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The NorthemLiberties Buildingon fiRuins 0 {1}
Crafting the contempoary urban landscape N | was many and many a yearago,
in thiskingdom by thesen
E.A. Poe and the endurirg civilizations of Germais, Lithuaniars,

INTRODUCTION: William Pennwasa regionalist.In Philadelphia,heenvisioneda figreatcity, 0
Ukrainiars, ard Quékers

with its port andinstitutionsof religion andgovernane, connectedo large plantations andfarm
communitis in the hinterlands, or liberties. The symbiottc relationshp betweea city and liberties lasted
well beyondPenn,asthe NorthernLiberties tookona mare open,andin somewaysmare tolerant,
character thanthecity itself. And by the early 180Gs, with its huge SecondStreetmarket(3 miles
long!) andnumeous inns mills, andworkshos, it toobecameneofthelargestcitiesin thenation.

Tour begins:Edgar Allan PoeHous, SeventhaboveSpring Garden
StopA: EdgarAllan Poe House

hemills andworkshopsgrewup around {[1} A tlwas many and many a year

the streans ard ponds of the Cohocksink
Creek; this wasmarshlandin the early days
of Philadelphia,a haven for ice skating and
swimming. Early on, it wasalsoa place of
freedomfor African Americanswhofounded
apair of vanguad churches, African Zoar and
Mt. Taba. By the mid-180Gs it wasbecomirg an
immigrart havert German Jewishimmigrants
moved here to benearGermanCatholicsand
Protestantsthen later camea successiorof
Ukrainiars, Lithuaniars, Romaniars, Rus-
siansand Jewsfrom those samecountries.
Arelative senseof opennessand tolerance
gaveresidentsasensehat it could beaplace
to mé&e onesown. Meanwhilethe Northern
Liberties remaineda place of technological
innovation andinvention andindustry grew
rapidly after 1850.

The mid-1900sbrought deindstrialization,
suburbanizationand racial flux. The neigh
borhood wasdepopulatedeven asUrban Re-
newal brought stable middlei class housing
for African Americansand asthe emegent
Puerto Rican communityinto west Kensirg-
ton, at the edge of greate Northen Liberties
By the 19705, much of this sectimm of the
city wasempyd it wasa modernruins. This
tour is abou living in, respondig to, and
ultimately crafting contempeoary urban life
from the ruins

ago, in thiskingdom by these
E.A. Poe ard the endurirg civilizations
of Germars, Lithuaniars, Ukrainiars,
ard Quéakers

Tour begins: Edgar Allan Poe House, Seventh
abovepring Garden

fi Tahwas ourworldo

Vision and eviscaation Marshal Street,
Mt. Taba, urban renaval, ard the end
of time

Tour begins:900 N. Marshall Sreet(at Poplar)

fiToilandanactoffa i t h o
Creating spaceLliberty Landsandthe
promise of neighborhoodife

Tour begins:5thand Poplar Sreets

fWe have to rethink everythingd
Onion Flats and the Piazza Spae,
sustainability, andthe newcity

Tour begins:HancockandGermantownAve.

fil fought new lif etofindo

The Crane Building and Al-AgsaMosque:
mirrors on the emeging world

Tour begins: AmericanStreetand Girard Ave.
(Quixote statue)

Wefre going to explore and obseve ard interpret the changirg urban landscap in aplace that
hasd by its nanme, definition, rolein the larger cityd enabed andallowedasenseofinvention.

We stand here, of cours, in front of the houseof the great inventor of alternatve reality:
Edgar Allan Poe. He took from the NorthernLiberties of the 1830s and 1840s3 a quick
changingplaceof industryd an ethosof terror, of wildness

When William Pennarrived in 1682, this waswild land, lacedby creeksandbluffs and dotted
with ponds. Penn, the rationalst, envisioneda hierarchy of places:city and liberties, town
andplantation. Investors in prime city lots at the heart of Pern& famousgrid were alsogiven
the opportunityto purchase large plots here in the Liberties. But the Liberties were never
subjectedto the kind of rules and governance of the city and soits chaacterdeveloped
differently. Where the city wasconfining the Liberties would be freeirg. The peoplecome
here andinvent: machiney, machinepumps, steamengines, locomoties, pistols (this isthe
homeof Derringer), andlarge mills grow up around the creeks The NorthernLiberties itself
grew into one of Americas largest early cities andin 1854wasconsolidatedinto the City of
Philadelphia.And yet it wasstill physically sepaate; in the 1800sthe Liberties were linked
to the city by street carandthen in 1922 by the Frankfad elevated.

