is actually making for that day.  Have 

you tried Mama Maria‟s? 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Yes. 

 

Amanda Miller: Which one?  Along Passyunk? 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Uh-huh. 
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Amanda Miller: That‟s the first place we ate when we bought our house.  We 

bought our house on a Monday, so everything was closed but 

Mama Maria‟s. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: And we went in there and they have – it‟s pretty – well, it was 

kinda fancy for us.  We had just bought a house; we had basically 

no money.  It was like a prix fixe – 

 

Amanda Miller: We had a bottle of lime that my parents had given  us. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: And they let us share because it was so much food in there.  “Well, 

you can share the cost of one person,” so we‟re, like, “Okay, we‟ll 

do that.”  So we did the price for one prix fixe whatever, and they 

just kept bringing food and food. 

 

Pat: But at $55.00, it‟s a bargain. 

 

Amanda Miller: Oh, yeah. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: It is a bargain, yeah. 

 

Pat: Because you‟re getting so much.  If you went out and order a la 

carte – 

 

Amanda Miller: Oh, yeah, forget it. 

 

Pat: You‟ll be pay more. 

 

Amanda Miller: Especially when they have wine, and dessert, and coffee and 

liquor. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: We‟ve taken our families there. 

 

Pat: You try Paradisio? 

 

Amanda Miller: Yes. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Yeah, I think he‟s great.  I think – 

 

Amanda Miller: She. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Well, the chef is her husband, but, yeah, she‟s great.  She‟s been 

helping us.  That‟s where we‟ve been doing all the interviews 
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where we can‟t come.  We‟ve been doing the interviews in her 

upstairs and, yes, she‟s just so generous and supportive of what 

we‟re doing.  Then we had met her husband.  We went for 

Valentine‟s Day to Izumi and we sat, like – 

 

Pat: It‟s the same. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Yeah, they own both and he goes back and forth.  We sat right – 

we didn‟t have a reservation.  I was supposed to be working and I 

got off, so we‟re, “Let‟s go out.”  We sat right at the where they 

have the heat lamps and was cooking right there.  He saw we were 

talking about this – I don‟t know.  He was overhearing us.  He kept 

giving us food.  He kept flipping off a little bit of food for us on 

the plate to try, and it was so good. 

 

 So we were, like – yeah, and then we went to try Paradisio.  I think 

he‟s as good as the people he worked for. 

 

Pat: They‟re fabulous, they‟re my two favorites.  Then, of course, Tre 

Scalini.  I don‟t like Le Virtu. 

 

Amanda Miller: We haven‟t been there. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: No, not the right – 

 

Pat: But you can‟t go by – everybody has different tastes. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: What‟s the one on the Fountain?  We‟ve never tried that, the one 

that – 

 

Pat: Da Vinci? 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Yeah. 

 

Pat: They‟re fair, they‟re fair.  I would say they‟re okay. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: But, yeah, we love Tre Scalini.  That‟s one we, on a special 

occasion, we‟ll go there, but the new discovery was the Paradisio, 

their two restaurants.  He worked for all the big – who was he?  He 

was with Morimoto and he worked for another one, Stephen Starr, 

right? 

 

Amanda Miller: Stephen Starr owns the restaurants that [inaudible]. 

 



Journeys South  

A Project of the City of Philadelphia Mural Arts Program  

Interview with Priscilla “Pat” Ruber 
 

 
 

 
 

26 

Tobin Rothlein: He was at Morimoto. 

 

Pat: I do Mama Maria‟s for lunch. 

 

Amanda Miller: I didn‟t know they did lunch. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: How does it work there at lunch? 

 

Pat: It‟s a three-course dinner, a three-course meal. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: How much is that? 

 

Pat: $25.00 and it is [inaudible], but it‟s so overwhelming that you 

only want a salad at night. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: That‟s where we should bring our board members for [inaudible]. 

 

Pat: It‟s pasta, the entrée, pasta or a salad.  Then the entrée and then 

dessert, so it‟s three, but it gives you so much. 

 

Amanda Miller: I know. 

 

Pat: You walk out and you‟re, like, “I can‟t eve, I can‟t even – 

 

Amanda Miller: I think when we walked, when we – 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Have you met her? 

 

Pat: Yeah. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: She‟s still there? 

 

Pat: She‟s still there. 

 

Amanda Miller: She‟s awesome. 

 

Pat: Then Sunday, because I dine alone, my husband‟s dead, so I go out 

alone to dinner.  Paradisio is not that crowded. 

 

Amanda Miller: On Sunday? 

 

Pat: On Sunday, so that‟s where I – I‟ll pick a Sunday.  You don‟t need 

a reservation because there‟s nobody in there.  Saturday, uh.  And I 

don‟t like Fond, the French restaurant.  Too noisy for me. 
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Amanda Miller: Oh, is it? 

 

Tobin Rothlein: So the atmosphere is important to you. 

 

Pat: It‟s a small room and the acoustics, so you get this vibe – you can 

hear everybody‟s conversations. 