Wede goingto start the tour by seeingandinterpretingthe signsandartifacts of the people
who have comehere, invented aworld, andleft usamark. We cansee thosenarks) bethey
buildings, ideas, or institutions asthe fi r u ileft bydhose who have come befae. Each
group adaptsto the ruins of the previous group, not in a linearway but through a dynamic
proces$ this how the city changs. We start the tour by getting a taste for someof these
fi r sdobjectsin the urbanlandscap.

If welook around, we see &ind of dull urban landscap, but
interpretationrequires usto look alittle close, for we have
to learn to seeand imagine not only whats here today, but
what washere in yearspest.

This is Poe® housein 1843and 1844. While in Philadelphia
he wrote many of his most famousstories including i T h e
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Black Cato fiMurdersin the Rue Morguep and i T hTell-Tale Hearto Acrossthe way is a
late 1800searly 1900simmigrant social club, the Latvian Society, which wasfounded in
18%. It is the oldest of its kind outside of Latvia, and you canstill sit at the barand chatin
Latvian, if you like. There are three such clubs, founded by Eastern European immigrant
groups of the late 19th centuy, still in opeation in the neighborhoodThe other o are
Russianand Ukrainian.

At cornerof SeventiSreetandSpring Garden,turn leftandcrossSeventh
Sreet,walkto GermanSocietyon Soring Garden.

StopB: GermanSociety of Pemsylvania

By 189, the year of the founding of the Latvian Society, Philadelphia had more than 600
secula non-political Germanorganizationsthat rangedfrom singingsocietiesto lodgesand
gymnastics clubs. This is the German Society of Pennsylania, which wascreated in1764.
We canbeginto form apicture of the movement of peopleacossthe landscap. Groups of
peopleleave things behind;and wein the presentdecidewhai valuableenoughto saved a
very complicatedprocess!

The German Society is the oldest Germanorganizationof its kind in the United States. It
offered charitable and practical assstance to newly arriving immigrants. It later evolved
into a cultural organization, with areseach library focusedon GermanAmerican history,
and settledhere in this building in 1883.

The German Society established a variety of programs to aid newly arrived Germanim-
migrants adjwst to life in the United States. An empbyment bureau, a legalaid committes,
and English classesvere amongthe organizatians offerings. The library was established
in 1817to sewe the readinginterest and needsof the GSPmembersip, and the German
American Archive wasfounded in 1867 specificallyto collect materials documentingGer-
man Americanhistory.

GermanPhiladelphiaencompassednany diversesubcultues, including Luthears, Catho-
lics, socialsts, andthe working andmiddle classesa senseof common Germanidentity was
forgedprimarily through fraternal societies. The GermanSocietyaimedto provide aneutal
ground for German Americansto meet, although in reality its membershipvas primarily
midde-class By the 20th centuy, the GermanSociety® missionhadevolved from providing
charitable ass$tanceto immigrants into preserving GermanAmericanhistory and culture.
Today, the German Society offers its membes Germanlanguag@ instruction, cultural
programs, lectues, and a reseach and lending library dedicatel to German American
history. Housedin the recently restored original 1888reading room, the JosephP. Horner
Memorial Library contains70,000 volumes, including over 50,000 Germanlanguagebooks

i o7

Continueto walk on Soring Gardento Sixth Street,left onSxth Sreet past
former Synagoguen|eft.

What happensasgroups and cultures move on?What do we do with their fir ui Yo D |

notice, especiallyin this first part of the tour, that much of the landscapefeelsempt. This

is, in effect, one ansver to the question. In the 1960, a responseto natual evolution and

movement of peoplethrough the city, and often up and out to the suburls, was toremove

the fi b | i lgfttbehind. That happenedere in this western part of the neighborhood.
But we have to seethat as alegitimate responseto the inheritedreality of the time period,
just aslater in this tour we 6deémore contempoary responsedo the sameongoingisste.

Continuetwoblocksto Fairmount, right on Fairmount oneblockto Fifth
Street turn left onto Fifth andwalk half-block, standonwestsideof street
acrossfromS. Andrew.

Stop C: St. Andrew® Russian Orthodox Cathedral,
NE cornerfifth and Fairmount

In this ca®, we have St. Andrewd RussianOrthocox Cathedal. Founded as St. Andrew®s
Orthodbx Christian Brotherhoodn 1897and consecatedin 192, St. Andrewds is the oldest
Orthodbx church in Philadelphia andracesits roots to the Russianimperial Navy. In 1898,
acontingenbf Russiansailorswasstaying in Philadelphiaawaiting the completion of their
two new battleshipsat Cramps Shipyard in Kensington.They becamedevoted congegants
of the new parish anddonatedgeneously to the cathedal® constructionand maintenane
Thereligiousiconsthat gracegateandaltar were donatedby the sailois St. Andrews became
asocialandcultural center for the RussianOrthodbx communit, providing economicand
spiritual aid to immigrants and newarrivals to the Orthodbx faith.

Nowadays there ae few Russiandleft in the neighborhoodand soa chuch like thisd and
there several in the neighborhood struggles to draw congegans. In this cas, the chuch
hasan eneagetic pastor who is not Russian,but instead wasraiseda Quéker, a descendent
of the storied Lippincott family of Philadelphia. And the church® congegants comefrom
all over the region.
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Returnto Fairmount,turn right, walk threeblocksto Eight Sreetand
FairmountAvente, NE corner

StopD: Friends Guild House

The ruins we find arend just buildings or cultures, but institutionsand ideas. Philadelphia
is a Quéker City, but after about 1700Quékers are only small minority of the population.
But their influence beliestheir smallnumbes. If you look at who, throughouthe city his-

tory, starts the most progressve institutions, it is the Quékers. The Friends Neighborhood
Guild wasestablishedin 1879asFriends Mission #1 by the Hicksite Friends. Interestingly,

this strand of Quékerism is started by a group of Quékers who were critical of the powerful

Philadelphia Quéker elite for both their tolerance ofslavery, and for their wealth that was
often the product of enskved laba. In its first building at BeachStreet and FairmountAv-

ente, the FriendsMission soughtto provide religiousandmoral uplift to the poor European
immigrantsflooding into the waterfont neighborhood®f NorthernLiberties, offering

worship servicesand youth and tempe&ancemeeting. In the early 20th centuy, the Guild

seved mostly Cental and Eatern Europeansimmigrants and their children, organizing
vocationaltraining and English classego help them adjust. Since1950, the Friends Neigh-

borhood Guild has carried its mission forward and adaptedit to improve housingin the

East Poplar neighborhood.

Turn aroundonFairmountandwalk half block backto Franklin Street,up
Franklin, crossBrown Sreetto Ukrainian Catholic Cathedal

Stop E: UkrainianCatholic Cathedral

Ukrainians have been coming to Philadelphia since the middle of the 180Gs. They have

comein wavesthat relate to political and economicchangesin Eastern Europe. This was
their first Philadelphianeighborhood only avery fewdescendant®f the original residents
till live here, aaossthe street from the Cathedal. There is the i U k bag asocial club

much like the Latvian Society, only larger. Whaits interesting is that the Cathedal, which

replaceda smaller building from 1907and which is modeledon the Hagia Sophiain Istan-

bul, wasbuilt in 1965, long after the center of Ukrainian life had moved north and west to

other parts of the city andsuburls. Building it here wasa consciouseffort to resanctifythis

neighborhoodaspart of the Ukrainian landscapd at a time when immigration wasagain
increasing(from the Soviet Union). In effect, it wasan attempt to build on the ruins of their

own higtory here in Philadelphia.

The chuchsgoldendomemeasues 106feetin heightand100feetin diameterandconsets
of 22-karat gold fusedinto hundeds of thousandsf one-inch-squae Venetianglasgiles In
2006, workers cleanedaway decadesof automotive sootandindustrial pollution to restore
the domes goldengleam.However, like at St. Andrew@s, maintainingthe institution with a
full-time Metropolitan(chuch leader)andservicesfor parishionerss difficult, and sothis
too isin real dangerof becomingakind Ofl'“ﬂnl'

{21}
A Tahwas ourworldo

Vision ard evisceation Marshal Street Mt. Taba, urban reneval, and
the erd of time

Continuewalkingnorth onFranklin Sreetto Poplar Street right onPoplar
to SeventherossSeventhandturn left, walk half blockto Mt. Tabor African
MethodistChurch

StopA: Mt. TaborAfrican Methodist Church

Like Mother Bethel near South Street, Mt. Tabor is African
Methodst Episcopal(AME), an independentienomination

formed from the 1792 African Americanbreak with the pre-
dominately white St. Geage® Methodit Episcopal Chuch
in Old City. When the white congegans of St. Geages
tried to force black membersinto segegated gallerieslur-
ing servie, the blacks walked out, promptingthe birth of

a new denominationThe new AME denominationproved

especiallyappealing to both free blacksand recently freed
or fugitive enshved peopk.