 

Amanda Miller: That‟s hard. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: We interviewed a first generation Mexican woman in the 

neighborhood.  She was really sad she was probably going to have 

to move out because she can‟t afford to buy a house here, but she – 

they have – 

 

Amanda Miller: She talked a lot about what you talked about. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Yeah, they have a revolving party.  They have a revolving social 

network in this neighborhood because most of them couldn‟t 

afford to go out to the fancy places.  So they, every week, they all 

pick one person‟s house. 

 

Pat: And they go there for dinner. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: And everyone cooks, yeah.  It‟s like they have dancing and – 

 

Pat: I was very, very unhappy when the Mexican‟s moved in.  That‟s 

another fattening cuisine that we didn‟t need, but I adapted 

quickly.  That‟s my big thing.  Anybody can move next door to me 

as long as you come from a country with good food.  If you‟re 

English, don‟t bother, just turn around and get on the plane. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: They don‟t eat their own food. 

 

Pat: I know; go back. 

 

Tobin Rothlein:  Their national cuisine is Indian. 

 

Amanda Miller: Curry. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: It‟s curry. 

 

Pat: That‟s about it.  No, like I said, you can‟t really – it‟s hard to 

describe.  Next door, now it‟s a daycare, and it was a shoe store, 



Journeys South  

A Project of the City of Philadelphia Mural Arts Program  

Interview with Priscilla “Pat” Ruber 
 

 
 

 
 

28 

and it was a movie theater.  Then you have the parking lot.  That 

was a beautiful theater they tore down.  You‟ll see pictures of it on 

the website.  You‟ve always had restaurants.  I‟m trying to think, 

the Mexican restaurant, was originally a pizza parlor. 

 

Amanda Miller: Oh, yeah, [inaudible]. 

 

Pat: It was Fiore‟s. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Right. 

 

Pat: So that was a restaurant forever, different owners. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Right, I mean, even before it was El Zarape.  Zarape is too porky 

for us. 

 

Pat: Yeah.  El Zarape was Goodman‟s.  It was a ladies‟ apparel shop.  It 

actually had two floors.  They had a basement. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: What happened to the basement?  It flooded? 

 

Pat: I don‟t – no, no, it was fine.  I don‟t know why they sealed it over 

when they – with the hair cuttery, but they did. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Do you know the person who owns the Rite Aid? 

 

Pat: The Rite Aid? 

 

Tobin Rothlein: What is it?  What‟s the big empty building – 

 

Pat: Oh, Vince, over here? 

 

Tobin Rothlein: No, the big – 

 

Pat: Vince? 

 

Amanda Miller: Yes. 

 

Pat: You met him? 

 

Tobin Rothlein: No, we‟ve heard that he‟s a personality. 

 

Pat: He‟s eccentric.  You‟ll love him. 
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Tobin Rothlein: We just – that space is big and empty. 

 

Pat: I don‟t know why he‟s keeping it empty.  He had a pharmacy there 

for a while. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: We heard who wanted it?  Someone really big tried to buy it too, 

like, was it Stephen Starr wanted it?  One of the big restaurant 

people. 

 

Pat: It would have been great.  It‟s great for it.  It‟s a huge – that was a 

women‟s apparel – 

 

Tobin Rothlein: He‟s probably holding out because he‟s going to make a ton of 

money. 

 

Pat: He‟s not into money. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Really? 

 

Pat: That‟s the problem with him. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Maybe he wants something that‟s good for the neighborhood. 

 

Pat: No, he just – he‟s just different.  I love him, but he‟s just a little 

different. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: What does he love? 

 

Pat: I don‟t know.  I smoke, and when he had it, he had cigarettes.  I 

went in one day and he said they were $1.00 a pack.  I said, “What 

are you – you‟re paying more for them.”  “Yeah, but I don‟t 

smoke, so I just want to get rid of them.”  It‟s, like, “Okay, fine.” 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Right, he just gave them – that‟s funny. 

 

Pat: Then the next day he was back to full price. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: It was just for you. 

 

Pat: No.  Then the next day, he‟s, like, “I had to be crazy to do that.”  

It‟s, like, “Okay.”  You‟ll love him.  You‟ve got to interview him. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: What‟s his name, Vince? 

 



Journeys South  

A Project of the City of Philadelphia Mural Arts Program  

Interview with Priscilla “Pat” Ruber 
 

 
 

 
 

30 

Pat: Yeah, I think it‟s Vince.  He‟s a pharmacist.  Where is he working?  

He‟s at one of the – I‟m not sure. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Because we need a space – he probably doesn‟t know.  Well, who 

knows?  We were asking about that space for the project because 

it‟s empty, which means there‟s lots that you could do. 

 

Pat: Could do there, yeah. 

 

Tobin Rothlein:  But they – people have had – exactly what you said, he‟s eccentric. 

 

Pat: He is.  He‟s a little off center. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: We were kinda told, “Well, you never know what could happen.  

He might think that would be fun or he might not, and he might – 

 

Pat: Or he might for the day.  You never know with him.  Have you 

talked to Marra‟s, to Jean? 