The free black community begansettling in NorthernLiberties asearly asthe 1790, when
the newly formed state legislatue openedup land in the thenoutlying district to relieve
overcrowding in the city of Philadelphia prope. By the 18305, NorthernLiberties had a
growing free black population and played an integal role in Philadelphas Underground
Railroad network. Mt. Tabor African Methodst EpiscopalChuch wasfoundedin 1808, and
the current houseof worship wasbuilt in 1875.

Walk throughparking lot nextto Mt. Taborto Marshall Street
StopB: MarshallStrest

Sowebeginto seethe landscapadn this part of the neighborhoodwhich appearssomewhat
empty andtired, asdeeplyimprintedby the livesand hopesof peopk. There may have been
no placein the neighborhoodnore engaved with the life of apeoplethan Marshall Street,
here on this very block.So the lessorhere is that the deepimpressionmay not always survive
in an obvious a form aswe have seenelsewhee: an old chuch, a socialserviceageng, a
socialclub. So we have to look for clueg andthe only onereally is this, the pushcarmmural
(onthe e&st sideof the street, halfway up the block).
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So what was this?Perhapsthe most intensely lively Jewishneighborhoodn Philadelphia.
In the early days of the 20" centuy, Jewish merchans se up pushcars and opened
storefrontsall along Marshall Street. Reminiscent of a European village maiket, live fish,

poultry, freshproduee, baked goods, clothing, jewelry and hardware could all be bargained
for in multiple languags. As oneformer residentrecalled,fi lovedto goto Marshall Street
becauseSatuday on Marshall Street wasan openair, outdoa, festival. It seemedlike a

million people[were there]d

The pushcartsare particularly memaable for thosewho grew up in the area.As oneformer
resident describedit, i T hpashcarf{area] wasbasicallya bazaa It wasakin to what you
think of the mall today, but all outdoos. . .. Before World War Il and growing up there ..
.there were pushcart®n both sidesof the street 1 oneright next to eachothe. .. There
were pushcartgor banana, apushcarfor potatos, onefor produeo

Another residentrecalledhow hard families worked in the storefronts. Women roseto the
demandsof working alongside theihusbandsandnurturing their children toward American
succes. Even the children were put to work. But, shesays, fiwesort of madefriends acoss
the street by waving, by comingbackandforth when we had afew minutes. After the stores
were closed,that waswhenwe all got out into the street and played, whether it wastireball,
whether it waskingball, or baseballor just skating, or learning how to ride one of the two
bicyclesthat peoplehad on the streetd

Merchantsserved not only the Jewish populationin NorthernLiberties, but welcomed
businessfrom the nonJewish Germars, Ukrainiars, Poles, and Puerto Ricanswho lived
andworked neaby. fiYouknow0 saida longtime resident,fi t placewasa United Nations
So many peopk. So many cultures and languags. My dad himself cameto Marshall Street
by way of Argentina

But then given deteriaating conditiors and agrowing Jewish exodus to the suburls, another
idead apowerful idead camealong. To counter the growing exodusto the suburts, the Re-

developmentAuthority had plansto eliminate the pushcartsand traditional storefrontsand

build a modern retail compkx called the iMarshallStreet Mall.6 This fireneva | irtevitably

meant razing homesaswell. In 1953, Mayor Richadson Dilworths urbarreneval plan
signaledthe beginning of the end of bustling commecial Marshall Street. The Marshall
Street Mall plan languishedand wasnever actuallyimplementedbut the looming threat of

demolition drained the lif eout of the neighborhood Anticipating displacementmary Jewish
residentsmoved out befare the city could take their homesandbusinesse Additionally, as
families grew more affluent, they moved away from crampedNorthernLiberties to greene,

more spaciousneighborhood# the Northeat, West Philadelphia,and the suburls. Some
merchantscommutedfrom their newhomesin Oxford Circle and Overtrook to tendto their
f a mi Marsaadl 8treet businessg but by 1960, the heyday wasover. Puerto Rican shop
ownersmoved in, but that community too, moved north in the 1970s.

Turn right to Poplar. Turn leftandwalk Poplar to Fifth Sreet,
crossFifth Sreetto eastside.
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fnToilandanactoffa i t h O
Creatirg spaceLiberty Lands ard the promise of neighborhod life

Tour begins:Fifth andPoplar Sreets;at Fifth, Poplar andSt. JohnNeumann
Way cometogetherat a point. Follow St. JohnNeumannAay for half a block
tothefirst alley, N. OrkneyStreet.

StopA: N. Orkney and St. John NeumannNay

Whenwe talk aboutcities we talk a great dealaboutadaptie reusd that is the turning a
schoolinto acondominium, afactory into maketplae, atrain trestle into apakd butthe
factisthat this is simplythe meansby which citieschang Asthe built environmenis passed
down from geneationto geneation, wetake whatwedegiven,andif wedecreatve enough
we do somethinginteresting. Even if wedrenot creatve enough,andour only responses to
knock down an old building then the newly vacantlot itself is akind of measwe of our own
taste and valuesand of the economicsof the presentday. Here, we are in the middle of a
oncebustling, noisy (forall the machinery),time regulated(variouswork shifts throughout
the day) little nodein the vast city. Presentday heirs to all of this have taken cuesand built
aworld of their own. As we walk through thesealleysfor afew minutesyou will take notice
of the rather diverseset of architectual responsg It is akind of urban free for all. Even
the streetsthemseles reveal somethingabouttheir history, andwhatemegesis adialogue
betveen past andpresent, albayswith aneye to the future.

Onthe corner here, stretchingfrom Orkneyto Lawrencestreet is an old diaper factory, now
the homeandstudio of anartist. Half ablock north on Lawrenceis an old horsestable (the
tallest building on this block of Lawrence), now the home of Duncan Buell, the architect
who worked in the office of Louis Kahn.

ContinueonS. JohnNeumanniay to Lawrene. Turn right onLawrence
and taketo Poplar. Turn leftandwalkto Fourth Street.

Stop B: Fourth and Poplar

Along the way, you will notice how peopletake great painsto personalizethe landscap. At

Lawrence and Poplar (acossthe intersectioron Lawrence, east side of the street) is alog

cabin, for exampk, andthee are charming gadensandfi wi lots aswell. At Fourth and
Poplar, youwill notice how the ideaof the curved wall of the 19"-centurybuilding on the NW

corner wasadaptedaaossthe street on the contempaoary houseon the NE corne. Again,

here is a kind of dialogte. On the SE corner is Madison Court, a circa1988 development
wasbuilt on the site of the old Dolly Madisonice cream plant. Philadelphiawashome to
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several ice creamfactories, including Basset (still basedhere) and Breyer&. Local favorite
Dolly Madisonice cream (Dolly had beena resident of Philadelphia)vasnamedafter the
first lady, who glamorizedice cream by servingit at White House state dinnes. The 32row
homesof MadisonCourt are an early example of corverting arazedindustrial siteinto new
housirg. The structuresare composedof prefabricatednodular parts that were later as-
sembledinto variousconfigurations Youcanseethe consevative architectual designof the

1980 Whaits notableis that this developmenemeged from a now forgotten ideain urban
developmend fi | kageo which aspred to connectdowntown skyseaper developmentwith

affordable residential constructionin neighborhood MadisonCourt wasbuilt by Williard
Rous, in alinkageto the developmenbf Liberty Placein Center City.

Follow Poplar acrossFourth Street,pastOriannato Third Street,cross
Third Sreetto NE corne.

Stop C: Ortlieb& Brewery and Kaplars New
ModelBakeay

Founded by Civil War vetean TrubertOrtlieb in 187, Ortlieb® wasone of the few Phila-
delphiabreweries to survive Prohibition and,alongwith Schmidis Brewery, one of the last
of the great industrial-era local breweries to close. Philadelphiahasa longbrewing history
dating backto the colonial era, but the 1800smaiked the heyday of Philadelphia brewmas-
ters. Traditionall, AmericansconsumedEnglishalesdueto the availability of the yeast. In
1840, Bavarian brewmaster John Wagnerbrought lager yeast from Bavaria and brewed the
first lageron St. JohnStreet (now North American)nearPoplar. Lagerbeerwasvery popular
amongGermanimmigrants and fueled the growth of the brewing industry in Philadelphia.
In 1850, the majority of the Germanimmigrants in Philadelphiainvolved in the brewing
tradelivedin NorthernLiberties. Most breweries started out assmallfamily operationsand
expandedasdemandfor lagerincreased.By 1869, there were 60 breweries in Philadelphia,
and many of them were locatedin NorthernLiberties and Kensington.In thoseearly days
of lagerbrewing, there were at least 20 other breweries in the vicinity of Ortliebs

The remainsof the Ortliebs is a visible reminderof the importanceof the brewing trade in
NorthernLiberties and adjacentKensington.Ortlieb& Brewery ceasedopeationsin 1981.
In 1987, the tavern here reopenedasOrtliebs Jazzha, featuring livejazzevery night of the
week,ranging from local houseplayers to the internationallyrenrowned.