 

Tobin Rothlein: We haven‟t.  We‟ve talked to her in the past for our company, so 

we‟ve met her.  She supported our – you know we run a dance 

theater company and she‟s donated stuff for auctions and things 

like that, but we haven‟t interviewed her yet. 

 

Pat: I was a great dancer, yes.  Everyone was out of line, so I fell into 

the orchestra pit.  It wasn‟t my fault. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Wait, what happened?  I missed a joke. 

 

Pat: I was a child.  I had to have dance lessons.  I had no coordination. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: You fell in the orchestra pit for real? 

 

Pat: It was just a tuba player I landed on.  They only had three 

instruments.  I went to a dance school on 13
th

 and Morris in 

somebody‟s basement.  Everybody went backwards and I went 

forward, but I knew I was right.  Then I fell. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Is that on video? 

 

Pat: No, thank God for the little chubby kid I landed on. 

 

Amanda Miller: I like they had live music. 
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Pat: Where was the dance school? 

 

Pat: 13
th
 and Morris. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: What‟s it now? 

 

Pat: It‟s a private home.  It was always a private home.  They had it in 

their basement.  They were famous dancers from the 30s.  They 

worked all the nightclubs across the country.  They joined – 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Do you remember their names? 

 

Pat: It was Evelyn and Lou.  They‟re deceased now and I don‟t believe 

any family members are in there. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Well, she was a professional and she fell in the orchestra pit. 

 

Pat: Oh, dear. 

 

Amanda Miller: Not during a performance though. 

 

Pat: It‟s much more fun when you do it live and you‟re 5 years old, and 

you‟re [inaudible]. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: [Inaudible] better when you‟re 5; you‟re a lot bouncier. 

 

Amanda Miller: I have plenty of 5-year-old performance drama stories. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: We‟ve had two.  She‟s fallen in the orchestra pit and then one of 

the dancers in our company fell in the pit at the opera, at the 

academy. 

 

Pat: That‟s not good. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Uh-uh. 

 

Pat: That‟s a lot of instruments to land on.  I just had a fat kid with a 

horn. 

 

Amanda Miller: Thank goodness. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Yeah, it‟s good if you land on a person. 

 

Amanda Miller: Not for the person. 
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Tobin Rothlein: Well, good for you, right.  You landed on the podium. 

 

Amanda Miller: I landed on the conductor‟s podium.  My head landed on the 

conductor‟s podium and my arm whacked the percussion chest. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Did that end your dancing career? 

 

Pat: Well, my father thought that perhaps I‟d be better suited for 

something else at the age of 5. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: What did you end up doing?  What was your career? 

 

Pat: I worked for the city.  I was in customer service.  I sheriff-saled 

your house. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Our house? 

 

Pat: No, not yours.  In general, I did the sheriff sale for the water 

department and thee shutoffs. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: They loved you. 

 

Pat: Oh, yes.  I was always loved. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: I wonder what‟s happened in our house.  When we moved in, 

everyone knew everything about us.  That was our introduction to 

South Philly. 

 

Pat: Oh, they do [inaudible]. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: We walked into Ippolito‟s and they said, “Oh, right, you‟re that 

couple.” 

 

Amanda Miller: You‟re the dancer and – 

 

Tobin Rothlein: – and the film person.  They knew – 

 

Pat: They researched you.  Your realtor probably – 

 

Amanda Miller: Told them – 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Well, they didn‟t sell the house to the highest bidder.  They sold 

the house to who they wanted in the neighborhood.  It was – that 
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was, like, our first intro to what South Philly was going to be like, 

because someone outbid us.  There was a big bidding war on the 

house. 

 

Pat: They do that.  They do that around  here. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: But, yeah, the one women in the house was in the arts, and she 

wanted artists in the neighborhood.  So I think that was their 

decision. 

 

Pat: Well, I‟m awfully glad you‟re in the neighborhood. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Thank you, that‟s nice. 

 

Pat: Did you bring a good cuisine with you?  No, just joking. 

 

Tobin Rothlein:  Did we bring – well – 

 

Pat: I‟m just joking. 

 

Amanda Miller: Well, that‟s what I do whenever we travel, I always make learning 

the cuisine, and then I come home and practice it. 

 

Pat: As long as you don‟t blow up the kitchen like I did. 

 

Amanda Miller: I haven‟t blown up the kitchen yet. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: We bring cuisines that were probably already here. 

 

Amanda Miller: I mean, one of the things we ask a lot about, like, Thanksgiving, I 

think, is the perfect kind of view of kind of a family and what‟s 

important. 

 

Pat: Have you experienced the seven fish dinner yet on Christmas Eve? 

 

Amanda Miller: No, I have not, and I‟m very sad about that. 

 

Pat: That‟s a tradition. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: That‟s Italian Catholic? 

 

Pat: It‟s an Italian Catholic tradition that no one knows anything about. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: So they just kinda wing it? 
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Pat: No.  If you ask anyone why the seven fishes, they can‟t answer 

you.  If you get ten people, they‟ll give you ten different answers. 

 

Amanda Miller: But it‟s a dinner.  It‟s seven different fish? 