Foundedby Leonad B. Lipkin, Kaplans New Model Bakery hasbeensupplyingthe neigh-
borhood with challahandrye breadsfor mare than 60 yeas. Kaplansis the only remaining
Jewishbakery in the area, a surviving link to the large Jewish enckve that thrived here
until the 195Cs.

T 871

TurningleftonThird Street,walk pastkaplan@&andinto Liberty LandsPark.
StopD: Liberty Lands Park

Liberty Lands Park is the product of a grassoots neighborhooceffort to transform an
industrial brownfield into a vital community green spa@. Oncethe site of the Burk Broth-

ers Tannery and later a long play recad factory, the EnvironmentalProtection Agency
conductedwaste-removal projects here in 1987and soil samplingin 1990to ensue the lot&

environmentalsafey. In 19%, a developer plannedto corvert the old leather tannery into

loft apartmers, but the dealfell through. The developers losswasthe neighborhoo& gain

when the companydonatedthe land to the NorthernLiberties NeighborhoodAssociation
(NLNA) in 19%. SinceNorthernLiberties wasthe only neighborhoodn the city without a

public green spae, the neighborsenvisioneda multi-use park for the site. The NLNA re-

ceived agrant from the PhiladelphiaUrban Resouces Partnershifgo getstarted andd after
several yearsandalot of sweatequity, hours and hours of pick axing, ameliaatingthe dead
soild theneighborscreatedLiberty LandsPark. The transformatiorof Liberty Landsrallied

the neighborhoodforging a cohesve senseof community and providing a public meeting
andreaeationspae. The park hasplayed a major role in redefining the neighborhoodnd

attractingnewresidentsand developmentsn the past 15yeas

Liberty Lands featres acommunitygarden,acompating area,anherb garden, picnic tables
andbenchs, achildrens playground, abutterfly garden, andmore than 180trees. Longtime
resident,artist, andpark cofounderDennisHaugh createdthe iCinemaVerd enaural, awork
in progressthat depictsthe evolution of the park from wildernes, to factory, to industrial

wasteland and, finally, to community park. Beesare usedasa metaphoffor their senseof
community and industry to tell a story of the transformatiorof a post-industrial site to a
green park. A secondmural, iCohocksinkd wascompletedin 2006 and memorializes the
(now filled-in) creek that wassuchadefining featue of the geogaphy, industry, and history
of NorthernLiberties (this site wasan early Tuscaora rice mill). A tribute to its community
chaacterandaesthetic appeal Liberty LandsPark hasbeennamedone of Americas iGreat

PublicS p a chg Bogects for Public Spacs.

Leavethepark fromtheeasternedggpasttheplayground), at thecornerof
N. BodineandN. AmericanSrees. Turn right andwalk onLaurel Sreet,
crossingSecondStreet,to #157.
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{4}
fWe have to rethink everythingo

Onion Flats ard the Piazza Spae, sustainability, ard the new city

Tour begins:Eastof SecondandLaurel Sreets

StopA: Thin Flats

In the 1990sthe brothersPat and Tim McDonald beganto experiment.Not only were they
interested in adaptve reuse ofthe streetscap, but in rethinkingthe built environment
itseff. Their firm, Onion Flats, resurectedan old slaughterhousgist down the street here

to create a contempaary living spae, fiCapitalFlatso Then, a few yearslater, they began
to rethink building®d andthe cityscapeitselfd from the perspectre of sustainability and
building systems. This project i T h Flatso wasbuilt in 2009. At Thin Flats, the builders
are playing with the regular rhythms of the basicPhiladelphiarow houseform. And in this

way we seeanotheraspectof i b u i bnduinsodhe row hous, certainy, is akind of ruin

in America, atraditional form that is rarely followed in its original context. The rowhouse
formd theruins of the idea ofden®, urbanlivingd hasbeenappliedto suburbantownhouse
developmentsaind gatedcommunities. In this cas, the McDonaldsare building on the idea
of a horizontally organized as compaed to the vertical model of NYCd city, on a form

developedin England,transportedhere, and played out acossthe grid of Philadelphia.