 

Pat: Or any odd number up to seven. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: So what‟s your answer? 

 

Pat: I don‟t have one.  It‟s just a lot of work and, thank God, I don‟t 

have to make baklava any more, but if you want to experience a 

really good one, a traditional one, Mama Maria‟s does one on 

Christmas Eve. 

 

Amanda Miller: Okay.  On Christmas Eve? 

 

Pat: Uh-huh, she does a really good one, but we don‟t know why we do 

it.  Of course, we added other things.  Seven fishes weren‟t 

enough, heaven forbid, so they threw in more food. 

 

Tobin Rothlein:  Right.  And this is Christmas? 

 

Amanda Miller: Yeah, our family does – we have, on St. Patrick‟s Day, corned beef 

and cabbage. 

 

Pat: Everybody around here does that, whether they‟re Italian or not. 

 

Amanda Miller: Or not, yeah, you just sorta – 

 

Pat: I mean, Irish or not. 

 

Amanda Miller: One of the things you – living in the South, New Year‟s Day, 

[inaudible]. 

 

Pat: We don‟t do that.  We have the Mummers Parade. 

 

Amanda Miller: We do have the Mummers Parade. 

 

Pat: Our New Year‟s Day really consists more of rum and coke. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: The Mummers Parade has really been adopted, I feel like, by the 

new – it‟s really important also to the new people living here. 
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Pat: It‟s very sad.  The Mummers Parade does not exist any more. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: But they moved it.  They took it away, right? 

 

Pat: They took it away.  Traditionally, it started very early in the 

morning.  They danced and they performed all the way up Broad 

Street.  Over the past 20 years, they‟ve scaled it back, scaled it 

back, so that now it‟s only – 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Is it off Broad Street? 

 

Pat: It‟s only for Center City now.  They really don‟t do anything here.  

They just sorta walk by.  You can stay there for hours, nothing.  

When they get into Center City, they start performing.  It‟s no 

longer for us, but we still have Second Street. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Right.  What goes on down there?  We‟ve never gone there.  

That‟s just a huge party, right? 

 

Pat: That‟s a big party and everybody is [inaudible].  Now that‟s a very 

close-knit neighborhood and they‟re mostly related to each other.  

So when you‟re there, you‟ll see all the doors open and people will 

be going in and out of homes.  What they‟re doing is really just 

visiting and saying, “Happy New Year,” having a drink and having 

a sandwich. 

 

Amanda Miller: Which that‟s the tradition.  That is the Mummers‟ tradition. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Was your dad a Mummer? 

 

Pat: Oh, no.  No, no, he just thought walking in the cold was not for 

him. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: The Mummers have all the best buildings, that‟s all we know.  

They have all their spots for storing, making the stuff. 

 

Pat: They‟re so creative.  I don‟t know how they come up with it every 

year and it‟s something different.  If you want the history of – if 

you can get the Mummers Museum on a day they‟re open, which is 

kinda difficult, you can get a feel of what it was like compared to 

what they have.  It‟s completely – 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Yeah.  I‟ve seen it change from when I was a kid here. 
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Pat: Yes. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: I mean, I wasn‟t a kid in South Philly, but I went to high school in 

Philadelphia and we would all come here for the Mummers Parade.  

And how much crazier – it was pretty out of control when I was in 

high school.  I mean, I remember – 

 

Pat: The drinking. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: The drinking. 

 

Pat: They‟re not allowed to do that any more.  They can stop you and – 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Everywhere. 

 

Pat: Yeah, they‟ll just stop you.  It was a great party and it‟s sorta 

ruined for here.  I used to have open house every year and I 

stopped.  There was no sense to it. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Open house, anyone could come in here and – 

 

Pat: Invited, but open. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: And you cooked? 

 

Pat: Before I blew up the kitchen, yes. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: So you‟re done cooking forever? 

 

Pat: I‟m not sending anyone to the hospital any more. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Oh, no.  What happened? 

 

Pat: No, I‟m joking.  I‟m just joking. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: You brought up that arsenic story too. 

 

Pat: I‟m just joking.  It‟s pointless because they want to be in Center 

City, and that‟s a long way to come back down here for a pork 

sandwich. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Right. 
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Pat: But we‟d like to have the Mummers back the way they were.  I‟ve 

often thought that it would be wonderful if they started them at 

City Hall and let them go before the judges first, and then brought 

them the other way. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Yeah.  They probably would like that better too.  Wasn‟t it all 

about the money they were going to be charged?  The city wants – 

is saying they‟re going to charge them all this money. 

 

Amanda Miller: They charge everyone to parade because of cleanup and traffic. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: But it was too much.  In Chinatown, same thing.  They had to cut 

down on the New Year‟s, the dragon thing. 

 

Pat: This particular mayor is not into culture. 

 

Amanda Miller: That‟s true.  That is true. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: I haven‟t paid any attention. 

 

Amanda Miller: All right, I have a question for you.  Whenever you would go to a 

family event, be it – I mean, it doesn‟t have to be a holiday, but 

any sorta family get-together, wedding, funeral, holiday, afternoon 

party, birthday, whatever.  Were there some things that just had to 

be there, that no matter what, you knew when you went to a family 

party this was going to be there or was going to happen? 