Of courg, it is alsofull of contempaoary ideasof green building and sustainability and
thereforeis the first LEED H Platinum multi-family residencein the state of PennsyVania.

A Whwouldn& you use power that doesit cost anything to genea t ea8kéPat McDonald,
A Whwouldn& you usea green roof to overcome the heatisland effect?Why wouldn@ you
install agray water system to save water?\What makes you not think oftheset hi ngs ? o

filtéa blast,0 says Tim McDonald,fi b e ¢ welhaveeto rethink everythingo

Walk backupto SecondStreet turn right, walk half ablock andenterthe
Piazza at Schmid(

StopB: The Piazzaat Schmut&

This is the literal ruins of the massve Schmidis brewery site. Over at the other end of the
piazza,yo u 8ededomearchitectual elementsfrom that monumentabuilding. One of the
strengtls of this projed architectually isthe way it incorpaates the old industrid landscape,
openingup viewsof someof the old buildings and neighborhoodites, while presentingan
altogethedifferent appoach to city-building.

T 107

Poisedon theboundarybetween NorthernLiberties and Kensington,this sprawling 15-acre
site washometo Schmidis, Philadelphas largest and mast famousbrewety, establishedin
1860. Schmidiswas the lag survivar of Philadelphés 19th-centuy German brewing indudry,
closingdown in 1987 after over 125yearsand leaving Philadelphia without a brewery for
the first time in 300 years. (Today, that is a changingasquite anumber of breweries inhabit
the city andregion, making Philadelphiaf B eGity USA.0 Bchmidis Beerd andits tena-
ity 8 wasa point of pride for all Philadelphias

Schmidis Brewery was foundel by German immigrart Christian Schmid in 1860 ard remained
in the Schmidt family until 1976. Unlike workforces at someother large manufactuers, the
Schmidis Brewery worker®d primarily of Germanand Irish descetd were unionized. The
union, and not the Schmidt family, took care of the recruitmenthiring, and promotionof

production workers, and provided empbyee benefitsincluding medicalinsuane, pensiors,

andreaeationalprograms. This differed from companiedike the neaby StetsonHat Com-

pary, which provided cradle-to-grave servicesand benefitsto empbyeesand their families
in the hope of instilling workforce loyalty. The Schmidt family waswilling to work with the
union, and Schmidis Brewery earnedareputatiorasa good placeto work, often empbying

several geneationsof the samefamily.

What we have here nowd for much of this section of the neighborhood was developed by
Bart Blatstein. This project, the Piazza,is apartmentesidencs, offices, and retail outlets,
andthis broad public-like space(it isin fact private). Developedin phass, the cental piazza
here wascompletedin 200. We have somethings to considerin light of the theme of this
tour. First, istheideaofafi p i @ koroaved from Italy, akind of ruin itseff. The architecs,
Scott Erdy and Dave McHenry, wentto Italy andtook note of the scak, proportion,massim,
and materialsusedin the traditional piazza,and also, of courg, of its role as cental public
spacein the life of acity or town. Like the McDonald brothess, theytookthefi r u iofthato
traditional form and adaptedit to a different placein a different time. The other thing you
will seehere is that Blatstein meantto create a fi>-minute neighborhoo@ where residents
wouldni have to travel far or long for anythirgd it would all be right here. That idea, and
the senseof this beinga very social,24-hour place, is compaable to Marshall Street, which
we visited earlie. There, of cours, residentslived and worked and socialized(if there was
time) in place. Thats very much what goeson here.

Onemore thing to conside Built on the ruins of a brewery is a newkind of city: a city for
pleasue, fun, anddestre. A city life that celelrates the city itseff.

Exit atthetopofthePiaza to SecondSrreet turn right walk up SecondStreet,
crossGirard Avente. Turn left, walk half blockto N. AmericanSreet.Sopat
statueto Don Quixote.
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{5}
A foughtnew life tofindo
The Crare Building ard Al-AgsaMosque mirrors on the emeging world

Tour begins:American StreetandGirard AvenugQuixotestatue)