 

Pat: No. 

 

Amanda Miller: No? 

 

Pat: No.  I should have said this before.  My mother was one of nine 

children and each one married into a different background.  My 

father was one of three, all different backgrounds.  So you never 

knew what you were going to get when you went to the party. 

 

Amanda Miller: All right.  So the tradition was anything goes. 

 

Pat: Whatever.  Your menu was whatever you chose.  Cake.  A cake 

would be universal. 

 

Amanda Miller: A cake. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: What were the different backgrounds?  Did you say nine? 
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Pat: Well, yeah, there were – each sister and brother married someone 

from – when you were talking just the Italians marrying Italians, 

there was Polish and there was Lithuanian, and Irish, and I could 

go on and on.  Each family group incorporated both, so I would 

say cake would be about the only thing. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: You guys didn‟t eat pastries.  We brought you pastries from – 

 

Pat: Oh, you shouldn‟t have. 

 

Amanda Miller: But we did, and there‟s pistachio chocolate. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Do you know the guy, the Vietnamese – 

 

Pat: Right here on the corner.  A lot of good stuff, thank you.  That 

would be cake, desserts. 

 

Amanda Miller: Desserts. 

 

Pat: Dinner here, everybody had their own dessert, so to speak.  We 

had baked – remember this being – we had bakeries.  There was 

bakery across the street.  There was one where [inaudible] by 

now, one where part of Marra‟s is now, there was one at the 

corner, so you had cake or donuts, or pies, or cookies.  We didn‟t 

care. 

 

Amanda Miller: Yeah, just something sweet. 

 

Pat: Or candy. 

 

Amanda Miller: So how many different types of food would you say you could 

have eaten your household at any time? 

 

Pat: Different types? 

 

Amanda Miller: Yeah.  What were something that someone brought and you were 

just, like, “What is this?” 

 

Pat: Something new? 

 

Amanda Miller: Yeah. 
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Pat: That would be a hard one.  I don‟t – I would have to go back to 

very early childhood, because I was kinda exposed to mostly 

everything.  I guess blood soup. 

 

Amanda Miller: Blood soup? 

 

Pat: Polish blood soup would be the worst thing that they tried to feed 

me. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: You‟re in Noodles‟ chair. 

 

Amanda Miller: I am in Noodles‟ chair, that is true. 

 

Pat: He was a good friend of my father‟s. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: I could tell there was good times in here.  You can just feel it.  

Everyone in every picture is smiling. 

 

Pat: Yeah, they were always just in here.  I‟m so very sorry that I can‟t 

show you the original picture with my great-grandmother and my 

great-grandfather.  Well, my great-grandfather was shoemaker, but 

my grandfather and father, when he was a child, in the barbershop, 

a picture sort of – 

 

Tobin Rothlein: You lost the picture? 

 

Pat: Well, we‟ll say that it disappeared. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Oh, right, you mentioned that. 

 

Pat: Yes, we‟ll just call it disappeared. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Is the flag, is that from – 

 

Pat: That was from a casket. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: That‟s it.  I recognized the – 

 

Pat: The fold. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Yeah.  It‟s going to be hard to pack this up. 

 

Pat: When I started, I found all the clippers, then I found the 

accessories. 
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Tobin Rothlein: There‟s a lot of stories. 

 

Pat: I know. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: It‟ll be fun to – we should – 

 

Pat: Oh, that, I dropped them because I didn‟t pick them up yet.  

Everything.  There‟s stuff in all these drawers I didn‟t get through 

yet. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: It‟s still just stuff from the – yeah. 

 

Pat: The makeup is mine.  I put my makeup one in here.  I like the 

light.  I don‟t want you to think my father was strange. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: You finally got in here even though they didn‟t want you in  here. 

 

Pat: Yes, I did.  I finally got in here.  I was never allowed in here. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: You can turn it into a lady‟s gossip parlor.  It would the worst 

thing you could ever do. 

 

Amanda Miller: And keep Noodle‟s chair. 

 

Pat: Special. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Where is the new men‟s club going to be?  Is that a [inaudible]? 

 

Amanda Miller: Oh, next [inaudible]. 

 

Pat: I wish you the best of luck with your project.  It does sound like it 

should be very exciting for the two of you to do.  I admire your 

talent.  I haven‟t any talent. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: I doubt that. 

 

Pat: Oh, it‟s true. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: But we‟ll be – we‟ll keep in touch with you. 

 

Pat: All right.  I‟ll try to get a copy of this made for you.  You actually 

want this? 
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Tobin Rothlein: Yeah. 

 

Amanda Miller: Yeah, it would be great. 

 

Pat: I‟ll try to get a copy made. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: I mean, we‟ll probably use it in here.  I mean, how much are you 

planning to take out of here? 

 

Pat: All of these chairs. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Oh, really?  You‟re just going to – you‟re going to make it an 

empty room? 

 

Pat: I want to empty it out so that I can have a new floor put in and 

clean it out.  I mean, this is staying, of course. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Is that going to happen before – when‟s that going to all be 

happening? 

 

Pat: Well, if you tell me not to do it, I won‟t. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: You seem happy about not doing it. 

 

Pat: I‟d be devastated, but I would do it. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: I see.  It would probably be nice to keep it – 

 

Amanda Miller: We don‟t know yet what we‟re doing, so we‟re still working on all 

of that. 

 

Pat: So I don‟t have to do anything. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: But you could – you don‟t mind people – you don‟t have to do 

anything for us. 

 

Pat: I mean, I don‟t have to empty anything out because I wouldn‟t 

want to throw the wrong thing out. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: No, you don‟t – in fact, I probably want to come videotape – 

 

Pat: Me cleaning it out? 
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Tobin Rothlein: Yeah, or we‟ll clean it out.  I‟ll help.  I mean, just the idea of it 

kinda becoming something new would be good too.  That could 

become part of the project.  I mean, that‟s happened in every 

building on this street. 

 

Pat: They‟ve all been remodeled, yes, except I think next door.  That‟s 

pretty much – 

 

Tobin Rothlein: And I think that that – 

 

Pat: Dress store. 

 

Amanda Miller: Okay. 

 

Pat: And then a furniture.  Here, there you go, it was recycled.  Next 

door started out as a furniture upholsterer, went to a dress store 

through the ‟70s.  Went back to an upholsterer, then a grocery 

store, and you find out that originally it was a grocery store. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Is the new hair place – we‟re talking to the new hair place? 

 

Amanda Miller: Yeah. 

 

Pat: So you‟re going around. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: There‟s an African-American hair place on the blocks. 

 

Pat: Two blocks, in the 1900 block. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: I think that‟s a young new owner, right?  We talked to her sister.  

We‟re just – it was really amazed that people who run businesses 

here forever haven‟t been talking to the people who are just 

starting out. 

 

Pat: They don‟t talk to you.  They‟re not friendly.  I can‟t – it‟s a whole 

different group.  It‟s not the same. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: It‟s the generation gap. 

 

Pat: When you talk to them, they sound so bitter.  They‟re not pleasant. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Oh, no. 
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Pat: They‟re not.  It‟s – you‟ll see people that are wandering around out 

here that talk to each other because they know each other for years.  

If they see someone new, they will stop and say hello, and that 

person usually turns and walks away. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: We‟ve got to talk to these new people because I know some of 

that.  I‟m going to be, like, “What‟s up?” 

 

Pat: It‟s not a – it‟s more – they‟re more business-like without – they 

like a little spark. 

 

Amanda Miller: Do you think some of that comes from not living here, but just 

running a business? 

 

Pat: No.  It‟s a way – it‟s a new way of being raised.  It‟s a new 

attitude.  The warmth and the kindness is gone.  Everything is 

business. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Have you met the woman who runs Nice Things? 

 

Pat: No. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: She‟s very friendly, but I wouldn‟t think – 

 

Pat: I‟ll let you know.  Blush Bar, there, Karen is a super friendly gal.  

She‟s a pussycat. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: And the Paradisio. 

 

Pat: And the Paradisio. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: They‟re from the neighborhood. 

 

Pat: Now, if you go to Erin to get – when you go to Fringe, to get your 

hair cut, she‟s all business. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: I‟ve never met her. 

 

Pat: She‟ll ask a question of someone.  They‟ll start to answer her, and 

she‟ll turn and walk away, and take a phone call. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: What?  Well, the woman who runs Nice Things – 

 

Pat: And that‟s – I like her, by the way. 
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Tobin Rothlein: – she‟s a character.  She‟s very nice.  Big, big girl with lots of 

tattoos on her arms. 

 

Pat: I‟ve seen her. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: What‟s the story of her – her mother passed away and, I think, left 

her – I think she may be running that store with the inheritance.  

Her mother had run a store called Nice Things and she loved it. 

 

Amanda Miller: For her to always wanted to. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: For her to always wanted to.  It‟s some story like that. 

 

Pat: Is that the one next to Dr. Badolato? 

 

Tobin Rothlein: [inaudible] Dr. Badolato. 

 

Pat: There‟s a doctor‟s office; that‟s arsenic.  That one property next 

door to him on the right is where they make – dispense the arsenic. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Really? 

 

Amanda Miller: She‟s on that side of – 

 

Pat: Oh, she‟s on that side.  

 

Tobin Rothlein: From that doctor‟s office? 

 

Pat: No, not the doctor‟s office, but next door to him is where the 

Petrillas were dispensing the arsenic. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Wow.  See, I read the one things that they were all husbands who 

really jerks and they had – 

 

Pat: Well, they were, but all Italian men were jerks.  They were little 

macho creeps.  Remember, it‟s not like today. 

 

Amanda Miller: So you didn‟t marry an Italian? 

 

Pat: No.  I‟m too tall. 

 

Amanda Miller: That‟s the German side, right? 
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Pat: This is the German side.  I‟m too tall for them.  They were in 

charge.  They were bullies. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Yeah, that‟s what I read.  I was reading a lot of the neighborhood 

blogs and stuff about – 

 

Pat: You can go online – 

 

Tobin Rothlein: You should start a blog. 