StopA: Statue of Don Quixote

Standing here with Don Quixote, we have to askif itGan impossibledream to reclaim and
reinvent the past industrial city. This city&industrial architectue enduesd but much of it
continuesto deteriagate, either by neglect,lack of an economicallyfeasibleuse, or by fire
Some of the bestof itd including the original building of Schmidi&d hasbeen lost. The
Spanishcity of CiudadRealin the region of La Manchagifted this 14-foot bronze sculptue
to the Spanishspeakingpeople of South Kensingtonin 1997asa token of friendship and
coopeation between the two communities. Quixote overlooks the razed site of Schmidis
Brewery 8 the quintessentiateminderof Philadelphés former industrial might 8 and
embodiesthe hopesandasprations ofafi n e i g h boatheriseo d

ContinueonN. AmericanStreettwoblocks, crossMasterSreet

Stop B: CraneArts Building

This last part of our tour considersthe urban future, how groups of people adaptthe city

to their needsand how what they do then spawns further urban evolution. This city wasan

industrial giant and like a lot of cities it produced things. And now what doesit produce?
Perhapsin addition to scienceand education, it producesexperiencesand culture. Thats

whats happenindnere.

Designedby Walter Ballinger and completed in 1905, the Crane Building was originaly

home to the Crane Plumbing Compan. In 2004, artists Nick Kripal and Richad Hricko

transformedhis 117,000-squae-foot former ice houseand flash-freezing plant into space
for emeging andestablishedlocal artists. The fivefloors of artist sstédios and office suites
houseindividual artists, designand architectue firms, and arts organizationsincluding

InLiquid, Claymobile, and Gallery 201.The Crane Arts compkx alsoboasts a huge white

exhibition spacecalledthe Ice Box Gallely. The growth of artist <dllectives and studio and
exhibition spacess nurturingPhiladelphas arts communit, providing both the spacesand
incentives to live andwork in the city.
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FromtheCraneBuilding, goup N. AmericanStreetto left on Jefferson,
oneandhalf blocksto GermantowrAvenue

Stop C: Al-Agsa Mosque

The contempaary city alsotries to find waysto celelrate its diversity. This is yet another
cultural product built upon a ruin® of a history of fragmentatiorand group competition
andhatred. In this cag, Al-AgsaMosqueis alsobuilt upon another industrial remnantthis
the former furniture warehouseof the Dubin Compary.

Al-Agsas vibrant mosac-andmural exterior, i D oways to Pea®o (along JeffersonStreet)
is the result of aninterfaith, collabaative project betwveen Al-Agsamembes, local artists,
localMuslim andnon-Muslim schoolchiladen, neighbos, chuches, andsynagogues Al-Agsa
encompasses mosqueand cultural center for the neighborhoo& close-knit Palestinian
communityandother ArabMuslimsin the area.Sinceits foundingin 1991 Al-Agsahasgrown
beyond the mosqueto include a grocery and a K-12school that povides Islamic studies
and Arabiclanguagelessors. After Septembeil, 2001,the mosqué leadersand members
have soughtto raise awvarenessand tolerance of Philadelphas Arab Muslim community to
counterthe growth of ant-Muslim sentiment.By reachingout to their non-Arab neighbors,
Al-Agsahasbecomeawelcomehub of community activity in this transitional neighborhood.

Thefi D owaysto Pe a cpmjéect beganin 2003when Al-Agsaundertooka communiy-wide
effort to both beautify its facadeand build bridges betveen the Muslim and non-Muslim
communitiesof South Kensington.Al-Agsapartneedwith the Mural Arts Program, the Arts
and Spirituality Center (locatedin West Philadelphia)and artists Joe Brenman, Cathleen
Hughes, and Fadwva Kastkash, to enlist neighbos, two neaby public schoos, Hancock St.
John United Methodst Church, and a variety of other individuals and community groups
to work collectively to transformthe Society& building and strengthenrelationships along
the way. The team of artists reseachedlslamic art and for almcst ayea, the groupsmetin
Al-Agsas basementndcollabaated on everything from the color schemeto makingceramic
tiles, painting the mural on a large swath of fabric and mounting it the building&s facad
Joe Brenman aked the mixedfaith group of schoolchilden to designtiles that depicted
their individual ideasof peaceto adorn the exterior walls. Integrating her reseach with
community input, artist CathleenHughes designedthe overall mural for the building and
led the team of community paintersto createfi D owaysto Pea®o

The dispaate groups overcametheir initial warinessto make the Al-Agsalslamic Society
building into a living symbol of interfaith community and coopeation, humanizingthe
Muslim community and forging lasting relationshipsn the proces. In this way we seethe
urban dynamic at work here in the NorthernLiberties. Peopk, freeto shapetheir idea of
the city, are alsoshapedby the city itself, and we all leave signsof who we are andwhat we

are doing here
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