 

Pat: You can go online to Crime Incorporated.  You can read the whole 

story; it‟s called Poison Wives. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Yeah, I read that.  That‟s how I – I was on that site and I read 

another one that‟s called Ghost of South Philly. 

 

Pat: We have ghosts? 

 

Tobin Rothlein: It‟s just his blog; he calls it Ghosts of South Philly.  He just tells 

stories about all the stuff.  He gossips online about stuff that 

happened in the neighborhood.  You might know the guy, I don‟t 

know.  He made a little book too. 

 

Pat: I don‟t think we have any ghosts here. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: He doesn‟t mean real ghosts.  I think he just means he‟s telling all 

the – 

 

Amanda Miller: History. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: He‟s the telling the history that no one knows.  He talks about 

when the prison was still here and – 

 

Pat: That, now, the prison, here‟s one for you.  That was the first serial 

killer and the convicted serial killer was executed there, 

[inaudible] or something like that. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: So you like the dark side.  I like to know all the dark stories 

because that‟s what I like to – 

 

Pat: But they should never have torn the prison down.  It was a 

landmark. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Do you know the façade still is in existence? 
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Amanda Miller: No, the wall. 

 

Pat: The wall in the back. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: The façade is in one of the – I think it‟s in D.C. in storage at the 

Smithsonian now. 

 

Pat: Back wall is the original part of it. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Yeah.  There‟s so much interesting stuff because we had talked 

about maybe doing something with that or – 

 

Pat: There‟s cemeteries everywhere.  There are houses on them now. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: But no ghosts you think?  I think we might have ghosts, but they‟re 

happy ghosts. 

 

Pat: I think that they were just to thrilled to die and get away from here 

that they weren‟t coming back for anything.  They were, like, “I‟m 

out of here, thank God.  I‟m just done with them.” 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Do you still have family here in South Philly? 

 

Pat: No.  Oh, yes, I have cousins at Third and Reed, and Ritter. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: So is the old generation not – I‟m not calling you old. 

 

Pat: That‟s all right, I am old. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: The older generation of business people, do they complain about 

the younger generation of business people? 

 

Pat: No, not really.  They‟re just so happy there‟s business.  For this 

particular block, there‟s only one store that – well, two, that draw, 

and that would be A Man‟s Image and Marra‟s.  They‟re the two 

that pull people because this is what I call the dead block.  We only 

have one restaurant, we have – we had two grocery stores, but that 

was sandwiches.  You don‟t really have anything else.  How many 

people buy motorcycles every day ? 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Is Nice Things not on this block? 

 

Amanda Miller: Next block down. 
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Tobin Rothlein: Next block. 

 

Pat: So I call this the quiet block.  Whenever they have anything, this is 

the block they ignore.  There‟s never any entertainment, nothing. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Mural Arts isn‟t ignoring this block.  This was her favorite block. 

 

Pat: It‟s sorta like everything happens in that block and that way, and 

that‟s because of the businesses that are here that it‟s not a draw. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: We‟re center.  Stogie Joe‟s is helping with what we‟re doing.  

We‟re kinda – the Mural Arts people loved – we had to narrow 

down and – 

 

Amanda Miller: This was the block that was insisted – 

 

Tobin Rothlein: – this was the block they insisted on. 

 

Pat: That‟s good.  At least they finally found us. 

 

Amanda Miller: Yes. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: And Stogie Joe‟s has kinda offered to help in any way. 

 

Pat: Well, that‟s – since this is empty and I am a terribly lazy person, so 

if you say don‟t empty it out until the spring, that‟s fine with me.  

That‟s why I‟m willing to cooperate because, for me, it‟s – I‟m not 

using it.  As long as I can go in and out, I‟m fine, my entrance. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: I‟d like for this space to actually make the art work not just in the 

window, but people look in the window and we kinda do the thing.  

Then maybe at certain times there could be a certain time or times 

– 

 

Amanda Miller: Where this is actually an active – 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Where it could be open and people could come in, and that would 

be worked out.  Mural Arts won‟t let us do that fulltime because 

that was what we had really wanted. 

 

Pat: No, it would be fine with me.  Like I said, this is my primary 

entrance, so I would be coming in and out. 
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Tobin Rothlein: I don‟t think we would use – 

 

Pat: That‟s another problem.  That‟s why it‟s not being rented out. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Right, but it would be a fun – we‟d make it a fun social kind of 

thing.  That would be – 

 

Amanda Miller: Do you have a renter upstairs? 

 

Pat: No, I have the whole house.  It‟s living room, dining room, kitchen 

and three bedrooms. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Wow, you‟ve got a palace. 

 

Pat: They‟re very small.  There‟s an entrance, the bell that you rang, 

but I have stuff in the hallway and that door, it‟s just a pain in the 

neck, so it‟s much easier to come in and out here. 

 

Amanda Miller: Oh, okay. 

 

Pat: The hallway is very narrow.  This property was built over a period 

of years.  It was expanded out.  Originally, I believe this – you‟re 

in the original part of the house.  Then they moved it and moved it, 

and moved it.  If you went in the basement, there‟s all different 

walls, so you can see the years, different building materials. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: It has a basement beneath this, right? 

 

Pat: Oh, yes. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Are they connected?  Are there any tunnels? 

 

Pat: Well, the rats can get through; is that what you‟re asking? 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Yes. 

 

Pat: Yes, they can, unfortunately. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Interesting. 

 

Pat: No matter how many times you call the exterminator, those little 

suckers get in the basement because of the – 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Rats. 
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Pat: You have the food store, you have the restaurant – 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Right, because we don‟t have rats.  Our cat would be so excited.  

We could lend you a cat. 

 

Pat: A cat. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: It would be the happiest day of her life.  I just hope she could still 

win. 

 

Pat: When you have a restaurant, they‟re kinda big. 

 

Amanda Miller: Yeah, they‟re big. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Yeah, I saw one.  I was just in Baltimore and the rats were bad. 

 

Pat: They are when you see them in their dumpster. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Who‟s restaurant are we next to? 

 

Pat: Marra‟s on the corner.  They get in the sewer and they start coming 

through the basements, so if you happen to be down there when 

one is kinda lost, it‟s not pleasant. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Have you killed one with a shovel? 

 

Pat: I usually just scream and call an exterminator.  I know there‟s 

other ways, but – 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Come over to the door and they still find things, and get one of 

those little arsenic vials. 

 

Pat: But that‟s the problem when you have – I know down there they 

have them, they‟re all over.  They come out at night.  They go in 

the dumpsters.  They‟re not in the restaurants, I should say. 

 

Amanda Miller: No, no, they‟re not. 

 

Pat: They‟re not. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Yeah, I know.  It‟s just the whole City of Baltimore has them. 

  

Pat: Has them all, yeah, [inaudible].  Big ones here, too. 
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Tobin Rothlein: Yeah, we only have – we don‟t have any over where we are. 

 

Amanda Miller: I‟ve seen a couple mice in our house. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: You‟d think there must be rats.  We‟re next to Ippolito‟s.  We‟re, 

like, three doors down from Ippolito‟s. 

 

Pat: It depends on where their dumpster is.  If it‟s on Dickenson – 

 

Tobin Rothlein: That‟s been around, right, Ippolito‟s? 

 

Pat: Forever.  They‟re so good though. 

 

Amanda Miller: I know. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Yeah, they‟re good neighbors too.  I know that we were – the smell 

was so bad and then they found out that neighbors were 

complaining about the smell, but no one had come to them.  They 

went and – 

 

Amanda Miller: They were really sad. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Yeah.  They went door-to-door to everyone in the whole 

neighborhood to talk to them about, “Have you been smelling a 

bad smell?  We‟re so sorry.” 

 

Amanda Miller: And then saying, “Why didn‟t you come in?  Please come in if 

there‟s ever any issues.” 

 

Pat: Yeah, they‟re nice.  They‟re really nice.  That‟s how South 

Philadelphia used to be.  Have you tried Nino‟s yet for pasta? 

 

Amanda Miller: Yeah.  Is that on – 

 

Pat: On McKean.  Mifflin, rather. 

 

Amanda Miller: Yes, and I love their bread. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: The bread and pasta place and she just did – it‟s new now.  They 

just did a new building. 

 

Pat: They‟re on the corner of a small street.  They moved from – 
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Amanda Miller: Yeah, I know.  That‟s where – 

 

Tobin Rothlein: They moved one half a block, right. 

 

Pat: No, they were in the grocery store.  They sold the grocery store 

and they moved into [inaudible]. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: That‟s it, yeah. 

 

Amanda Miller: Yeah, I asked Lucky 13 where they got their bread for their 

sandwiches and they said Nino‟s.  Oh, my God, it‟s so good.  I 

really, really love their bread. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Lucky 13, they‟re nice.  Have you dealt with them at all? 

 

Pat: No. 

 

Amanda Miller: I think the either owner or manager lives upstairs, so I wonder if 

[inaudible]. 

 

Pat: It is good.  When you think about it, it‟s an excellent business 

because why would you want to support one household and then 

another building with a renter when you can give up that big 

mortgage, move into your business and be there? 

 

Tobin Rothlein: When did – they‟re gone now, the kinda first new business that‟s 

now the ice cream, the gelato place.  They were living upstairs.  

We used to go there. 

 

Amanda Miller: It was called the Little Victorian Tea House and Restaurant. 

 

Pat: Over here? 

 

Amanda Miller: Yeah. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: Now it‟s the gelato store. 

 

Amanda Miller: The gelato, yeah. 

 

Tobin Rothlein: It used to be a restaurant. 

 

Pat: Rosalena‟s? 

 

Amanda Miller: Rosalena‟s. 
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Pat: Rosalena was – are we going? 

 

Tobin Rothlein: We are.  You make me turn it off for all the good stuff.  That‟s all 

right. 

 

[End of interview] 

 

 


